USING ONE OF THE ESTABLISHMENTS VISITED HOW EASY WAS IT TO GAIN A SENSE OF WELSH CULTURE?
The concept of Welsh culture is very much a debatable matter when visiting areas and establishments throughout Wales. Dependent on the role, income source or sense of community, the ‘Welsh’ culture conveyed and obtained by the visitor varies reliant on the purpose of their visit and their relationship with the community that they are integrating with. Culture itself is increasingly difficult to define and has a wide of range of definitions. For the purpose of this report, and to focus the exact scope and extent of my enquiry, the definition that I will be referring to is as follows: ‘Human-made part of the environment, including material and subjective elements of culture’.[footnoteRef:1] As stated by Saba Safdar, material culture constitutes of establishments such as parks, classrooms and highways, whereas subjective elements include social norms, legal systems and how we, as individuals, perceive our notion of self and function within family environments.[footnoteRef:2] She also goes on to speak about the cultural values that we as children are surrounded by growing up, including preferences and tendencies, and how a person’s cultural identity is very much something that a person grows into and develops. My focus throughout this report is on St Davids, in particular St Davids Cathedral, built in the twelfth century as a shrine of St David who died around 590 AD[footnoteRef:3] and is a major pilgrimage site in Pembrokeshire. St Davids is the smallest city in Britain[footnoteRef:4] and hosts a cathedral which is said to ‘hold the bones of St David and St Justinian, his colleague and confessor’.[footnoteRef:5] [1:  Harry Triandis, cited in TedxTalks (30 December 2012) Everything you always wanted to know about culture: Saba Safdar, available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FaOJ71czAGQ, accessed on [20/12/2018].]  [2:  TedxTalks (30 December 2012) Everything you always wanted to know about culture: Saba Safdar, available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FaOJ71czAGQ, accessed on [20/12/2018]. ]  [3:  BBC History, St Davids, BBC.co.uk, available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/topics/st_davids, accessed on [19/12/2018]. ]  [4:  Ben Johnson, St Davids- Britain’s Smallest City, Historic UK, available at https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/St-Davids-Wales/, accessed on [19/12/2018].]  [5:  Johnson, available at https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/St-Davids-Wales/.] 

Therefore, in response to this, the concept of culture itself must be subjective and vary amongst individuals, even if they supposedly are labelled to or share the same culture. For example, to commemorate St David’s day, Wales Online led a series of interviews to establish what exactly constituted as ‘Welsh Culture’. The results that they found were varied. Presented below are two examples of people who consider themselves as ‘Welsh’, though were never born in Wales, concluding that Welsh culture is not restricted to the geographical location of birth. “I regard myself to be Welsh but I have a different story. I came to Wales in 1972 from Uganda…I am like a pie chart. I have Indian heritage, a childhood in Uganda, became a British citizen and an adult in Wales and I feel Welsh”.[footnoteRef:6] This example claims that to be a part of Welsh community and to indulge and enjoy the environment that a person lives in, is evidence enough that a person has submitted to or absorbed that area’s culture. A twenty-four year old English student then goes on to state: “I’m not Welsh by birth, but the world is such a diverse place now that I think it’s more about loving where you live and contributing to your community…I joined Plaid Cymru in 2010 just after the UK General election”.[footnoteRef:7] Integrating and joining political parties, as well as fully immersing with the community, allows the individual to create a strong relationship with an area, even if they hardly knew of or never visited that place before they went there to study. It is clear then that an individual’s past does not hold any relevance with the culture that they identify with, making the concept of culture subjective and tailored to the individual. [6:  Vimla Patel, cited in Wales Online, St David's Day: What it means to be Welsh in the 21st century, Wales Online, available at https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/local-news/st-davids-day-what-means-2505943, accessed on [20/12/2018].]  [7:  Charlotte Britton, cited in Wales Online, St David's Day: What it means to be Welsh in the 21st century, Wales Online, available at https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/local-news/st-davids-day-what-means-2505943, accessed on [20/12/2018].
] 

