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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

Other legislation that reaches worldwide includes the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. This treaty was developed in 1989 to ensure that children worldwide have rights. These rights include the right to be alive (Article 6) and the right to give their opinions freely (Article 12) (United Nations 1989). In 2004 Welsh government adopted the UNCRC as the basis for all policy making relating to children and young people (Welsh Government 2022).

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


This assignment explores legislative framework underpinning safeguarding practice within children’s services in Wales. It focuses on legislation, including the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWWA), the Children Act 1989, and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). 
The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 remains the core legislation that governs social care in Wales. It promotes prevention, wellbeing and collaborations of outside agencies working together. Part 7 of the Act defines safeguarding responsibilities. Under the SSWWA, a child is specified as anyone 18 years or under. Section 130 identifies a ‘child at risk’ as a child who is experiencing or may be exposed to neglect, abuse or harm (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019).

When concerns arise that a child may be at risk, local authorities must undertake request for information under Section 47 of the Children Act 1989. This legislation remains central to safeguarding practice in Wales alongside the SSWWA. Section 47 places a duty on local authorities to investigate harm or abuse of children. The purpose of these enquiries is to assess risk, gather information, and determine what action is required to safeguard the child’s wellbeing. Safeguarding relies on multi-agency collaboration, with professionals sharing information to ensure risks are appropriately identified and managed.
Safeguarding enquiries should be completed within 42 working days. If a child is assessed as needing care and support, a plan must be developed under the SSWWA. According to the Wales Safeguarding Procedures, enquiries are completed, when necessary, information has been gathered to make an informed decision regarding the child’s safety and wellbeing. If there are continuing concerns, an initial child protection conference is conducted. The meeting facilitates information sharing and risk assessment between professionals and family members. This should occur within 15 working days of the final strategy discussion. Where ongoing risk is identified, the child may be placed on the Child Protection Register and a care and support protection plan implemented.

Upon implementation of the protection plan, social worker’s coordinate and monitor by working with the child, family, and partner agencies. The aim is to reduce risks and improve outcomes for the children and families. 
Another piece of legislation that is important within children’s social work is the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Child (UNCRC), this has been embedded in social work practice in Wales under The Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 (Welsh Government, 2025). This empowers persons to have knowledge of their rights and is practiced throughout Wales under the Welsh law.
Safeguarding children contrasts from safeguarding adults in numerous ways. A child’s welfare is vital, and professionals have a legal duty to act when concerns of harm arise (Koubel, 2016). While adults are assumed to have mental capacity unless assessed otherwise, children’s ability to make decisions is determined by their age and understanding. Concepts such as Gillick competence and the Fraser guidelines help assess whether a child can make decisions independently. These differences reflect the nature of children’s services and the legal obligation of professionals to safeguard children from harm and promote their wellbeing.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

We have discussed the relevant legislation, policy and procedure pertaining to children’s safeguarding. This included SSWWA, CA, Wales Safeguarding Procedures, and the UNCRC which was adopted as the basis for all legislation pertaining to children in Wales in 2004. We then discussed the differences between adult and children’s safeguarding where we explored the statutory duty to report, the paramountcy principle, consent, the MCA and finally, Fraser guidelines and Gillick competence.

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


Professionals have legal duties to report safeguarding concerns to appropriate local authority’s. Guidance states that safeguarding “is not a matter of choice,” reinforcing the compulsory nature of reporting concerns involving children (Social Care Wales, 2019). Safeguarding concerns relating to adults should also be reported however, are there are factors to be considered with adults such as the adults capacity, guidance must then be followed by the Mental Capacity Code of Practice and The Mental Capacity Act (2005). Furthermore, local authorities must decide what action is suitable following any enquiry for both Adults and Children’s (SSWWA, 2014). Furthermore, Safeguarding Procedures Wales highlight that all safeguarding concerns must be referred to the local authority, who, combined with the police, hold power to investigate. 
The Children Act 1989 determines the principle, which states that when courts or professionals are considering any matter relating to a child’s welfare, the child’s welfare must be centre of consideration. This principle is reflected within the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019), which acknowledges the importance of listening to children’s wishes and feelings wherever possible; however, these must not override the child’s best interests. As a result, consent from parental responsibility may be overridden where necessary to protect the child from risk or harm. In contrast, adult safeguarding practice is grounded in autonomy and consent, with intervention generally dependent on the individual’s agreement unless legal thresholds are met.
Under both the Social Services and Well‑being (Wales) Act 2014 and the Children Act 1989; a child is specified as an individual under the age of 18. Furthermore, The NSPCC explains that the Fraser Guidelines are used to determine whether a young person under 16 can receive confidential advice or treatment relating to contraception without parental consent. These guidelines consider the young person’s maturity, understanding, and ability to make informed decisions (NSPCC, 2022).
Additionally, Gillick competence is used to assess whether a young person has sufficient understanding and intelligence to make their own decisions regarding medical treatment or personal matters. This concept can be compared to assessments of capacity under the Mental Capacity Act 2005, which is applicable to persons 16 years and above. The Mental Capacity Act is underpinned by principles of autonomy and the right for adults to make decisions others may consider unwise, this protects their rights under the Human Rights Act 1998. Children, however, are not afforded a similar level of autonomy, as their welfare remains vital, reinforcing the protective importance of children’s safeguarding practice.
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