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The exhibition I will be curating is themed around plastic pollution. The intention of this exhibition is to present plastic pollution in a way in which the audience can see its effects on the world and, motivate change in other's behaviour, whether that be cutting down on plastic or considering how to recycle it.

The exhibition will take place outside in a grass field underneath a large canopy so that art pieces can be hung up and protected from bad weather. The exhibition area will have litter scattered about. I chose this because I feel it will benefit the exhibition to be placed in nature which at first glance looks beautiful but as the visitors continue looking around they will find more and more plastic scattered around them. My intention is that the viewers will first feel angry at the fact there is litter in an exhibition room but later on, will understand that this reflects the rest of the world; littering and waste ruining the beauty of the area.


[image: ]Upon first entering the exhibition, the audience will be confronted with a collection of sculptures called Toxic Life by Alvaro Soler Arpa (2016). These sculptures are of a variety of different animal's bones, which have been assembled with wire and stuffed with plastic inside them. This unsightly image will quickly provoke a reaction from the viewer as they will be able to see the effects of our waste in person. When reading about plastic pollution or hearing it on the news, it can be difficult to properly understand the extent of the problem. Confronting the viewer directly with an example of what is happening to our marine life will help illustrate the issue. A recent study by Australasian Parks & Leisure says that 'once a turtle had 14 plastic items in its gut there was a 50 per cent likelihood that it would cause death.' (Brown, 2018). She later adds that 'even a single piece of plastic can kill a turtle.' Having the first piece in the exhibition 
Fig 1. Arpa 2016

make such a strong argument will make the moment unforgettable and set an example for the rest of the exhibition. The installation created by Arpa consisted of over 20 sculptures, however for this exhibition, only 3 or 4 of them will be used and will be placed on the left-hand side, with plenty of space between them for visitors to walk between them. 


The next piece is a campaign called Trash Isles by Lad Bible Group (2017). The organisation has created a campaign to turn a large collection of plastic waste that is the size of France in the ocean, into a country; forcing people's attention to it by doing so. The intention of this campaign is to bring awareness to how much plastic is in the ocean by doing something as over the top as turning it into a country. The company have created a flag, passport and currency, which they have called Debris, for this island and encourage others to become a [image: ]citizen.  The exhibition will have their flag and posters on display, hung up on the wall of the canopy with a table below showcasing their passport and currency.  'There are 5.25 trillion pieces of plastic trash in the world’s oceans, and each year, 8 million tons of plastic is added to the count.' says Groden (2015). She continues by saying 'by 2025, the ocean could contain one ton of 
Fig 2. Lad Bible Group (2017)

plastic for every three tons of finfish.' The fact alone that we have produced enough waste to produce a country-sized plot of land will hopefully encourage others to change their ways. Another study conducted by the University of Georgia (2017) reveals that 'if current trends continue, roughly 12 billion metric tons of plastic waste (about 35,000 times as heavy as the Empire State Building) will be in landfills or the natural environment by 2050.' This statistic alone shows that it is important to act as soon as possible to help prevent this from becoming a reality. 


[image: ]Thirdly the viewer will come across The Bottle Project created by artists Jana Cruder and Matthew LaPenta of Natural Plasticity (2018). These inflatable installations replicate single-use plastic such as bottles and cups on a larger scale, measuring twenty to thirty feet. These large installations quickly draw people's attention and cause viewers to consider their own waste and how they 
Fig 3. Natural Plasticity (2018)
dispose of it.  The art pieces will be to the right from the Lad Bible Group 
collection and diagonal from the Toxic Life installations. When the installations are placed in environments such as parks and offices, it immediately looks very unnatural and daunting, as does the large collection of plastic sitting in landfills. These large art pieces mimic what landfills and oceans are full of in a simple yet effective way. Despite these pieces being transparent, they stand out very easily and give the viewer the chance to quite literally, stand face to face with the problem that we've all contributed to.  The University of Georgia (2017) has said that  'by 2015, humans had generated 8.3 billion metric tons of plastics, 6.3 billion tons of which had already become waste. Of that waste, only 9% was recycled.' The large statistic of how much waste we produce is reflected in the size of this installation and although we may think it is being recycled. The University of Georgia has  also said that 'Global production of plastics increased from 2 million metric tons in 1950 to over 400 million metric tons in 2015.' This substantial increase 


[image: ]Lastly, the exhibition will end on Blox and Bax by Kenny Scharf (2017), who has used a variety of collected plastic items such as packaging, old toys and a broken television to create pieces of art. The artist has transformed rubbish and litter into colourful, and inspiring art by painting over and conjoining objects. These three-dimensional art pieces will be placed on the wall of the canopy, diagonal from the Trash Isles and to the right of The Bottle Project, this layout has the two installations far apart to allow plenty of walkway space and have the two wall pieces far apart as well to avoid having art pieces too similar next to each other. It is also important that the exhibition ends with Blox and Bax as I would like visitors to leave with an optimistic outlook rather than a pessimistic one. In other words, I would like the exhibition to inspire others to 
Fig 4. Scharf, K. (2017) 

change how much plastic they consume and how they dispose of it, as opposed to feeling overwhelmed by the plastic pollution crisis our world is facing. Blox and Bax differ the most from the previous three pieces, as it is the most colourful; the others using muted, natural tones. This art piece also holds a different message within it and it's colourful exterior matches this.  The Green Education Foundation (2018) has compiled a list of small and simple changes we can make to produce less waste. Firstly they say to 'stop using plastic staws', 'use a reusable produce bag' and to 'buy boxes instead of bottles.' Although these changes are easy to implement into our daily routines, it is clear that many people aren't aware that they can help cut down on plastic. 'Recycle Your Plastics' (2019) also have a list of what recycled plastic can be made into. They say that 'Bottles and containers used for milk, shampoo, laundry detergent and household cleaners can make new bottles and containers, plastic lumber, picnic tables, lawn furniture, playground equipment, recycling bins.' and also add that 'recycled plastic bags and wraps can be made into plastic lumber that is used to make park benches, backyard decks and fences.' We are able to reuse our plastics into new things and prevent them from ending up in landfills, but not everyone is exposed to these ideas. My intention is that the viewers of my exhibition will feel influenced by Scharf's ability to turn plastic into art; even if the viewer is not an artist themselves.

Putting together an exhibition has proved to be an arduous yet interesting task as I have been able to research a topic that I am passionate about and use art to convey its message. The aesthetic layout plays a large roll in how the exhibition is perceived and I believe that having a large, thought-provoking piece first will catch people off guard and change the usual routine of having a stronger piece shown last. The order in which the viewer will see each piece is also important and I intended to put together a narrative of sorts, starting with portraying the issue as it is and then showing examples of ways we can change our behaviour and leaving the viewer feeling inspired. I also think that my inclusion of having litter scattered around the exhibition helped express my opinions and conveyed the importance of plastic pollution.
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