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Part 1-
Word count- 200

In many countries such as Iceland, they believe it is important for children to have outdoor experiences within their life. Many papers have been written about government advice stating that being outdoors is beneficial for children. Within the curriculum guidelines, a large emphasis is placed on developing outdoor learning environments for children. This helps develop their understanding of nature and teach them about exercise and healthy living according to Norodahl and Johannesson (2013).
The emphasis put on outdoor learning is something that has been under development for many years in Iceland. Outdoor learning is focused strongly on children aged one to six. Children aged six to sixteen are encouraged to go outside during their breaktime but do not have hands on learning experiences outside like the younger children do. Whilst we are unaware of what type of approach the teachers take with the pupils, we can only assume that each teacher has a different style of teaching and ways of managing pupils outdoors. However, studies show that teachers are using outdoor learning experiences more so now than before. In Reyjkavik, the capital of Iceland; 70% of schools have confirmed that they have increased their use of outdoor education (Oladottir, 2008).
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Part 2a- 
Word count- 167
The definition of a Forest school states that:
it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self esteem though hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment.
(O’Brien, Murray, 2006, p6)
There are growing concerns that the younger generation of children will not receive a full outdoor learning experience like their parents would have. Parents and staff are too worried about injuries occurring outdoors. Indoor learning is so highly developed that children can do outdoor activities inside (O’Brien and Murray, 2006). 
Ward Thompsan et al’s (2004) research shows that if children don’t spend time outside whilst they are young, they won’t do it as often as adults and will therefore lack the physical and emotional benefits that nature has to offer. This is because an outdoor learning experience differs greatly compared to learning in a classroom environment. The Welsh Government are encouraging schools to include Forest schools in their learning, particularly in the foundation phase.
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Part 2b-
Word Count- 590

1) Failing to acknowledge the source of information in academic writing can lead to being accused of plagiarism. Plagiarism is taking someone else’s work and claiming t to be our own, this could be on purpose or accidental if referencing is not sued correctly. It is important as students that we avoid this so that our work is considered our own and not the work of someone else. Failing to acknowledge someone else’s work within our own can lead to an automatic zero on an assignment.
2) “You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation”
This is false. Whether you use a direct quotation or paraphrase you need to cite and reference it. However, with a direct quote you must provide a page number. If you paraphrase without referencing, then it could be mistaken for taking someone else’s work.
3) “Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignment.”
I believe the statement above is false. I don’t think Wikipedia is a good place to get information for an academic assignment. My reasons for this being is that Wikipedia allows users to edit and adapt information and it is unknown as to whether the edited information presented is credible (Paperpile)

Reference list:
Paperpile, research and writing guides (accessed 1st Decemeber 2022) https://paperpile.com/g/wikipedia-credible-source/

4) How to reference and present a quotation of more than 30 words.
1) In order to reference and present a direct quote which consists of 30 or more words or the equivalent to two lines it must be placed in a new paragraph. This is to separate it from the rest of the text. 
2) Quotations are not needed however it should be indented and put in italics. 
3) On the left-hand side of a new line; put the authors surname, the year it was published and the page number in enclosed brackets. 
4) Direct quotations must only be used if paraphrasing is not possible and only when needed.
5) The way you reference your resource in your reference list depends on the type of resource you have used. If it is directly from a book it will typically be set out as the following:
· Author
· Year of publication in round brackets
· The title in italics
· The publisher

5)  To begin research for an academic assignment I would find a good starting base for the topic. I would start with using the library to develop my own knowledge on the topic and develop a greater understanding of what I’m writing about, allowing me write more in depth about it. If possible, I would go into the library however if not I can use the universities online library instead. I can use it to gather books and journals on different aspects of my topic including theorists and case studies. Google scholar is also available at my convenience providing a broad range of worldwide studies, books, and papers. These are both reliable and credible sources of information as they are typically written and produced by well known, credited authors and publishers. Book and Journals will allow me to read about case studies regarding my topic and will lead me to further information about it through their own reference list. Another source I may use would be government documents. These would provide accurate statistics when needed, would be updated regularly by professionals, and would also provide evidence regarding change in legislation. This would be vital for many academic assignments as everything needs to be backed up and evidence must be provided of everything.
















