Gobbet 1 -The Declaration of Independence 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.—That to secure these rights, Government s are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed,—That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to affect their Safety and Happiness” (Jefferson, 1997).
Created on the 4th July 1776 The Declaration of Independence is often regarded as one of the most fundamental pieces of legislation in American history, the essential document was sanctioned during the American Revolution; fought between 1765 and 1791, when British America was experiencing radical political and social transformation. This transformation entailed the Declaration of Independence stating the independence of the thirteen colonies from the Kingdom of Great Britain, this declaration from the American people saw that the colonies were no longer under British rule and as such saw the first steps of the United States of America as its own independent country not governed by a monarch (Rakove, 2012). 
This comprehensive document was created by the Committee of Five of the second continental congress, this committee was composed of John Adams representing Massachusetts, Benjamin Franklin representing Pennsylvania, Robert Livingston representing New York, Roger Sherman representing Connecticut and most notably Thomas Jefferson representing Virginia whom composed the original draft of the declaration, the document was signed by 56 of America’s founding fathers. These five would later contribute to other essential policies and events in American history, for example two of the committee would go onto become president in addition to Robert Livingston’s contribution to the Louisiana Purchase solidifying America’s ownership of its land from the French Empire.  
The document first appeared to the public on July the 5th, printed by Irish printer John Dunlap he produced around 200 copies of the first version of the declaration published for the public. It could be suggested that it was this circulation of the document that led to one of the iconic moments of American independence the removal of a bronze statue of George the III the same evening of the publication. As for the intended audience behind the creation and publication behind the document there were three that it focused on, the first was King George III and the Kingdom of Great Britain. Within the declaration lies an extensive bill of grievances against the King the most noteworthy one being no taxation without representation, it was this political unsettlement that would lead to the Boston Tea Party in 1773. The second group the document was intended for was the American colonists, its circulation signalled to the colonists that now was the time for an independent America and the unification of the colonies. The third intended party was the rest of the nation states (Michael,2008). 
So other than to address the Kingdom of Great Britain their independence what other motives laid behind the declaration’s creation? The document is composed of three central ideas, and it was these ideas that would go onto become the basic governmental tenants of American politics as well as an important aspect of American identity. One of the first rights was that “God made all men equal and each man has the has the rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness” (Jefferson, 1997). The second is that the main business of government is to protect these rights and third, if a government tries to withhold these rights the people are free to revolt and compose a new government. 
After establishing the creators behind the document, the intended audience and the core intent behind its foundation what is the actual content of this document and some of the contradictory standards held within it. The first declaration reads that “All men are created equal” (Jefferson, 1997). This recognisable quote lends itself to highlight some of the double standards held by the American colonists during this period in regards to political policies, the first being the hypocrisy of equality while the issues of slavery, and racial injustice were still very much prevalent and would continue to be throughout American history to modern day despite the declaration. The second obvious issue with the phrasing of this statement is the exclusion of women, it would be this ostracism of women that would lead to denial of voting and property rights until 1920 over 100 years after. The last issue that this statement was the very clear malicious intent towards the Native American population referring to them as quote “merciless Indian savages” (Jefferson, 1997). It would be important to highlight that these critiques of the document to not differ to far from other political ideologies from other countries during the period, for example in regards to slavery and racial injustice as America was a British colony their attitudes towards slavery ran alongside British thinking; although Britain would go onto ban slavery 60 years before America. In addition to this the opinion surrounding women was also shared and women’s suffrage in both were passed around the same dates Britain in 1918 and America in 1920, 
To conclude despite being one of the most recited documents in American history the policies highlighted within the deceleration of independence do not show much difference to the policies of the British Empire, in addition the infamous line “All men are created equal” does not seem to impactful, especially when a few lines down the document dehumanises Native Americans (Jefferson, 1997). Nevertheless, the document represents Americas first steps to becoming an independent country and its construction of a democratic government for the people by the people.
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Gobbet 2- We can do it! World War II poster
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(Image 1) Miller, H. (1942). We can do it! [Poster] War Production Board. 




Between the 1st of September 1939 and the 2nd of September 1945, the entire world would be shaken by the impact of the second world war, this war was composed of the axis forces mainly Nazi Germany, Japan and Italy against the allied powers of the United Kingdom, France and the United States of America. This era of military history is one that has been extensively covered by historians in many compacities however for this work I will be focusing on the iconic poster produced by American propaganda, its impact and the role of propaganda in addition to America’s brief role in WW2. 
The iconic poster that is now recognisable to most is a 1943 wartime poster from the United States during World War II, the image was created by graphic artist J. Howard Miller on behalf of Westinghouse Electric for whom he made a series of over 42 posters for, under the nation war production board’s supervision. Despite the image’s revival in more recent times during world war two the poster was seen very little as its placement and use was contained to the Westinghouse company where it was first featured both to the public as well as the employees, the female employees in particular. As already established during the period in which it was made the image did not have any near the impact it has had in more recent times, in particular the images reuse by the feminist movement and their fight against gender inequality. It would be this appropriation of the image that would carry it forward as an important image for female power most recently used by popular American singer Pink in her 2010 music video Raise Your Glass. Now despite the what appears to be impowering imagery for the female work force during the period as well as members of the feminist movement today the motives behind its creation where not so forward thinking.
During the creation of this poster America had already entered the metaphorical fighting ring of world war two specifically in 1941 when Japanese forces bombed the now infamous Pearl Harbour triggering a declaration of war from the United States on Japan what then followed was the other conjoining axis Germany and Italy to in turn, declare war on the US signalling America’s full emersion into the second world war alongside the other allies. As a result, America became country at war and as such saw the government urging industries to develop more military supplies. It would be this drive from the government that would eventually lead to the creation of the We can do it! Poster along with a plethora of other iconic propaganda posters, yet the meaning behind the poster was not to celebrate women’s involvement in the American work force nor to draw attentions to the very prominent gender inequality during the time but to in fact gain even more control over factory production in addition it also manipulated women who had already been employed to overwork themselves for the sake of patriotism. 
[image: United We Win]After examining these factors, it becomes clear that instead of We can do it! Meaning we women united can work to become of equal status to men through hard labour; what the poster is actually saying is that we American citizens should work harder for the victory of America. This line of what could be deemed as ‘misleading incentives’ by the American government during ww2 to marginalised groups poses an interesting juxtaposition to that of the African American involvement in ww2 whom were also fighting for America’s victory and enduring hard labour in the hopes that they would to earn equal status (See image on right for example of misleading propaganda). It reads united we win yet in the American forces white and Black men were anything but with Jim Crow still being in place. (Image 2)- Liberman, 1943

