Chapter 4 - Analysis of Results 


4.1 Introduction 

The previous chapter detailed the research’s methods and methodology. This next chapter will present the results obtained within the survey conducted by the researcher, and examine the results obtained from the survey. Within the literature review chapter of this study, it was highlighted that there is a significant lack of academic research within this topic and studies into why males are less likely to report Domestic Abuse.  Primary / Qualitative data has been obtained with an objective of answering the subsections set out in chapter 1 of this research. By conducting this type of research, it is hoped that the topic will raise awareness and promote support services for male victims of Domestic Abuse, even if they do not feel they can report such matters to the police.

This survey was completed in line with the ethical considerations and guidelines, in line with UWTSD policy. Overall, there were 55 respondents to the survey. The survey was shared with both police officers and members of the public such as family and friends. 28 out of the 55 respondents were Police Officers. The survey gathered information in relation to people’s opinions on whether they believed society has played an influential part in the lack of reporting of abuse against men, to look into whether people believed that females could be a perpetrator of abuse, in addition to what if any services they were aware of, targeted towards male victims. The survey was shared to South Wales Police colleagues, as well as sharing onto social media platforms for a wider audience. 



4.2 Advantages of using Google Forms

Given the sensitive nature of the research topic, collecting data via Google Forms was deemed the most appropriate way to collect data from participants as this would allow them to remain anonymous and speak freely, without being nervous to speak out or be identified. 

It allowed the researcher to obtain data from participants efficiently, allowing a greater number of participants to share their views and opinions which is paramount for obtaining quantitative data. The form was easy to follow, understand and disseminate quickly on various online forums to share to other participants. 

4.3 Disadvantages of using Google Forms


The disadvantages of using a digital survey, are that participants may not feel comfortable submitting answers which may view them negatively. In addition to this, respondents may not answer accurate or truthfully. Thirdly, a disadvantage of using a digital survey is problems could arise regarding data errors. The researcher experienced some data errors such as the following.

The overall number of participants showing as ‘responded’ to the survey is 55 persons. However, when reviewing the responses on each individual question, the most responses to each question shows 54. The data shows that respondent number 32 joined the survey, but did not enter any data.  This suggests that the participant has initially started the survey, however has completed without answering any questions or submitting any data. This could be down to the individual deciding to leave the survey, potentially down to a technology issue or due to the sensitive nature of the questionnaire. This finding did not have an impact on the findings of the result however it is something to consider for future projects.



4.4 Questionnaire Findings


4.4.1  Stereotypes and society’s perception – Is Domestic Violence a gendered crime?
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Figure 2. Do you think society’s perception of men, has influenced the lack of reporting of such abuse against male victims?


The data shown in the above image documents that 98.1% of respondents believe that society’s perception of men, has influenced the lack of reporting of abuse against male victims. With only 1.9% of respondents stating that ‘No’. This supports the findings of studies mentioned within the literature review, undertaken by Barkhuizen, (2015); Douglas et al, (2012); Hines & Douglas, (2009), Shuler, (2010); Tsui (2014), Tsui, Chung & Leung, (2010), McCarrick, (2016).
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Figure 3. Do you think Domestic Abuse is under reported?



When respondents were asked if they believed domestic abuse is under reported, 80% of respondents answered ‘yes’, 7.3% of respondents answered ‘No’, with 12.7% of respondents answering ‘maybe’. These figures show that the public believe there to be a huge percentage of male victim’s domestic abuse that are not reporting the abuse in which they may suffer. This reflects the findings within the literature review by Walby & Allen (2004). 



In addition to the above, 90.6% of respondents believe that females are more likely to be the victim of domestic abuse, with 9.4% of respondents suggesting males. This supports the findings in the literature review, namely Dobash & Dobash, (1979); Scarduzio, Carlyle, Lockwood Harris, & Savage, (2017).
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Figure 4. Do you think women are capable of being perpetrators of Domestic Abuse?


Interestingly in contrast to the above, 100% of respondents believe that women are capable of being the perpetrators of Domestic Abuse. This clearly represents there is still a significant stigma in current society regarding domestic abuse. If 100% of respondents to the survey, believe that women are in fact capable of being perpetrators of domestic abuse, then it asks the question as to why is there significantly less reporting from male victims.




4.4.2 What support is out there aimed to male victims and is there enough?
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Figure 5. In your opinion, Is there enough awareness surround male victims of Domestic Abuse?



In the above image, respondents were asked if they believed there is enough awareness surrounding male victims of domestic abuse, a staggering 98.1% of respondents said ‘No’. With just 1 person 1.9% saying ‘Yes’. These figures reflect the findings in the Literature review by Dads Unlimited (N.D) who noted in 2017 there was a huge gap in professional services that support male victims of domestic abuse. It also supports the findings by Mankind (2020) who state that out of 238 recognised safe spaces from domestic abuse organisations, only 58 of them were dedicated to men. 



[image: ]
Figure 6. In your opinion, do you believe Domestic Abuse support services are targeted more towards females?



When respondents were asked if they believed domestic abuse support services were more targeted towards females, 90.7% of respondents said ‘Yes’ with 9.3% stating ‘No’. This is similar to the findings by Mankind (2020) highlighted in the literature review.
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Figure 7. Are you aware of any mal focused Domestic Abuse support services?




In addition to the above, participants were then asked if they were aware of any male focused domestic abuse support services. Shockingly, 75.9% of respondents said ‘No’, with just 24.1% saying ‘Yes’. 


When participants were asked if they believed there is enough support services available for male victims of domestic abuse, 94.2% responded ‘No’, with 5.8% saying ‘Yes’. This reinforces the findings within the literature review Dads Unlimited (N.D) and ManKind (2020). By reviewing these figures, it is evident that the public believe there is still a significant gap in the help readily available for male victims of domestic abuse. Given how little support there is catered towards male victims, this reinforces societies views and stereotypes, believing that males cannot be victims of such abuse.






4.4.3 Is there a lack of empathy by police?



[image: ]
Figure 8. In your opinion, is there a lack of empathy from the police and third parties?




When analysing the data, 62.4% of respondent said ‘Yes’ to whether they believed there is a lack of empathy from the police and third parties towards male victims.  35.8% said ‘No’. 
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Figure 9. In your opinion, is there a lack of empathy towards male victims of Domestic Abuse?


In addition to the above, the survey asked if in the participants opinion if they believed there is a general lack of empathy towards male victims of Domestic Abuse. 77.8% responded ‘Yes’ with 22.2% responding ‘No’. 




4.5 Conclusion  

In conclusion, the research clearly identifies that societies stereotypes of men and the stigmas surrounding male victim domestic abuse are still affecting the willingness of males to come forward and report Domestic Abuse. There is a significant gap in professional services which cater specifically for Male victims, in comparison to female-based organisations which has led the public to believe males are being left out and let down on this basis. This study has supported the findings within the literature review. It is hoped that by researching into a largely under discussed subject, will raise more awareness and additionally change the way in how domestic abuse is perceived as a female only subject.
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