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‘Poverty’ is frequently spoken about in society in a variety of contexts, many people and professionals will argue the meaning of poverty, it is evident that there is a various meaning of poverty as people’s views on the matter will differ, ‘both experts and the public see that society has a fundamental obligation to provide for people’s basic needs’ (Volmert, 2016, p. 3).
(Lister, 2004) proposes that society, legislators and policy makers outline poverty in several ways, it would be simpler on society if there was only one definition of poverty, ‘this concept of poverty is in essence about both to those who experience it and to different groups in society’ (Lister, R. 2004 p.4). People may often suggest that the discussion regarding poverty in the UK is that of an academic question. Rather than involving an individual that has lived in poverty and has experienced difficulty in accessing resources and goods, to understand the meaning of poverty in the current world it is vital to have a clear understanding of the word poverty in the UK, this consist of example a lack of resources but lack of resources can be defined in more than one way. Many professionals will try and put numbers on poverty but if there was a clearer understanding of poverty then it would make getting the numbers more accurate easier.
Booth (1987) survey of London in the 1880s was the first person to attempt to obtain information about how bad poverty in the UK really was. Booth suggested there was a line which was called the ‘line of poverty’ that we shouldn’t cross as it was seen as low-income poverty, and wasn’t what families wanted.
[bookmark: _Hlk25833984]“By the word poor I mean to describe those who have a fairly regular though bare income, such as 18 shillings to 2 shillings per week for a moderate family, and by ‘very poor’ those who fall below this standard, whether from chronic irregularity of work, sickness or a large number of young children” (Booth talking to the Royal Statistical Society in 1887; quoted by Glennerster 2004). 

 Gillie (1996) outlined that his view on society was to enable society to understand what it was like for them that have experienced poverty or are living in poverty now, Booth (1987) used this within his investigation into poverty to explore the meaning of poverty, this was related to how the school board employees and people who undertook the survey engaged with each individual and household. Gillie (1996) demonstrated how there was numerous problems, the main issues were that the houses that were being occupied were to small for the amount of people that were occupying them, it was also seen that servants were ignored when it came to poverty because of them living in  houses owned by wealthy people, research was then focused on individuals income and living standards in each household, as well as the quality of housing that was being lived in, what was not reached was the issues including employability, the number of children there was per household, and children’s education, booth focused his beliefs on what he believed were the main reasons individuals were pushed into poverty was through the lack of income, which then proved difficult for the families to access resources they would need to live well in society, booth also believed that ‘drink and thriftiness’ was also contributing to the problem of poverty, after some research it was shown that it was not as big as a problem that he had earlier believed  (Booth, 1897, p. 147–148).

Rowntree (1901) was also researching poverty through the concept of visual identification in his 1899 (Veit-Wilson, 1986, p. 92),  research, by doing this he got people to write down, and collect data to see whether they were  ‘living in obvious want and squalor’ (Rowntree, 1901  p. 114).  Veit-Wilson(1986) stated that money or economic resources were not his main focus when doing this assignment. Similar to Booth, Rowntree (1901) developed an understanding that the lack of money was one of the aspects that showed poverty. He also investigated the differences between families who were living in primary to those living in secondary poverty, it became evident to researchers that families could not always afford items they would need to live due to the income they were receiving. Rowntree (1901) view on poverty  was one of the first attempts made to define poverty, through exploring what constitutes primary poverty which involves the understanding of a lack of money for survival needs, and how families were in poverty if the income did not cover the cost of things required to buy things like food and goods which are essential things to survive. ‘subsistence standard’ approach was used by various professionals, legislators and has been applied to other contexts since its development in 1965. Rowntree (1901) carried out another survey in 1936. Which then investigated the wider issues of the requirements of individuals and families and the necessities of living a healthy life. It was also interesting to find that it also included radio, newspaper and items children needed, people’s views had changed on what was need to survive and live a good life, due to living in a world that was made up of more consumers than before.
After Booth, Rowntree (1897), the later definition which defined poverty is now being used by a wider range of people and study, other researchers have engaged with the concept of poverty, and defined the initial meaning of poverty, to include more subtle ways of living a good life. Abel-Smith, Townsend (1965) began to apply the national assistance Rates as an indication to what constitutes the poverty line in society, by now the definitions of poverty also included income, data was more accurate way of measuring the standards of living for individuals and families in today’s world, Hills, Alcock (2004) have had further discussions about different approaches about the definitions of poverty and what constitutes the lack of materials and resources.  (Niemietz, 2011) builds and extended critique of the government’s view on reducing poverty, as this Focused on relative income, but did not explore the issues of the resources that were needed to live a healthy and good life. Townsend, (1987) contributed by taking the concept of taking resources to replace income, being fundamental to such a definition he outlined that,
‘when they lack the resources to obtain the types of diet, participate in the activities and have the living conditions and amenities which are customary… in the societies to which they belong’ (Townsend, 1987, p. 125-146). 
His work also further refines what constitutes ‘resources’ in the context of poverty, such as home production, assets and income, he also  added that ‘the value of public services’ through health and education, were also included through the ability of looking at poverty through a multi-functional lens, where individual issues occur at the same time can contribute towards poverty.
When he came to his later works he had developed a clear understanding of the definition of poverty (as important) as he defined concepts of poverty such as deprivation (isolation, discrimination, lack of opportunities for education or employment), he argued that a lack of resources being in poverty is one of the aspects that can lead to deprivation. : “[Deprivation] turns on the level of conditions or activities experienced, [poverty] on the incomes and other resources directly available” (Townsend, 1987, p.125-146).
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Brexit and the big divide that it caused between different generations, due to their difference in opinion and having different views of the world.
Research has shown there has been an immense divide made between under 25-year olds who are being called baby boomers and those over fifty’s millennials (Boult,2016) one of the causes of the divide was that of Brexit. (Moore.2016) found that the majority of under 25s had voted to stay in the EU, whereas the  mass majority of over 50s had voted to leave the European union. This was not the first time the two generations have disagreed against each other.
The label of ‘baby boomers’ were those who were born between the years of 1892-2000 and those who were born between 1945-1965 were known as the millennials, these years may vary and are not exact,  it was discussed by willets (2010) that the baby bloomers were seen to be the generation of wealth and power due to being born post war, and that the large amount of people born in that era.
The baby boomers were seen to thriving after receiving improved and free education, having generous pensions, and a massive rise in builds built for affordable council houses in the years of 1950-1960 (Kynaston, 2009). This resulted in economic growth by those who’s affluences were rising, which seen individuals then purchasing more than ever before.
 The millennials however are seen to have little confidence to ever get on the property ladder or to even consider about saving for their retirement. 
There were two studies carried out  to retrieve information from both millennials and baby boomers to see the different experiences of those who lived in different parts of the uk,  study one  was titled Mind the (housing) Wealth gap, funded by the Leverhulme trust, and the second was called the housing aspirations of the people of Scotland funded by the Scottish government. 62 people were utilized to collected data regarding their housing experiences, The study showed that the baby boomers had more full ownership or mortgages on houses than that achieved by millennials,  the study also showed more millennials lived in relatives houses, or in rented accommodation, compared to other boomers who lived in rented sector housing.
After researching the two generations it has become evident that the younger generation of the baby boomers have that of an easier way of life, due to the change in society and how education has become more assessable compared to the millennials who lived in a time where society was tough due to low income and less access to education, which caused financial struggle and insecurity  due to not being able to get a career.
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