
Satyrica  : themes and revision

Courtney 2001 95ff. lists six motifs and themes of the Cena:
i) death, 26.9, 34.10 and many other places
ii) trickery and deception, 30.9, 54
iii attempt by T to imitate and emulate the customs of his social superiors, 47.3, 54.5
iv) E's increasing sense of oppression, 47.5, 65.1
v) allusions to earlier dinner parties, 48.1, 56.7
vi) attempts to uphold culture, 48.4, 50.1

topics for revision:

- Characterization (e.g. Trimachio; Encolpius) (see Encolpius lecture).
- Narrative issues (consider e.g. Encolpius' characterization and reliability; the voice of the 
narrative). (see Encolpius lecture).
- Food and drink (see sheet).
- Death (see sheet).
- Theatre and spectacle (see sheet).
- Literary allusion (see literary allusion lecture).
- Generic concerns, including links with the ancient novel and satire (verse satire such as Horace 
Satire 2.8; Menippean satire; content which mocks?) (see intro lecture + literary allusion lecture).
- Relationship of the Cena to Roman society (e.g. accurate portrayal of freedman life and concerns 
or dining practice?) (see sheet).


