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Finger-rings of Enkomi: an exploration of sensory and cognitive engagement of personal adornments in the Late Cypriot Period
15th November, Wednesday, 5pm (GMT) online

A talk presented by David Snook, University of Wales Trinity Saint David 
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Abstract 
This paper explores the liminality and intersectionality between the material world of the elite in Late Cypriot period, the bodily experience and expression of their culture, society, cosmology, and identity in the context of the LBA globalised system. Cyprus during the LCI-II-III underwent a period of material, cultural and economic transformation, particularly of the elites, deriving their wealth, primarily, from the production of copper, agriculture, and trade internally and with extensive links to the surrounding societies throughout the Mediterranean and the Levant.
The engagement with long-distance trade/exchange of exotic good and commodities such as Finger-rings is best evidenced at the Tombs of Enkomi. A large proportion of these goods represents a snapshot of the material and cultural lifecycle of the elites who lived and engaged in this transformative and complex period.  The material focus of this paper will touch on the funerary assemblages from Enkomi.  
Enkomi, was a planned city with a vibrant cultural and economic life. The perceptible desire for precious metals such as gold and silver, in the form of personal adornment are considered through Turner’s (1980) theory of the symbolic communication through the body which acts as a physical canvass and a medium between the mental and physical world through haptic and cognitive engagement. It considers whether this symbolic communication was the cultural and cosmological glue, where power structures were contested, and perpetuated and a link formulated that enabled the network of individuals within the cultural unit, to act as an agent of change. These ideas are referred to as the Second Skin and Human-Material Entanglement theory.
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