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The community of child poverty in Swansea, Wales, is a varied environment shaped by socioeconomic inequities and historical factors. Despite community development initiatives, obstacles remain in supporting sustainable growth and meeting the needs of vulnerable groups, notably children living in poverty. This report will look at the intricacies within Swansea's community that will be touched by child poverty, emphasizing the need for comprehensive community development policies to stimulate growth, address inequities, and enhance the well-being of children and families affected by poverty.
According to Scottish Community Development (2023), community development in Wales refers to a process that empowers and strengthens the collective ability of people within a community to improve their quality of life and includes a variety of tactics and projects intended to promote social inclusion, economic empowerment, environmental sustainability, and general well-being within a community. The Common Room (2023) finds that community growth in Wales refers to a community's observable development and improvement in several categories such as economic, social, cultural, and environmental. Infrastructure development, job creation, educational opportunities, healthcare access, social cohesion, and general improvement of the community's resources and skills are all part of it. 
In the past, "poverty" was a term that people only associated with financial hardship. However, Sherwood & Denty (2017) discovered that the deprivation brought on by financial hardship was what was harming people rather than the absence of money per se, but rather the opportunities, decent living conditions, and nutrition that came with their circumstances. Swansea Council (2020) recognizes this and defines poverty in their community as a family with an income below the minimum wage standard, a family without sufficient access to high-quality essential services, and a family without sufficient opportunities or resources to participate in social, cultural, recreational, and decision-making activities within their community.  
There have been significant periods of poverty throughout history, particularly child poverty, that have occurred throughout Wales' history as a result of a variety of social, political, and economic circumstances. Before industrialization, according to the Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2022), poverty was common in Wales, especially in rural areas where many families lived in poor conditions because of limited cultivating opportunities, being without a home, and frequent food shortages that also affected children. Economic growth was accompanied by widespread poverty in Wales as a result of industrialization with many children frequently employed in mines, factories, and other industries, where they faced difficult working conditions and low pay, which permitted the exploitation of child labor, raised the poverty rate among children, and reduced living standards for many families (Cartwright, 2023). Cartwright (2023) is acknowledged by evidence gathered by Rider (2017), which indicates that children, many of whom were as young as five or six years old, would typically work between 12 and 16 hours a day. Their labor frequently resulted in terrible accidents, injuries that lasted a lifetime, and a lack of education for the children involved.
Many Welsh localities experienced widespread unemployment and severe economic suffering as a consequence of the 20th century's fall of heavy industries, such as coal mining and steel manufacturing, according to the BBC (2014), this once again resulted in higher rates of poverty that mostly affected families and children. Cartwright (2023) noted that while Wales has had a diverse economy and advancements in living standards, particular areas and communities of people still struggle with poverty, with child poverty being a persistent issue that affects schooling, health, and general well-being.
Carradice (2014) finds that Swansea saw a significant transformation throughout the Industrial Revolution, with the city gaining the title of "Copperopolis" in the 18th and 19th centuries and as a result of its association with the copper industry, became the largest copper smelting operations in the world, with the city becoming industrialized as a result, drawing vast numbers of people looking for employment and contributing significantly to the international copper trade. According to Lambert (2021), who also noted that the Swansea Canal made it simpler to move bulky raw materials to and from the port, the port of Swansea likewise saw a boom throughout the 19th century. Likewise, Lambert (2021) also claims that due to this there was an increase in employment increasing quickly over the 19th century, rising from 6,831 in 1801 to 16,000 by 1841, and then to over 100,000 by the century's conclusion. As a result, Swansea had cholera outbreaks in 1832 and 1849 and became congested, filthy, and unhygienic. As a result, Swansea saw some 19th-century improvements that made it possible for a dispensary to open in 1808 where those who were poor could receive free medicine. A year later, in 1809, an Act of Parliament established a group of men known as the Paving Commissioners, who were in charge of paving, maintaining, and lighting the streets. 
According to the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) (2014), coal was the fuel of the Industrial Revolution and replaced wood as the staple resource. They also found that while there were mines throughout Wales and Swansea in the 15th century, they were mostly used for small-scale industry and that in the 16th and 17th centuries, the export industry was primarily developing around the Swansea area, with the BBC (2014) showing that It was not until the 18th century that the Welsh coal fields began to benefit, as coal replaced charcoal as the preferred fuel for smelting, and with the development of machinery, production could continue to meet demand. Swansea saw extreme hardship during the Great Depression of the 1930s due to extremely high unemployment rates, even though the tinplate, steel, and copper industries were booming at the start of the 20th century. There is evidence to suggest by Lampert (2023) that the economy boomed again during World War II, and after the war ended, the traditional metalworking and mining industries declined dramatically by the end of the 20th century, resulting in the closure of many collieries in South Wales.
Madahar (2016) asserts that addressing poverty is a significant difficulty, especially locally, and that to be as successful as possible, this has to be taken into consideration with the available data. Similar findings are made by Thomas and Thomas (2023), who conclude that the Welsh government's greatest issue will be to properly address child poverty, which has been a recurrent problem for previous Welsh governments and has been made worse by growing living expenses. 
