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Changes from special educational needs (SEN) to Additional Learning Needs (ALN)SENCO – ALNCO 
According to the Blaenau Gwent (no date), the special education needs coordinator SENCO is changing to additional learning needs coordinator ALNcO. The ALNcO is responsible for managing special education needs within the school. The ALNcO’s key roles may include overseeing the day to day operation of the schools ALN policy, advising and support teachers and other members of staff in schools or settings, liaising with parents, carrying out assessments and overseeing records of all children with ALN in the school or setting.
Challenges?
· Funding?
· Welsh Language?
· Work capacity?
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Core Aims 
· A unified legislative frame work, to support children and young people age 0-25 with ALN in schools and further education as opposed to the current system for SEN up to age 16 and learning disabilities and/or disabilities (LDD) for over 16, each are both covered by separate legislation. 
· An integrated, collaborative process or assessment, planning and monitoring, with early, timely and effective interventions, including duties on health boards and local authorities to collaborate with each other to meet a child or young person’s ALN through an individual development plan (IDP)
· A fair and transparent system for providing information and advice, and for resolving concerns and appeals, this includes requiring local authorities to make arrangements for avoiding and resolving disagreements, revising a system described by previous reviews as complex and bewildering and adversarial
Dauncey, 2016 
The Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 (The Act) makes provision for a new statutory framework for supporting children and young people with additional learning needs (ALN) which will be in place by the year 2020. This replaces existing legislation surrounding special educational needs (SEN) and the assessment of children and young people with learning difficulties and/or disabilities (LDD) in post-16 education and training. The Act also continues the existence of the Special Educational Needs Tribunal for Wales, which provides for children, their parents and young people to appeal against decisions made by the local authority in relation to their or their child’s ALN but renames it the Education Tribunal for Wales according to Children in Wales (2014). 


       Section 312(1) of the Education Act 1996 states that children have Special Educational Needs (SEN) if a person has a learning difficulty which calls for special educational provision to be made for them and Under section 312(2), a child has a learning difficulty if they have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the same age (Dauncey, 2016)
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