Building a search strategy

· Write out your question as a statement, eg. “Behaviours associated with children being independent learners in school”
· Select 3 or 4 key words out of your statement, eg. Behaviour, independent, learners
· Under each key word make a list of alternative terms and/or spellings.  Think about American/alternative spellings; alternative endings of words, ie truncation, behavio* will retrieve behavior, behaviour, behavioral and behavioural
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Use AND, OR, and NOT to link your search terms together to narrow or broaden your search.  Using the advanced search function will also bring up these options
· Use quotation marks around your phrases, this will search for your search terms as a phrase and not each word individually
· Set limit on your search such as, full-text only, peer-reviewed, limit the date, and the subject option to narrow your results
· Use any relevant articles you find lead you to other relevant articles, read the reference list or bibliography at the end of an article, also scan for alternative keywords
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