Task 2 – Touring Theatre
In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues?
Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are creating.
Due to a growing divide between political parties, and social and cultural conflict highlighted and broadcasted in the news 24/7 and easily available due to the technological age we live in, I believe that touring theatre is essential, especially for the younger generation, to hopefully offer different perspectives. 
Our target audience of children 9 to 10 years old are at a vital age as at this age the children start to go through emotional and social changes such as;
“Starting to form stronger, more complex friendships and peer relationships. It becomes more emotionally important to have friends, especially of the same sex.
Experiencing more peer pressure.
Becoming more aware of his or her body as puberty approaches. Body image and eating problems sometimes start around this age.” [footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/childdevelopment/positiveparenting/middle2.html] 

It’s also the age where children really start to develop their independence and intellect as they:
“Face more academic challenges at school.
Become more independent from the family.
Begin to see the point of view of others more clearly.
Have an increased attention span.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/childdevelopment/positiveparenting/middle2.html
] 

Unfortunately, statistics would suggest that most children of this age aren’t exposed to the theatre as the most common age group in theatre audiences is 65-74 with the average age being 52. [footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://www.theaudienceagency.org/asset/1104  - slide 13
] 

Data also shows that the majority (53%) of theatre attendance is occurring within London in 43% of the venues used in the study. [footnoteRef:4]
 [4:  http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/sites/default/files/download-file/Analysis%20of%20Theatre%20in%20England%20-%20Final%20Report.pdf  - page 29 – slide 39] 

These results show why touring theatre pieces such as ours are so crucial as wider exposure is desperately needed. This claim is backed by the aims of The Arts Council of Wales by investing “additional funding for theatre production and national touring” [footnoteRef:5]	 [5:  Arts Council of Wales. Delivering our vision: a Strategy for Success. December 2010. Page 3.
] 

Because of this, we wanted to address some universal social and cultural issues that almost everyone can relate to so that our performance would engage our target audience.
Something we address within our performance is the inclusion of different cultures. We accomplish this by making use of the different languages available within our cast and switch between utilizing English, Finnish and Welsh languages to show pride in our differences.
Our theme throughout our created piece of theatre is to try and show that an individual’s differences are something to be celebrated and not ashamed of. This is an important message to deliver to children of 9 and 10 years old, and we attempted to make each of our short stories relatable to the social issues they themselves might face such as bullying, puberty or simply not fitting in. 
However, we wanted to avoid being preachy as most children that age would lose interest in a lecture as according to a study by the BBC: “children spend an average of six and a half hours a day in front of a screen…”[footnoteRef:6]
We can still attempt to approach these complex topics through the medium of touring theatre, which benefits us in two ways. Firstly, it will ideally keep the children more attentive to the message we are making an effort to deliver. Secondly, the subtlety of the piece creates a safe space for the children in case they feel justifiably sensitive about some of the subject matters rather than bluntly addressing the topics head-on.  [6:  http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-32067158 ] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude, I think that touring theatre can have a colossal impact, especially when targeted at younger generations, addressing relevant issues. I would also argue that it’s not only useful but essential due to the accessibility it can bring to a wider audience that might not be exposed to the theatre without touring.
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