The Department for Work and Pensions' data on child poverty, according to Tutty (2023), indicates that 8,502 children in Swansea were living in relative poverty in the year that ended in April 2022, which means that 20.9% of children in the area were in families whose income was less than 60% of the average household income and who claimed child benefit in addition to at least one other household benefit. As to the findings of Save the Children (2012), out of 200,000 children in Wales, one in three live in poverty, with 90,000 of them (14%) in extreme poverty. Additionally, according to Save the Children (2012), there will be over 800,000 more children growing up in poverty in the UK by 2020 as a direct result of increased living expenses, high unemployment, reductions in public spending, and adjustments to benefit programs.
Growing up in poorer areas of Swansea and Wales increases the likelihood that a child would get inadequate assistance for their education, no safe park or playground, inadequate daycare, and inadequate health care (Galster et al., 2007). There are several unavoidable long-term effects of this, including worse adult outcomes, worse mental and physical health, and decreased academic success (Featherstone et al, 2019). Children in underprivileged neighborhoods are more likely to start drinking when they are young, and this increases the likelihood that they will develop an alcohol dependency and use other illegal drugs later in life (Bandyopadhyay et al, 2022). Children who grow up in poor communities have fewer opportunities for success and lower levels of schooling. As a result of this, their earning potential in later life differs significantly from that of their counterparts (Galster et al, 2007). When it comes to community safety, neighborhoods with problems often limit kids' access to outdoor activities after school and encourage more sedentary lifestyles. Children in low-income neighborhoods are disproportionately affected by this when it comes to childhood obesity (Wickham et al, 2016). Adolescent pregnancy is often the result of poor socioeconomic circumstances at the family and community levels, and it is strongly linked to negative health outcomes and social repercussions (Bandyopadhyay et al, 2023). 
In Wales and Swansea, free school breakfast clubs have played a significant role in combating child poverty by giving underprivileged children vital support, fostering community development, and being viewed as an integral part of education that enhances attendance and learning (Hopkins, 2012). These initiatives made sure they had access to a healthy meal at the beginning of the day, which improved their development, health, and focus on class (Hoyland et al, 2009). Similar findings are reported by Defeyter et al. (2020), who find that it increased student engagement and attendance rates, which, in turn, produced a supportive environment and gave children from poor backgrounds a place to feel included and supported. Ultimately, this helped to lessen the financial burden on low-income families and freed up household budgets for other necessities. Nation Cymru (2022) argues, however, that although breakfast clubs were part of an effort to combat child poverty and support low-income families, one in seven parents of children in primary school are unable to secure a spot in a breakfast club because not all local authorities are required to provide breakfasts to schools unless the school specifically requests them, and schools are not required to run them, which means that for the 1 in 7 lower-income homes children are at danger of being hungry every morning, this policy now serves little purpose. Butler (2021) draws attention to the fact that the government has not been able to effectively assist the poorest families in the wake of the pandemic and the crisis in the cost of living. Many of these families have found that the additional expenses of feeding and amusing their children at home drive up expenses during school closures. A great deal of worry and anxiety was also caused by the fact that many parents lacked the instruments, resources, and abilities necessary to effectively assist their child's learning and development at home (BBC, 2021).
In 2020, Marcus Rashford proposed an additional program to assist low-income families and children. The program aimed to provide free school lunches during vacations, generating $20 million to provide 3 million meals. Nevertheless, despite this, a lot of families expressed dissatisfaction over the food parcels they were receiving, claiming that they were insufficient for feeding a child or providing enough nutrition. As a result, the government decided to reinstate the voucher program, which restored people's dignity and gave them the freedom to choose what to feed their families and themselves "during these trying times" (Richardson, 2021).
Policies in Wales designed to combat child poverty have improved the lives of children and their families, but eradicating child poverty presents difficult, multidimensional obstacles that need consistent work over an extended period (Welsh Government, 2023). Though eradicating poverty requires more extensive structural changes and long-term solutions, strategies put in place in Wales concentrate on improving prospects for disadvantaged families and lessening the immediate consequences of poverty (British Broadcasting Corporation, 2021). 
In conclusion for the government of Wales, child poverty is not a recent issue. After setting and then abandoning goals to abolish child poverty, they have been attempting to address it for years. Although several initiatives have attempted to address it, it is also not a simple issue to fix. Structural, societal, and economic variables all contribute to the persistence of continuing difficulties. in addition to health, education, and general development, and this is especially true in light of the current pandemic and the rising expense of living. It has resulted in insufficient nutrition, fewer chances for advancement in life, and worse educational performance.  The Welsh Government has shown its commitment to addressing child poverty by enacting policies, initiatives, and interventions that expressly target the issue in addition to issues like income disparity, job possibilities, affordable housing availability, the quality of education, and social support networks. The main goals are to lessen inequality, assist families, and provide children with better opportunities in life. Collaboration between governmental agencies, nonprofit groups, local communities, and educational institutions is a common component of strategies to reduce child poverty. These partnerships seek to detect needs and put customized solutions into action. In addition to providing urgent financial help, tackling the core causes of child poverty via interventions that focus on social support, work possibilities, and education are equally necessary long-term initiatives.
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