Part 3- Write a critical response to an academic article
Word Count-949

	In the article ‘Schooled to Fail? The Underachievement Debate in Wales’ by Emma Smith (2005), we see that the text focuses on comparing levels of underachievement between England and Wales. The article states statistics surrounding the debate providing evidence to support her argument. The article considers underachievement from different perspectives providing an well rounded argument. For example, Smith provides evidence of resident population over 30 years, economic factors, ethnicity, and the role that gender plays within it. The aim of the text is to identify whether students in Wales are underachieving in comparison to other regions, and the potential factors that may contribute to it. 
	Smith argues that to be able to determine the idea of underachievement and confirm who is in that sector we must understand the idea of it completely. The definition of underachievement and the ways of measuring it are complex. She goes on to say that the idea of underachievement is often mixed up with the idea of ‘low achievement’ which causes implications to the school and to the individual (Smith. E, 2003a, 2003b). Smith focuses strongly on the impact that socioeconomic factors have on grades. Grade comparisons are based mainly off GCSE results and are automatically divided into groups of underachieving students rather than looking at how to eliminate or even somewhat help to decrease the situation that is putting young people’s grades risk.
	The article is structured in a way that makes it simpler to read and fully comprehend. Indented paragraphs are used consistently throughout, allowing topics and statements to flow smoothly. Therefore, letting the reader be able to follow each point as it is made. This allows for it to be easily read by those in the lower years of higher education. Whilst the length of the paragraphs differs, they state clearly what is being spoken about and some are even subtitles with the subject, making it more practical to skim through and find what the reader is specifically looking for. This can make it less time consuming and convenient as well as simply well organised. It’s not only the subtitles that make this article convenient, but also the words Smith has used to link her paragraphs together. They are well linked so that you can see where she is going to argue for and against a certain point. Statistics and numbers are used well and frequently throughout the article. Smith provides a vast number of tables and charts to identify trends over a period of thirty years. Conveniently, they are placed and clearly labelled right below the paragraph they are connected to. Smith provides a slight explanation regarding the tables; however, they are set up in a way that is rather self-explanatory. It allows the reader to gain a further understanding of what Smith is saying and allows them to understand her point. The fact that Smith has gone into depth and conducted her research shows how strongly she feels about the topic. It provides an accurate representation of the points she is putting across.
	Smith has written this article in a professional, academic tone as the audience it is intended for is within an academic or government profession. Because of this the article must be written in a formal tone as we can see consistently throughout. Smith provides evidence for both sides of the argument; however, I feel the language used throughout is objective. Smith’s aim seems to be to persuade her audience that more help must be provided for those ‘underachieving’. 
	An issue is mentioned straight away within Smith’s abstract, the issue being the regional comparisons made between England and Wales grades and curriculum.  A claim is made that perhaps socioeconomic tendencies and politics have played a role in unfair comparisons of grades. Smith has been consistent with her argument throughout the article as well as considerate of opposing arguments as she provides both perspectives, evidence from both regions are provided. The statistics in appendix 1 are provided by the Office of National Statistics, so whilst currently outdated and not entirely relevant to the present day, they are reliable and accurate government statistics. However, whilst the majority of the statistics range from 1991 up to 2003, the years on the tables are not consistent with each other. For example, table 7.8 focuses on Gross Domestic Product from 1991 up till 1998 whilst table 7.10 focuses on the years 1996 up to 2002. A more accurate representation may be provided if all the statistics were focused on the same year. In appendix 2, the statistics used are from the Welsh Joint Education Committee (WJEC) and focus on the achievement gap between boys and girls in Wales. Whilst all the dates match across all three tables, the achievement gap is only looked at from 1970 to 1999. Smiths’ article was written in 2005, which means there’s a period of 6 years where the achievement gap between boys and girls was unaccounted for and not taken into account in her work. As well as this, the main focus of the article was about comparisons between England and Wales. Smith could have also retrieved the achievement gap between boys and girls in England and compared them to the statistics she got from the WJEC.
To conclude, I feel as though Smith presented her work in a fair and justified manner. It was written professionally and suited her intended audience. Whilst it was a good argument, I found that more could be done to justify her points as mentioned above. I believe this is an appropriate academic article for those interested in this topic as it has broad coverage, reliable statistics and is set out in a way that makes it easy to read. 
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