







· Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.
· Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.
· Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience.    
                                                                                           (Donaldson 2015:68)
Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to practices in education, showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.
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The Welsh Government has implemented a new curriculum for Wales which has been adapted to suit the needs of the fast-changing world. They want to make sure that the children develop the skills, knowledge, and experiences to make the most out of life. In 2014, Professor Donaldson was asked to carry out research across Wales looking at the curriculum at the time. As a result of this, he wrote the Successful Futures document (Professor Graham Donaldson, 2015). The report made many recommendations based on what parents, teachers and children had discussed with Donaldson and his team. The old curriculum which was implemented in 2008 will continue to be used for some young people until all settings use the new curriculum with their learners which will be in the 2025/26 academic year. The Foundation Phase curriculum was the statutory curriculum for children aged three to seven. It ensured that children learn through first-hand experiences and that learning through play is the main vehicle of learning (Welsh Government, 2015). The new curriculum has continued this idea of play being vital for children’s learning and development. Welsh Government (2023) states that play is a fundamental right for all children and that learning based on play supports development holistically across the curriculum. 
One of the main changes to the curriculum in Wales is the areas of learning. Within the Foundation phase, there were seven statutory areas of learning. However, the new curriculum has six areas of learning and experience (AoLEs) which is to be taught from the ages of three right through to sixteen. Professor Donaldson (2015) suggested this change in the Successful Futures report, and he stated that all subjects and disciplines should remain but that they should be grouped into six areas of learning and experience. Another suggestion in the report which is now a part of the new curriculum is to have cross curricula responsibilities. These are literacy, numeracy, and digital competence. It is suggested that all children and young people need to develop high levels of understanding in each of these aspects to be able to participate confidently in the modern world. Donaldson (2015) also suggested twelve pedagogical principles which state what good teaching and learning should look like. Within this assignment, I will be discussing three of these pedagogical principles. I will explain what they are, what they look like in the classroom and then what different educational professionals think of them. 
One of the twelve pedagogical principles is employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching. Some examples of approaches to teaching include small group instruction, child-centred, project-based learning, and inquiry-based learning (Happy Numbers, 2023). Within a classroom, a teacher may use direct teaching to initiate the lesson, for example learning about fractions. The teacher may recap what the children had learnt in their previous lesson and build on their prior knowledge. This could then lead to small group instruction where the teacher may sit with a small group of children and complete a small task based on fractions. They may also plan for the teaching assistant or any other support staff to have a small group of children to work with. These are methods I have seen whilst I was partaking in one of my bridging days as well as in my placement school. McKimm and Morris (2009) state that teaching in small groups provides an opportunity for teaching and learning that are more difficult to achieve with larger groups. They also discuss how teaching and learning in small groups encourage each learner to engage with the topic and also with each other. Learning in small groups can help them develop socially via the use of more one-to-one interactions with each other. 
Teaching HUB.com (2020) states that the biggest challenge teachers face when carrying out small group instruction is classroom management. It discusses how the teacher needs to ensure that the remainder of the class has an efficient amount of stimulating learning stations for the other children to partake in. Some examples could include computer-based applications, writing workshops and skills practice. Teaching HUB.com also states that teachers need to find natural breaks to check that the other children within the classroom are staying on task and using the learning stations effectively. I feel that this teaching approach is effective for short periods of time, as it allows the teacher to focus on the individual children who may struggle in certain areas of the curriculum and help develop their knowledge and confidence. Some children may struggle to talk in front of the whole class and may feel more comfortable sharing their thoughts and opinions within a small group. I think that Teaching HUB.com is correct about ensuring the learning environment for the other children is stimulating enough to ensure that they remain on task and are still learning independently. This will allow for effective classroom management as all the children will be focused.  
Another teaching approach is allowing the learning to be child-centred. A child-centred approach within the classroom can be implemented in different ways. The teacher can allow the children to share their ideas of what they want to learn through the pupil’s voice, allowing them to have a more active role in their learning and develop a sense of responsibility. The children could make choices on what activities they want to partake in on the day. I saw this being carried out again in both my placement and bridging schools. The children had a choice of activities that they could choose to do that linked to the four purposes of the curriculum. One study (Power et al., 2019) showed that children in a child-centred learning environment, appeared to be happier and there was a significant attainment gain. It also found that the more the child was focused on their own learning, the higher the levels of progress. Maria Montessori is a theorist whose practice is based upon a child-centred approach. Montessori classrooms are prepared by the teacher to encourage independence, a sense of order and individual choice. The teacher is seen as more of an observer and the children can seek their support or guidance when needed (Milagros de Montessori, n.d). 
