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Compare and Contrast two papers exploring their methodologies. 
Word Count: 1014
This essay compares and contrasts the methodologies used in G. Bennett’s 1995 paper “If I knew You were Coming I’d Have Baked a Cake: The folklore of Foreknowledge in a Neighbourhood Group”, and T. L. Brink’s 1978 paper: “Inconsistency in Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation”.
Bennett’s[footnoteRef:1] methodology was to conduct interviews with her participants whom happened to be her podiatrist father’s patients. The setting for these interviews would be her father’s well established podiatry practice, and conduct her interviews with her father’s patients whilst they were undergoing their treatment sessions. It would appear that Bennet’s selection of what Hennink, Hutter and Bailey[footnoteRef:2] describe as a “population study”, was coincidental, since in her own words, she describes having “several false starts” before arriving at approaching her father to utilise his patients as her population study.  [1:  G. Bennett, “If I knew you were Coming I’d Have Baked a Cake”: The Folklore of Foreknowledge in a Neighbourhood Group, In out of the Ordinary: Folklore and the Supernatural, (Logan, Utah: Utah University Press, 1995), 122-124]  [2:  M. Hennink, Inge Hutter, A, Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, (London, SAGE Publications Ltd, 2015), 85. ] 

According to Hennink, Hutter and Bailey[footnoteRef:3], some of the ethical concerns with this approach can be outlined as the lack of consideration for informed consent to participate since the researcher imposed her research onto the participants in the presence of her father whom was in a position of authority to the participants. Additionally, there are concerns around patient confidentiality since the researcher imposed herself on the appointments of the patients without any specific details as to how this had come about.  [3:  M. Hennink, Inge Hutter, A, Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, (London, SAGE Publications Ltd, 2015), 66-69] 

Conversely, the methodology utilised by Brink[footnoteRef:4] utilises questionnaires distributed to students at a Catholic girl’s high school. These questionnaires were distributed to “whoever was present in religious class that day”. The “population study” is predetermined in this study and seemingly, matches the research outcome. It is assumed that “whoever was present” refers to students and doesn’t’ include teaching staff or others. One of the features of some of the statements that the participants were expected to respond to also raises the question of how suitable these questions since one of them asks the participants to comment on if they “would have my children baptised”.   [4:  T. L. Brink, Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation. Review of Religious Research, (Religious Research Association Inc, 1978), 82-85.] 

Some of the ethical concerns about this approach as highlighted in Hennink, Hutter and Bailey, include no clear mechanism for participants to opt in or out of this research, and an imposition on the participant’s learning space. 
Both papers do not make reference to any confidentiality statements, this could be due to the time frame in which each paper is set, however the other factor to consider is that Bennet’s research appears to be set in the UK, whilst Brink’s paper appears to be set in the US. Each country has different legislative requirements around data.
Bennett’s relationship to her research group would have been facilitated by her father. Although her father would have been the common denominator between her and the population group, Bennett’s father and would have fulfilled the role of a “community gatekeeper”. This is because a community gatekeeper, according to Hennink, Hutter and Bailey[footnoteRef:5], can be a local service provider and doesn’t always have to be a member of said community. Through this set up, Bennett would have been perceived by the participants in her research as an outsider, and through her association with her father, as a person in a position of authority.  [5:  M. Hennink, Inge Hutter, A, Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, (London, SAGE Publications Ltd, 2015), 92-93] 

Similarly, it is assumed that Brink would have gained access to his research participants through the school leadership team. There is no insinuation that this was ethical given the issues highlighted above, however this is a description of how the researcher would have used an intermediary to access his research participants. The gender differences along with the assumed age difference between the researcher and his participants makes a case to position Brink as an outsider on the insider/ outsider continuum. 
The literature review presented by Bennett in her paper, does suggest a very limited exploration of literature relating to her research topic. Her write up does demonstrate that she has attempted to locate her paper in the wider body of related work. She does not however reference any literature that she consulted to support her in developing her methodology, or her population group selection. Undertaking this may have helped her consider some of the ethical issues raised earlier.
Brink’s literature review appeared to be very minimal considering the wide range of topics that was covered in his questionnaire. Most notable was also the complete lack of reference to any core texts on astrology or reincarnation when these were critical to the research question. There was also no reference as to the rationale of the methodology selected of why the researcher felt that this was the most appropriate to the topic. There is not reference to how this research is positioned in the context of other or similar research. 
Both papers are limited in how they frame their research in the context of other research in their respective fields, however Bennett’s paper does provide a bit more context that Brinks’s paper.
This essay looked at comparing and contrasting a range research papers by Bennett and Brink from the perspective of their methodologies, the position of the researcher from the insider/ outsider continuum and the context of their literature review. The essay identified a number of ethical and structural concerns that would fit outside of what would be expected in an ethical and modern piece of qualitative research in the 21st century. It also highlighted how research can be a snap shot of the practices that were acceptable in the time that the research was carried out.   
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