- - - e e P e _Context- The purpose of this posteris to infor ucational professionals on\«\ays inwhich Barnes (2015) theoretical models of cross curricularteaching can be used
Cross Curricular Lmnmg Withinthe Foundation Phase within schools to incorporate literacy, numeracy and digital competence as cross-curricular responsibilities. The poster exemplifies two specificmodels considering

Our School Environment the benefits and limitations linked to theory/research. The activities discussed are suitable for a Year 2 class within the Foundation Phase ,and the overriding theme
for the activitiesis ‘Our School Environment'.
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Introduction -Cross curricularleaming provides the opportunity to combine a range of subject skills and knowledge to develop a well-balanced, integrated curriculum (Hayes 2010). In the evolving Welsh curriculumand 215t Century modern world of teaching this
approach is becomingincreasingly popular as Donaldson (2015) describes cross curricular responsibilities are key foundations toleaming. With ever-expanding demands for confident, well rounded individualsin learning andin life, children need tobe giventhe opportunity
to developandapplythese key skills across the curriculum and in meaningful concepts (Donaldson 2015, Kerry 2015). The idea is to reduce the emphasis on subject boundaries toencourage childrento think'outside of the box' creatively with originality, however it does not
advocate eliminating these barriers completely (Rose 2009). The hope is byimproving teacher's subject knowledge on howthe approach shouldlookin aschool setting, it can encourage a well-balanced curriculum thatis both integrated and effective (Kerry 2015).

odel One — Interdisciplinary An interdisciplinary approach takes two or more leaming areas;the knowledge and
skills frombothare drawntogetherto producea creative purposeful outcome (Bames 2015). These activities will take place
in a year 2 class over atermandwill be completed througha whole class, group work approach. The Theme: Recycling - Based on book 'Don’t Throw That Away!'
Hook- Show children the recycling sign, have they seenit before? What does it mean? Read the book Don’t Throw That Away! That
encourages children not to throw recyclable objects away butto reuse them for something useful.
KUW, Numeracy and DCF- Children willgo on a litter pick around the school collecting items that have been thrown away, isitgood
to throw rubbish on the floor? What should we dowith it? The objects collected will thenbe sortand classified. Firstly, they cansort
then in any way they choose as long as they have two criterions and canjustify it. Theywill thensort by the object's material
developing KUW properties skills which links to Science and Technology AOLE. Children willthen complete a digital pictogram on J2E
on the objects theyfound,interpreting the data e.g. which material were most/ least popular? (Children should previously be taught
Pictograms). Welsh Government (2013b) highlights that for children to progress in cross-curricular responsibilities skills they must
consolidate and apply them in a variety of contexts and complexities .This activity integrates three areas of the curriculum for
childrento developtheirskills, yet is all focused around one main activity, a little pick. This therefore also encouraging childrento
think beyondsubject boundaries (Rose 2009), (WG 2019).
Creative Development (Art Strand) and Literacy - Children will use recyclable materials to create something new, however they
must create their own version of something that was discussedin the book e.g. bird feeder, a vase. Therefore prior to creating their
pieces of work they must retell and sequence the story using pictures of the objects. Childrenwill develop design, craft and modellin
skills which also link to the Expressive Arts AOLE. This also develops the 'Creative Contributors'4 purpose.
Creative Development (Drama strand) and DCE- Childrenwill create an environmental character like the girlin the book e.g Eco
Elephant, Landfill Lenny onJ2E. Give thema name, what dothey look like, what type of character are they? Where do theylive?
Become the characterand create/record a play between you and your friends onthe Ipad, save it withan appropriate name to share
with people intheirgroup. Children will develop their Creative Movement 'pretending' skills which links tothe Drama element of
Expressive Arts AOLE. This activity alsoaims to improve children's confidence, Donaldson (2015) highlights how children
should be healthy, confidentindividuals, yet Estyn (2018b) emphasis how progress insoft skills e.g confidence and
socialisnot assessed enough. Thisactivity couldalso be used as an Enhance Provision, in the Role PlayArea.
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Diagram of models

g g adapted from Barnes (2015).

* =Review of Model- Benefits An-iriterdisciplinary approachallows teachers to ‘make connections withinand across
AOLE’ one of Dofialdson 12 pedagogicalprinciples as it gives the ability tocombine two or more teaching elements Curriculum Links
creatively (Donaldson 2015, p.68). WG (2015 p.14-35) and W.G (2018, p.2-3 )

¢ Allows childrento see connections between their learning and build on previous knowledge in a range of
contexts (Pewey 1929 cited in Barnes 2015 p.261) Cremin (2018) supports stating how |leamers can deepen their
knowledge by making curriculum connections.

e Supports the constructivistleaming approach, as children do not learh throughpassive absorptionbutthrough
interpreting new information and ideas linked to previous knowledge and experiences, (Piaget 1936 cited in Barnes 2018)

e Creates meaningful engaging opportunities to encourage leamers. Estyn (2016a) and Estyn (2018a) highlight how best
practice schools use stimulating, imaginative and relevant experiences to improve participationand progression.

e Limitations Ifteachers do notimbed the model correctlyit,canneglect the crucialimportance of disciplinary -
strlctures. Teachersneed to know how and whythey are teaching and'be able to create a balance between both forms of
teachingto enhance children's learning, not hinderit (Barnes 2015), (Biesta 201.0). |

e Children need tobegiventime:to firstly learn the specificsubject skills and then time to apply themin different
situations. Childrenneedito be assisted through Zones of Proximal Development(ZPD) with suitable scaffolding and
opportunities to apply theirskills (Vygotsky 1978).

e All teachers have different perceptions'on how some AOLE link to others, often resulting in unclear teaching and
learning (Rowley and Cooper 2009). Teachers canstruggle asthere are more prominent links between some AOLE than
others and therefore some AOLE are taught more than others (Hayes 2010).

*  Some teachers may become reluctant to making links to learning areas they are not confidentwith ordo notvalueas
much as others, which does not foster the evolving curriculum (Reid 2005).

‘use standard units to measure: —length,
height and distance:

‘contribute to discussion, keeping a focus on
the topic’ ‘share information to complete a
task’ ‘follow a structure in their writing with
support, e.g. reports’

'create  multimedia components in order
to develop text, image, sound for arange of
tasks.
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