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Abstract:
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are many instances throughout his reign where the emperor Gaius Caesar (Caligula) could be viewed by modern standards as ‘mentally ill’. However, by ancient standards, he was, usually thought of as a slightly mad and an overall bad man and emperor. The use of ancient scholarship of accounts of Caligula’s life (such as Suetonius and Plutarch) and that of physicians like Celsus will be used to consider the different possibilities as to why Caligula was the person he was. Caligula along with other Roman emperors such as Nero have many factors within their personalities recorded that can be debated to indicate the presence of mental illness. Of course, the bias of ancient writers will have to be taken into account along with the opinions of mental illness during the ancient times in general will have an effect on the conclusion. however, the evidence to show that mental illness occurred cannot be discounted.
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