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1. Introduction.
[bookmark: _Hlk500759479]
How image makers have utilised modern digital technology to scrutinize the technology-driven world, the surveillance state and conflict.   
This essay will explore how image makers have utilised modern digital technology to scrutinize the technology-driven world, the surveillance state and conflict.   
Artists demonstrate their thoughts and opinions on technology, surveillance and conflict through images, many of which have been created and manipulated using modern day technology.    Technology has also been very beneficial for many artists whose work would never have been realised without the inventions of modern technology.  Art and technology have, in the last few decades, become more intertwined than they had ever before. Art and technology becoming more intertwined has provided new ways to mix various types of media, allowing for an easier process of creation and increased human interaction.  As a society, we have become obsessed and dependant with modern technology finding it difficult to function in our daily lives without this technology and we neglect other areas of our lives.    Surveillance art has become popular in recent years and can be found in galleries all over the world. Many surveillance projects would not be possible without modern technology as the use of drones, digital cameras, spy cameras, lasers and computers.    World conflict has been documented within the art industry by artists who brave the violence to show the world their images of the devastation of war. Conflict can also be found within the art world with images that are contradictory which can cause conflict within the viewers own head as they try to make sense of the contradiction.  Technology has paved a way for artists to capture intense images from inside the war as well as manipulating images that create conflict.   








2. The technology-driven world. 

Technology is used in most aspects of life currently, but is it beneficial or is it a detriment to modern society?   Whilst many artists are known to use modern digital technology to create or manipulate their works therefore creating something that maybe could not exist without the use of technology, other artists who disapprove of the excessive use of technology, have created works that criticize such.   People have become dependent on the use of personal devices to connect with the world.  Tasks take less time and are easier to achieve, People and places that before were far away now seem closer than ever. Despite these benefits, Eric Pickersgill displayed his opinion of how technology affects social behaviour in his collection of works titled ‘Removed’.  Whilst sitting in a café, Pickersgill noticed a family at a table near him. The father and two daughters had their smartphones in their hands, but the mother did not. The mother was gazing out of the window sad and alone even though she was surrounded by her family.  Pickersgill found it sad that even when people are in the physical presence of others, attention is divided between what is physically in front of us and what is not.  It was in that moment when Pickersgill realised that the use of these devices had become so common that it is no longer questioned.  ‘Removed’ was created as a reaction to this trip to the café.  Pickersgill captured black and white images of everyday people re-enacting scenes that are experienced daily, using the personal devices, except that he had any devices removed so that the subject was staring into an empty hand. 
‘The motivation wasn’t to create a body of work to shame or bash people who use technology, it was more to create a piece that operates like a mirror, so people can see what they’re doing and bring attention to something that’s become normal quite quickly. If a sub-culture of people were the only ones who had access to those devices and were using them as often, I think the rest of the world would be quite suspicious or concerned. However, it’s something we’re all partaking in, so I think we’re less cynical as a whole.’ -Eric Pickersgill.
[image: Image result for eric pickersgill][image: ]
[image: Image result for eric pickersgill removed photos](fig. A, top left. B top right & C bottom)

 Antoine Geiger is another artist that has created work based on the use of personal devices. This work titled ‘Sur-Fake’ are images that show people staring at their smartphones and tablets, but he has digitally manipulated those images using modern technology so that it looks like the faces of the subjects in the images are literally being sucked into the phone screen.  

“placing the screen as an object of ‘mass subculture,’ alienating the relation to our own body, and more generally to the physical world.” Antoine Geiger.

This work is contradictory as Geiger used modern digital technology to create images depicting the over use of technology.  Technology is all around us. Televisions, phones, refrigerators, ovens and microwaves and computers are just a small example of our use of technology in our daily lives.  Technology can be found everywhere we turn. Restaurants, banks, car manufacturers, convenience shops, schools and major companies. The places and the ways in which technology is used is endless and although the use of personal devices is affecting society and it is sad that personal connections are being replaced with connections via technology, unfortunately the need for the use of technology outweighs the want for human interaction.  

[image: Image result for antoine geiger photos](FigD)[image: Image result for antoine geiger](fig. E)[image: Image result for antoine geiger photos](fig. F)