[image: Women of Britain, Come into the Factories]All of these factors considered in comparison to other propaganda created during the time this poster does have a more positive demonstration of female involvement during ww2, most of the propaganda being produced by America during this period did not even feature women opting for male soldiers and those that did often portrayed the misogynistic attitudes of the time. In comparison with the propaganda being produced by the United Kingdom British propaganda was slightly more inclusive with movements such as the Women’s Land Army as well as factory recruitments, although this recruitment like that of the We can so it! Poster called for women to become part of an overworked work force out of convenience to the government to manufacture more (see image on the left for women in British propaganda). Overall, this poster functions as an (Image 3)- Philip, 1941

                                                  excellent talking piece for American propaganda and women’s role in world war two and highlights some of the hypocrisy of American state. 
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Gobbet 3- John F Kennedy’s Address on The Bay of Pigs (1961)

“The message of Cuba, of Laos, of the rising din of Communist voices in Asia and Latin America – these messages are all the same. The complacent, the self-indulgent, the soft societies are about to be swept away with the debris of history. Only the strong, only the industrious, only the determined, only the courageous, only the visionary who determine the real nature of our struggle can possibly survive” (Kennedy, 1961).
At the closing of the second world war both the allied powers as well as the opposing axis powers were left with an exponential amount of economic debt, large areas of countries in need of reconstruction in addition to a rapid decrease in civilian morale with most soldiers and citizens feeling both exhausted and devastated. For America though the end of world war two unfortunately did not see an end to major political tensions, for no more than two years after, America and the Soviet Union would engage in a 45-year long rivalry that gave way to a series of proxy wars across the globe. 
It would be one of these proxy wars that would eventually lead to the main focus of this essay, this proxy war would be between Cuba lead by Fidel Castro (allied with the Soviet Union) against America. This series of tense exchanges occurred due to the Soviet Union constructing sites for ballistic missiles built to target America, this droves the US and the Soviet Union to engage in a proxy war in Cuba, enabling them to engage one other indirectly. All of these factors would eventually lead to The Bay of Pigs incident, occurring during the height of the Cold War this failed invasion was led by America in 1961 in attempt to overthrow Castro’s government. They did not succeed. As a result of this failure the president John F Kennedy addressed the media in this speech, the speech was given on April the 20th 1961 just one day after the ill-fated invasion. The address was given to the American Society of Newspaper Editors which was held at the Statler-Hilton Hotel in Washington, D.C. 
There were multiple intended audiences for this speech the first major audience of course was the American public, in the face of a major embarrassment Kennedy had to reassure the American people that both his presidency along with the United States and all of its political beliefs were secure. The other major audience for the speech was of course Cuba, Cuban rebels and Castro, Kennedy’s speech holds elements directed at Cuba mainly being that America had no intention of giving up its fight against the spread of communism and indirectly its fight against the ideologies and influence of the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union of course would be the third major audience for this speech. 
So, asides from addressing these three major audiences what other motives laid behind Kennedy delivering this speech? One that sticks out the most is its use in attempting to panic Castro and the Cuban forces away from forming more solid of an alliance with the Soviet Union. Unfortunately, howbeit the Bay of Pigs incident paired with continued antagonization from America actually contributed to Castro further seeking an alliance with the Soviet Union. Another motive that this speech was to bolster the morale of the United States army, out of the thousands of soldiers deployed during the incident over 100 were killed, more were captured and held as bargaining chips by the Cuban government others were executed (Quesada, 2011). Alongside the divided sentiments surrounding the Korean War that saw the loss of thousands of soldiers in addition to the ever-looming presence of the Vietnam war that by this time had saw over 4000 deaths to ARVN troops the army was in desperate need for some uplifting patriotic sentiments from the president (Newcott, 2021). 
After investing the outlining factors surrounding the reason for Kennedy’s delivery of this speech what exactly is being said? The first significant detail of this section of the speech is of course the mention of Communism, throughout the entirety of this speech Communism is mentioned four times each time followed by anti-communist sentiments. Americas fear of communism stemmed from two main sources the first being that its democracy would be over throwed and in its place see a dictatorship going against the very foundation of American political ideology. The second source is that America at its core is a capitalist society and as communist ideology dictates that wealth and property should be communally owned this went directly against the ingrained beliefs of the American government. The next part of the speech I would like to examine is Kennedy’s description of “Complacent, Self-indulgent, soft societies” all three of these adjectives seem hypocritical on America’s behalf, the idea of describing countries desiring a communist state as soft is compelling as if that were the case then A) why did the US see it as such an issue and B) why were US having such issue defeating these soft societies? (Kennedy, 1961). 
 Overall, this extract from Kennedy’s speech after the notorious incident draws attention do multiple important American political thoughts during the Cold War as well as the Vietnam war. It also showcases a repeating pattern with America war making that being that often times America will overestimate their own abilities when it comes to military undertakings. 
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