A criticism of this teaching approach is that to have all of the children’s needs treated individually, the teacher will find it too overwhelming to be able to manage the complexity of the classroom organisation (Shah, 2019). In my opinion, I feel that having a child-centred approach is beneficial as the children will feel more motivated to learn as they are choosing what they want to learn about. However, I feel that having a mix of all these approaches would be more beneficial as there would be a good balance throughout the school day. Allowing the children to have time to play and learn freely gives them power over their learning and freedom of choice. Furthermore, using direct teaching in the classroom gives the class structure and a clear focus. It gives the teacher an opportunity to demonstrate through modelling the success criteria and learning outcomes. The teacher will be able to bring the children’s focus back to prior learning, which is the next principle I will be discussing in detail. 
The second pedagogical principle I will discuss is setting tasks and selecting resources that build on previous knowledge and experience. Teachers need to use different approaches, and resources that build from one step to the next to ensure there is a continual progression in the children’s learning. However, all children will come into school having experienced different things, they will have different interests and aspirations. They will have learnt to problem-solve in their own unique way which can make it difficult for the teacher who will have to try and adapt their teaching to suit the needs of all of the children (Diaz, 2017). Another challenge teachers will face is that not all children will have experienced the same things as others, such as going to the beach or visiting a castle. When these topics arise, the teacher will have to be mindful of this and not assume all children will have had these enriching experiences. One way of overcoming this challenge is to take the children on trips to these different locations before they start a new topic. This ensures that all the children have the experience of what it is like to be in a castle or what animals are in an aquarium, for example. Taking the children on trips allows for the immediate application of knowledge and engages the children (eLearning Industry, 2015). 
In each lesson, teachers can build on previous knowledge in subjects such as mathematics. For example, the teacher may have planned to teach the children about fractions during a select period of time. This will be a new subject for them unless the child has learnt about fractions outside of the classroom. The teacher will start by introducing the topic and setting activities to aid the children in their learning. There are a variety of resources teachers can use to support children when learning mathematics. For example, they could use numicon, blocks, cubes, and counters. Using these hands-on resources allows the children to manipulate the objects with their hands and visualise what they are learning (Oxford education blog, 2021). The teacher may also use a variety of different real-life resources to aid the children’s learning. For example, the teacher could bring in an apple and cut it up to demonstrate halves and quarters. Using real-life context creates relatable scenarios that the children can be hands-on with and can deepen their understanding (Taslimi, 2015). 
Each time the children have a mathematics session, the teacher can assess how well the children retained the previous information and then build on that prior knowledge to deepen the understanding. Jerome Bruner (2015) developed the idea of the ‘spiral curriculum’. He states that children should revisit ideas repeatedly and build on them with additional knowledge until they grasp the concept being taught. There are some advantages and disadvantages to Bruner’s spiral curriculum theory. Some advantages are that prior knowledge is central to learning and teachers are focused on structuring work to follow a progression (Helpful Porfessor.com, 2023). However, it can come become time-consuming for teachers to plan for this method in their teaching.  
I feel that using a variety of resources that the children can manipulate is essential to effective learning. Providing the children with hands-on resources allows the children to visualise what they are learning, rather than just writing down their answers or reading material off the whiteboard. It allows them to use trial and error to come to a conclusion. I believe that using real-life context is beneficial, as long as all of the children have experienced the topic/item being discussed. This is why I think taking children on trips to the beach for example before starting a topic on the seaside is beneficial.  This is because not all children would have had that experience for a number of reasons. Also, when the children are back in the classroom, they can all discuss and reflect on the same experience at the same beach. I think that Bruner’s spiral curriculum theory is beneficial for factual-based subjects such as mathematics or science, as the topic can be built up over a few weeks. However, subjects such as the expressive arts are more exploratory and less fact-based. Those lessons should be more child-centred to allow the children to explore different materials, movements, and designs.
The third pedagogical principle I will discuss is that teaching and learning range within and across areas of learning and experience (AoLEs). According to Barnes, (2015) cross curricular learning is when the knowledge and skills of different subjects are applied to a single experience, theme, or question. The new curriculum for Wales emphasises the importance of building connections between the Areas of Learning and Experience. Within the successful futures document (2015), Donaldson states that if powerful connections are made between AoLEs, it is likely to reinforce and improve learning. 