When visiting St Davids, what is most apparent is the way in which the concept of stereotypes defines the way a community presents its culture to those who are visiting the area, particularly those who assume the role of tourists. In a journal article written by Juliette Wood, she depicts the stereotypical layout of the Welsh culture, all within the foundations of a tea towel souvenir. She describes a welsh girl in a ‘typical’ welsh costume, surrounded by ‘a selection of Welsh words with English translations, proclaiming Welsh to be the oldest language in Europe. Across the lower edge is the famous Welsh place-name Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch’.[footnoteRef:8] This is what I witnessed as a visitor in many of the tourist elements found in St Davids in the duration of my day visit. Amongst the shelves found in the main souvenir shop in St Davids, I came across a display of typical ‘Welsh’ souvenirs. Along the shelves I found dragons, sheep, teddy bears clutching hearts which stated ‘I Love Wales’ and the crest of St Davids. Displaying the crest of the city amongst the rest of these objects of ‘Welshness’, very much associates St Davids with this conventional outlook, and it could even be said that this display of the Welsh culture encourages and confirms that this stereotypical ideology is factual and true. When walking through the city on the route down the main street to the cathedral, as a visitor I was approached with many more sights of stereotypical ‘Welshness’. For example, during my work I saw multiple displays of daffodils which were positioned near tourist points of interest. In one example, I saw a bunch of daffodils which had been placed in a bicycle basket, next to a sign which presented a ‘Gallery and Espresso Bar’. This presentation of Welsh Culture is an example of how stereotypical ‘Welsh’ objects can be used as a point of interest, to draw the visitors gaze to a particular element of the city, and acts as a monetary catalyst to benefit the city. I have to admit that as a group we did end up going to the Espresso bar for a hot drink after a day walking about in the rain, and it cannot be denied that the daffodils themselves acted as an eye-catcher and signpost to our next visit. Throughout my trip to St. Davids, I witnessed many elements within the city which I expected to see as a visitor in Wales, as stereotypical ideologies are presented in all areas where a growing interest in visitation is noticeable. It could be concluded though, that these displays of sheep, daffodils and dragons, obstruct the visitor from fully understanding the Welsh culture and are rather presenting the visitor with what they WANT to see, rather than presenting them with a cultural experience that they weren’t expecting, and therefore leaving underwhelmed or disappointed. [8:  Juliette Wood, ‘Perceptions of the Past in Welsh Folklore Studies’, Folklore, vol.108 (1997), pp.93-102.] 

This idea of obstructing the authentic Welsh culture with a fake and stereotypical culture which pleases those who visit can be seen in an example presented by Wood, who states that in an exhibition held by the National Museum, Welsh actor Anthony Hopkins was asked to voice-over the words of Gerald, to display the twelfth-century journey of Giraldus Cambrensis, who was more Norman than Welsh. She then goes on to state the Hopkins ‘had never heard of Gerald prior to being asked to provide the voice-over. He chose to speak Gerald's words in a Welsh Valleys accent’.[footnoteRef:9] Never knowing of a person who was apparently so central to the display of Welsh culture, is an example of how what may be perceived as Welsh by those who themselves do not identity as Welsh, may differ to the Welsh culture that those who identify as Welsh present associate themselves with. Speaking in a south Wales valley accent only adds to the dramatics of the culture, relating back to television comedies of popularity such as Gavin and Stacey, which present the Valleys accent as a comedic effect but also to establish that the programme is set in Wales, as other Welsh accents were perhaps not as distinct and easy to geographically locate. Another example of tourism obstructing the true identity of the Welsh culture is the transformation of place names in Wales being changed into English names because the Welsh was too hard to pronounce. For example, the name Llyn Bochlwyd which holds relation to the folklore of a deer which swan across the lake to escape the hunters, has recently been better known and presented as Australia Lake, due to its shape and appearance.[footnoteRef:10] This change of presentation to suit those who visit, rather than those who already live there, obstructs the presentation of true Welsh culture in Wales. The main purpose of presenting culture is for those who visit it, at least, it is in this case. Throughout my visit in St Davids, I was presented with two attractions which drew my attention from the Welsh culture that Wales’ smallest city encompasses. These two things being boat rides and chocolate shops; two enterprises which are not used by the locals. Both of these establishments are presented on either side of the main road, almost strangling the visitor into paying attention to these opportunities on their way down to the cathedral. These two approaches to tourism and constantly seen throughout Wales: in Newquay are boat rides that take place daily providing tourists with the opportunity to see dolphins on the Welsh coast, with a fudge shop situated nearby. Mimicked in St Davids, the presence of these two tourist attraction obstruct and strip the community of its Welsh culture, as it is clear that these are not utilised by the locals and are rather there for the pleasure of those who visit. This is also evident in the presence of the big British brand chain Fat Face, which it appears is only there for the use of those who visit rather than the community, as it sells products which are of good quality and higher market, and not a place where an individual would buy all their clothes. The recent installation of the gift shop within the building of the cathedral also takes away the grandeur and individuality of the cathedral itself. The presence of postcards and photographs, as well as crests with the family names engraved onto them, displays the necessity that tourism has on the area of St Davids as a beneficial financial fund, and therefore obstructs the visitor from fully immersing with, and gaining the sense of, Welsh culture. The only real sense of Welsh culture which I experienced as a visitor, was the minimal displays of St Davids’ environmentally friendly and conscious attitude towards the use of plastics and its effects on the sea side wildlife. This was apparent in the exhibition held at the St Davids information centre, with a sculpture of a dolphin erected out of plastics found on the beach. An honesty box placed in an art exhibit adds to the communities’ sense of trust and security. This was the only sense of real Welsh culture that I, as a visitor, experienced in St Davids. [9:  Wood, Folklore, p.94.]  [10:  Welsh Place Names (18th July 2018) Disappearing Welsh Names, available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yLQ6XlG0MQ4, accessed on 29/12/2018. ] 

