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A response to an article that provides evidence of sound knowledge and understanding of themes related to the teaching of Welsh in the English medium sector


During this assignment, Huw Lewis’ written statement “Welsh Second Language within our new curriculum” will be analysed using various documents to support the key points that arise. Personal experiences, recommendations and reports will also be used to substantiate the important aspects of the Welsh Language, and more so, the importance of children and teachers learning Welsh. 

The first challenge mentioned by QUOTE HUW is that too many people are leaving schools without “the effective Welsh language skills that are essential in the world of work, life and study, despite studying Welsh as a second language for many years.”. This is concerning as the ability to communicate in Welsh is rapidly becoming an important skill within many professions, including teachers who work within English-medium schools in Wales. 
There are many documents and recommendations that highlight the importance of developing the Welsh language. For example, one of the seven well-being goals from The Well-being of Future Generations Act (Wales) 2015 is to make Wales “A Wales of Vibrant Culture and Welsh Language.”#c. Additionally, the A Living Language-A Language for Living (Welsh Language Strategy 2012-2017) developed a long-term target of reaching a million Welsh speakers by 2050. #e 

Two of Professor Donaldson’s recommendations regarding the Welsh language was that “Welsh should remain compulsory up to the age of 16” and “Welsh on its commercial value for the jobs market should be strengthened”, both of which underline important ways that schools can promote the Welsh language. Donaldson website. However, this does not provide clear guidelines on how the recommendations can be achieved. For example, a pupil can be taught Welsh up until sixteen, but if not taught in a suitable way, they will not have any interest in learning the language. However, the curriculum for the Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2 (KS2) provides clear guidance through the Areas of Learning (AoL) of what children should be able to achieve. For example, #h states that children should be increasingly exposed to Welsh and a range of stimuli should build on children’s’ prior knowledge. Within the KS2 curriculum, although the Welsh Language is not an AoL itself, it does come under literacy, which is cross-curricular.  Welsh-medium schools, however, are told to focus on Language, Literacy and Communication Skills rather than both this area and Welsh Language Development, although Y Curriculum Cymreig will still be followed. #b

Following on from this, one of the key points highlighted in an Estyn annual report was that pupils’ confidence was the main reasons why they do not continue developing their Welsh language skills #3 , and results in low attainment, as mentioned by HUW LEWIS is the written statement. Estyn reports that two thirds of English-medium secondary schools do not provide the correct provisions for teaching the Welsh language, thus leading to pupils lacking confidence and not using the language outside of lessons. #1 It is believed that many schools have this problem, including the school the school I went to. English is my first language but from a young age I could also speak Welsh thanks to the outstanding teaching I received in primary school. When it came to progressing to secondary school, I was placed in first language Welsh and did not understand the content set out for me to learn. I was therefore placed in second language, which turned out to be even worse as I was not gaining any new knowledge; I was never within the Zone of Proximal Development.#5. I experienced most of my secondary school years being moved around from first language to second language continuously. I was disappointed that the school did not have the correct provisions for those of us who had progressed well with Welsh, but not enough to be in first language, and too advanced to be in second language.  This of course led to a lack of confidence in speaking and using the Welsh language, and had it not have been for my part-time job (where we spoke Welsh), I believe I would have lost the ability to converse in Welsh. 
Two of Donaldson’s key recommendation focus areas for Welsh is “The need to embed our processes for planning welsh-medium provision” and “Ensure young people are confident to use their Welsh skills in all walks of life” #6. This again highlights the importance of allowing pupils to develop their Welsh language skills confidently. #g states that for successful learning children that are developing their Welsh need to be able to do so comfortably and confidently.

HUW explains that in order for children to progress their welsh, the teaching profession must be equipped to do so. According to #3, Welsh language provision for English medium trainee teachers is under-developed. However, teacher training institutions have some form of support in place to provide students with resources and lessons taught through the medium of Welsh, such as Coleg Cymraeg Cenedlaethol. #i 
Schools have many provisions in place to support teachers learning Welsh, such as the Athrawon Bro service (where Welsh teacher specialists work with other teachers to improve Welsh) #j and The Sabbatical Scheme (free Welsh lessons offered to teachers and assistants for free: 1,097 practitioners have learnt Welsh since 2010 through this scheme) #k. As a result of these provisions, one particular Estyn report found that a local school in Ceredigion offered “exceptional” opportunities to staff. The school employed committed Welsh learners and speakers, and due to the training they received and the emphasis on the importance of the Welsh language, the school transformed into a Welsh-medium setting. #a
Another example of support being offered to school is the introduction of Siarter Iaith, which is a project encouraging primarily four to seven year olds to use welsh socially. This includes encouraging Welsh speaking in the playground, at home and within the classroom. It also encourages participation from parents and the wider community as growing up bilingual will mean skills for life. #d However, I believe that this project should also be used within KS2 and secondary schools, as according to Donaldson, children get more support in the Foundation Phase and development of the Welsh language rarely continues to play an important part in a child’s learning after Foundation Phase. #L




In conclusion, #f states that “Every child should benefit from excellent teaching and learning” and I could not agree more. Welsh and the importance of the Welsh language should be taught to all children and practitioners, even if they come from disadvantaged or non-Welsh speaking backgrounds. 
There should be a renewed focus of teaching Welsh as a means of communication #L, and as HUW explains, speaking Welsh should be seen as an attractive and worthwhile option. As #B1 states, “Language skills learned in one language should support the development and knowledge and skills of another language.”.
Despite the HUW report stating that not enough people are leaving schools with the essentials Welsh language skills needed, recommendations have been implemented across schools since the statement was written (2015), and there have been significant improvements. #3. 
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#i http://www.colegcymraeg.ac.uk/cy/ 
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#k https://www.wjec.co.uk/teachers/support-team-for-the-welsh-language-in-education/the-sabbatical-scheme.html 
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