A themed-based cross-curricular approach uses a theme to explore using the different areas of learning and experience. When planning a theme, teachers must consider if it is authentic and if the children will be interested. They will also have to consider if it is related to the community and the resources in the area (Barnes, 2015). An example of a theme that all areas of learning and experience could be incorporated into is ‘The Seaside’. 
To introduce the theme to the children, the teacher could take the children on a class trip to the local beach. The teacher could show the children the different areas of the seaside, including the rock pools, the sand, and the pebbles. Using iPads or cameras, the children could take pictures of these different areas which would incorporate the digital literacy framework of the curriculum (Hwb, 2022). Back in the classroom the teacher can build on that shared learning experience and incorporate it into all AoLEs. For example, whilst on the beach the children could have collected pebbles, which they could use as resources to help with learning maths. The children could use the pebbles to help them count and make sequences. They could also use the pebbles for an art project where they could paint each pebble with a beach scene, or a portrait of their face. For Languages Literacy and Communication, the children could make an acrostic poem with the words ‘Seaside’ or ‘beach’. They could also write a diary entry of what they saw at the beach and what activities they took part in. To link this to the Humanities, the children could learn about the history of the beach, who visited it and explore what fossils are. They could then write another diary entry from the perspective of someone in history who visited the beach. Then finally, to incorporate science and technology, the children could design boats using different materials to test out if they are waterproof, if they float and if they could withstand the harsh waves. They could also discuss how many people could fit on it and talk about weight which would be incorporating the mathematics cross-curricular skill into their learning experience (Hwb, 2022). 
Howard Gardner, (Simply Psychology, 2023) theory of Multiple Intelligences incorporates the idea that presenting a variety of approaches and activities in learning, helps to reach all children. He also states that this way of teaching encourages them to be able to think about different subjects from different perspectives and therefore deepen their knowledge of that theme or topic. Some children who may usually be disengaged from learning may benefit from learning this way as they may become more involved by being shown the link between the different subjects and the real world. Another benefit to linking the AoLEs together is that it provides the opportunity to cover the curriculum in a limited time frame, which may ease the pressure on teachers. 
In my opinion, I feel that linking the areas of learning and experience together is beneficial as it expands the children’s knowledge and allows them to see how different subjects can be learnt together. Incorporating different themes into teaching allows for creativity and a higher level of motivation. I feel that if the children have a set theme, they may become more engaged in learning maths than they would be if there was not one. The new curriculum encourages teachers to use the three cross-curricular frameworks which are numeracy, literacy, and digital literacy. I feel that having these skills embedded into each lesson teaches the children the skills that they need to be able to flourish in life and be informed citizens in this fast-changing world.
To conclude, I feel that all the pedagogical principles I have discussed within this assignment, are fundamental for good teaching and learning. I believe that these principles are well-designed and are important to follow in the current era we are in. All children are so different and will require different teaching approaches and different resources which the first two principles are about. From my experience in school, I can distinguish the impact I had from being taught mainly through a teacher-directed lesson, compared to a more hands-on student-centred approach. From these experiences and from what I am learning in my placement school, I will definitely be using a blend of teaching approaches. I feel that the second pedagogical principle posed the most challenge. This is because building on prior knowledge can be different for all children as they may have not had the same experiences as others. Teachers need to be mindful to not assume that every child has been to the beach or eaten the same foods as everyone else, to state some examples. This is why I feel that taking the children on trips or bringing in visitors or special artefacts is important. This is because, regardless of a child’s background and previous experience, all of the children in that class will have shared the same learning experience which they can reflect on, and the teacher can build into their lessons. 
Some people feel that there are some challenges that will be faced with the new curriculum. One is the use of the Welsh language. Encouraging children to learn Welsh throughout their education is beneficial as we live in a multi-lingual country and unfortunately, the Welsh language has been deteriorating in recent years with fewer people speaking it. Making it an essential part of the curriculum will hopefully increase the number of people who can speak it. However, one criticism of the new curriculum for Wales is that there are not enough Welsh-speaking teachers for the children to be able to follow the same curriculum for the Welsh language throughout their education (Nation Cymru, 2019). From my experience of working in a variety of different schools, there are only a few teachers who can speak Welsh fluently. It is evident that all the teachers I have met so far in Wales can use incidental Welsh, but due to the lack of confidence may not go beyond that. One way of changing this could be for teachers to have further training either by their Welsh coordinators in their school or from external agencies. However, this can be difficult when teachers already have a limited amount of spare time. 
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