3. The surveillance state.  
 Surveillance is all around us in the forms of CCTV cameras, officials such as the police and through the technology we use in our daily lives.  Every place we go, every website we visit, every message we send and every image we upload is documented via the world wide web.  This information can be used to monitor the people of the world and we are aware of this, but it doesn’t stop us from continuing to upload our information.  The use of cameras in public can and has helped with containing crime and catching those who do commit crimes.   The idea of surveillance comes from Bentham’s Panopticon which was a prison design that would place the prison cells in a circle around a central tower where the guards could see the prisoners at all times.  This intended to instill into the prisoners that they are always being watched so they would behave. 
[image: Image result for bentham's panopticon](fig. G)
Although surveillance issues are addressed by journalists, they struggle to compete with the impact that surveillance art has on the viewer.   Edward Snowden is a former Central Intelligence Agency employee, and former contractor for the United States government. Snowden leaked classified information from the National Security Agency  in 2013 without authorization. The information that he leaked revealed numerous worldwide surveillance programs, many run by the NSA and the Five Eyes Intelligence Alliance.  These agencies had the cooperation of telecommunication companies and European governments to achieve global surveillance. Although this was and still is a big news story, it seems to have more impact on those who have viewed art based on Snowden as it creatively challenges the viewer to think about what it means to be human in a time of data. 
[image: Image result for edward snowden art](fig. H)
Surveillance art is found in galleries around the world.   A more recent example of artists creating work around surveillance is and exhibit titled ‘Watching you, Watching me’.  It is organized by the Open Society Foundations in New York and features ten artists and photographers.  These artists have offered the viewer a new way of understanding surveillance.   One of the artists that has produced work for this exhibit is Hasan Elahi who created what appears to be a beautiful tapestry hanging on the wall, but it is made up of thousands of tiny images.  After Elahi was stopped at the Detroit airport in 2002 because his name appeared on the terrorist watchlist.  He was interviewed by the FBI and cleared as a possible terrorist, but this incident inspired him to create work as a response and to make a statement.  Elahi began working on a self-surveillance project.  For this project he captured images of everything he did and every place he went from buildings he visited, food he had eaten and roads that he had travelled along and sent them to the FBI.  He also created a website to display these images.  Elahi included receipts for items he had bought as well as his locations that he tracked using GPS.   He captured about 70,000 images and for his tapestry in the exhibition, he made tiny reproductions of 32,000 of his images so when the viewer takes a closer look they can see each individual photo and begin to understand the connection with what Elahi was portraying with the way in which agencies such as the FBI collect information on possible targets.  
[image: Thousand Little Brothers](fig I)
“By disclosing mundane details about my daily life, I am simultaneously telling everything and nothing about my life,” he writes in the exhibit brochure. “I am flooding the market with banal information and questioning its inherent meaning and value for intelligence purposes.” Hasan Elahi.










4. Conflict.
Throughout history, people around the world have tried to gain control and assert power over the lives of others and as a result this has created conflicts.  Art has played a major role in documenting these conflicts.  Paintings or photographs of battles and statues of important military figures are just a couple of examples of art created to respond to conflicts.   Works that have been created to respond to conflicts and battles do more than simply document.  They have the power to communicate ideas and emotion in a more effective way that words do.  They challenge the viewers thought on war, politics and the social condition.    Conflict has long been an inspiration for art in various cultures.  During the first and second world wars, the British government commissioned artist to capture, document and reach the people by memorializing the war efforts.  While some artist saw this as an opportunity to capture images that very few artists get the chance to document, other artist could not bring themselves to witness the destruction first hand.  Much of the art created from conflict are used to evoke emotion in the viewer but what emotion is the artist trying to evoke?  John Singleton Copley created a painting that shows the British defending Jersey from an invasion by the French in 1781.  The subject of this painting is the battle, but its focal point is the death of a young major.  The painting could evoke sadness from a tragedy but after it was displayed much of the British audience hailed it as a painting of heroic patriotism.  
[image: Image result for john singleton copley paintings](fig. J)
Photojournalist Tomas Van Houtryve has captured images using a small drone which he flew over specific areas in America replicating locations in Pakistan and Afghanistan that had suffered devastation from drone strikes.   The images he captured were disturbing but in a beautiful way.  [image: Image result for tomas van houtryve from the eyes of a drone](fig. K)
These artists and their works give the viewer a chance to explore the conflicts of the world and challenge their emotions felt about the conflicts.   Conflicts occur in more ways than in battles and wars.  The idea of an artist using modern digital technology to scrutinize the technology-driven world is a conflict.   Rather than creating images of conflict or creating work that responds to conflict, some artists use conflict internally in their works sometimes intentionally adding elements of contradiction to their art, so the viewer would feel the tension or irony and challenge the expectations and perceptions of daily life. 
 British artist Peter Kennard’s use of photomontage, or the piecing together of contrasting photos and other elements to create new images of the Earth drowning in oil and missiles exploding through peace signs creates internal conflicts as these images contain contradictory subjects.  
[image: Image result for peter kennard photomontage][image: Image result for peter kennard photomontage](fig. L left, M right)



5. Conclusion.
It is my opinion that although many artists have in the past and still use their work to bring attention to the subjects of the technology-driven world, the surveillance state and conflict, they are for the most part not necessarily scrutinizing these subjects but instead they are allowing the viewer to form their own opinions, feelings, thoughts and emotions about each of the subjects by bringing these subject matters to light.  The artists and their works allow the viewer to experience visually through art, how much people depend on technology and how much we use it every day for most everything, the extent to which our daily lives are under surveillance using modern technology and how conflict exists in all aspects of life from in the home and family, in social situations and on a world-wide scale. 
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