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POLICE SCRIPT –
Good morning, everyone.
I’m Police Constable Gemma Burton from the Safeguarding Unit.
Our unit plays a vital role in protecting vulnerable children, and we do that by working in close partnership with all of you here today (HMIC, 2015).
As a team we believe that this report may contain information, which could potentially contribute towards creating a more complete picture of the safeguarding issues involved within this case. Our duty of care is reflected in Section 47 of the Children Act 1989, as mentioned by Cara, which places a statutory duty on us as police to assist social services when there is reasonable cause to suspect that a child is suffering, or likely to suffer, significant harm (UK Government, 1989). 
This is my report - 
On the 20th of June at approximately 10pm, officers were called to the address following a report from a neighbour concerned about the children’s welfare. The neighbour reported shouting and arguing coming from the property, which had become progressively worse over the last few months and reported that the couple regularly argued. The neighbour was worried about violent behaviour, raising concerns about the children’s safety and well-being.
[bookmark: _Hlk202278501]The officer’s role on arrival was to identify potential and actual risks, taking the necessary steps to ensure everyone’s safety, by anticipating or effectively managing safety and vulnerability concerns (College of Policing, 2019). 
On arrival, the officers were met by a distressed scene. A baby, who we now know as Leila, 9 months old, was screaming, and a 3-year-old child, Jack, was upset and anxiously clutching at mum’s legs. In the kitchen, there were several open cans of alcohol visible on the table. Gareth, who was intoxicated, was present and claimed to be Sophie’s partner. Sophie appeared frightened and subdued. While she denied any abuse or violence, her demeanour suggested she was uncomfortable. She reassured the officers that the situation had been resolved, and that there were no concerns regarding the children’s safety.
However, the officers noted some concerns regarding Sophie’s behaviour, as some signs of domestic abuse were apparent. Gareth stood very close to Sophie while she answered the officers’ questions, clearly violating her personal space and watching closely what she was saying. According to the NHS, emotional abuse can involve actions such as, standing over someone and controlling what they say, which is often paired with intimidation or belittling (NHS, 2022).
[bookmark: _Hlk201414052]In addition to this, as the officers approached the house, they heard a male voice shouting demeaning and disparaging remarks. This aligns with the definition of emotional or psychological abuse under the Domestic Abuse Act 2021, which recognises persistently undermining a person’s sense of self-worth as another symptom (UK Government Legislation, 2021).
Furthermore, the officers also noted the children’s behaviour, who were showing signs of emotional distress such as clinginess and crying. These are considered short-term symptoms seen in young children who have or are experiencing domestic abuse (Barnardo’s, 2024).
The officers present advised Gareth to leave the house, no immediate safeguarding action were taken at this time, however, the officers assessed any further risk and gathered information (College of Policing, 2015). The officers highlighted the importance of keeping children safe from the arguing between herself and Gareth. Sophie was also made aware of the officers’ concerns regarding Gareth’s behaviour and explained that under section 3 of the ‘Domestic Abuse Act 2021’ children are also recognised and considered victims of domestic abuse if they see, hear, or experience the effects of the abuse (UK GOV Legislation, 2021).The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 was also mentioned to Sophie explaining how involving the police at an early stage can help clarify whether a criminal offence has occurred and if further investigation is required (Welsh Gov, 2021).
The officers also noted that ‘Refuge’, a domestic abuse charity, could provide Sophie with independent, non-judgemental support, should she choose to seek help (Refuge, n.d.).
However, the following morning, Sophie’s mother, contacted the police station following the neighbour reporting the incident to her. She expressed her concerns, for her daughter and grandchildren’s safety. She requested information about Gareth under Clare’s Law (2014). This allows individuals to ask the police about a partner’s previous history of domestic abuse (South Wales Police, n.d). The police disclosed that Gareth had previous convictions for domestic abuse, confirming the risk to Sophie and her children.
Following the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2025) we have conducted additional recent searches of records for all known adults significantly involved with the children prior to this meeting (Safeguarding Wales, n.d). There is nothing more to report.
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