‘Constructing a world in which culture and language are free from outside influence, and mourning the loss of that construct, are important ethnic markers in certain areas of Welsh cultural life’.[footnoteRef:11] The sense of Welsh national pride can be experienced in the Cathedral of St Davids, as well as the amount of flags which can be seen throughout the city. Within the cathedral there were a variety of coat of arms associated with the families of Wales, which were positioned on the ceiling of the cathedral all under the umbrella of the Welsh identity, with the Welsh flag positioned in the centre. Not only does this allow the visitor to understand the different elements and communities who live in Wales, but also that all of these communities collect themselves under one flag and one nationality. This emits a great amount of Welsh pride, which as a visitor I certainly felt when walking through the cathedral. The continual use of the Welsh dragon throughout the cathedral, in architecture and signage, makes the concept of Welsh pride and nationalism inescapable. The particular location of such nationalistic imagery, in this case in the cathedral, is something to be questioned. As a visitor it is a way of gaining a sense of Welsh culture. However, looking at this concept as an internal body of the community of St Davids, it could also be argued that the placement of the Welsh flag and heritage coat of arms was intentional due to the location of its outreach to the public and community. Christianity is the majority religion of the community of St Davids. Therefore, displaying national pride in a place where a great amount of society visits, could conclude that these displays weren’t exclusively for the tourists, but rather for the community. Plaid Cwmru is an example of strong national pride within the Welsh culture. ‘A successful, independent Wales is not a far-off, unachievable aspiration. It is a firm, near-term, realisable goal’.[footnoteRef:12] This message, which first greets a visitor of the Plaid Cymru web page, is an example of the nationalistic atmosphere that Wales does inhibit in its culture. However, St Davids still displays its support for British Legion as a working unit, presenting Britain’s flag alongside others situated above the war memorials and commemorations which are found throughout the cathedral. Throughout the establishment of the cathedral in St Davids, as a visitor I really did gain a sense of Welsh culture, at least in terms of Welsh nationalism and pride as a community.  [11: Juliette Wood, ‘Perceptions of the Past in Welsh Folklore Studies’, Folklore, vol.108 (1997), p.95.]  [12:  PlaidCymru, available at https://www.partyof.wales/splash?splash=1, accessed on [31/12/2018]. ] 

However, as explained previously, someone’s own culture is very much a subjective matter and can be influenced through a persons’ birthplace, upbringing and ideologies. Therefore gaining a real sense of ‘Welsh’ culture in St Davids is difficult, as to determine what are more dominant and submissive elements of a culture cannot be achieved; to determine ones’ own culture and label that as identical to anothers’ is not possibly accomplished. During my visit to St Davids, I gained a great sense of Welsh culture, though I do believe that the tourism and stereotypical identities and concepts get in the way of understanding a true example of the Welsh culture and identity of the community.
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ST DAVIDS’ INFORMATION CENTRE

[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]FATFACE
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