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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


The role of a social worker is to ensure the well-being and safety of the people we support, whether that is within children or adults. In my role, I have not yet had the opportunity to support and work with children and young people. However, I am aware from my training as a social worker that there are laws, legislations, policies and procedures in place that support practitioners when it comes to protecting the well-being and safety of the young people being supported. The definition of safeguarding is to protect children from abuse, exploitation and neglect. Types of abuse are physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse and neglect. In 2022/2023 there were in total, 3968 children under the age of 18 who were placed on the child protection register (Stats Wales, 2023). 

The Social Services and Well-Being Wales Act (2014) provides the legal framework for the delivery of social services in Wales. Part 7 of the SSWBWA 2014, places a duty on practitioners to report where there are concerns of a child being at risk. The Local Safeguarding Children Boards (LSCBs) or similar bodies are responsible for coordinating and overseeing safeguarding activities in their areas. The objectives of LSCBs are to protect children within its area who are experiencing, or are at risk of, neglect, abuse or other kinds of harm, and to prevent children within its area from becoming at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm (Part 7, SWBWA, 2014). 

The foundational piece of legislation that practitioners use when supporting children is the Children Act 1989 and Children Act 2004 which provides the legal framework for the protection and welfare of children in the United Kingdom. The CA, 2004 was introduced to reinforce the CA 1989 to better regulate intervention to protect children. Alongside this, Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019 are outlined in legislative frameworks, one being the SSWBWA 2014. Although WSP’s, 2019 is not a piece of legislation, it is guided by pieces of legislation and is designed to protect children from abuse. 

Professionals from child protection services have 24 hours to respond when there is concern that a child is in immediate danger. The assessment must then be completed within 24-72 hours, this involves gathering information from the child’s family, school and the child themselves that will support the assessment being made. If from the assessment it identifies significant risk, a strategy meeting will take place and this will need to be within 1-5 days and this will be with the relevant agencies such as health care providers, social services and the police. In the strategy meeting it will determine if a section 47 is required, this is if there is reasonable cause to suspect that the child is experiencing or likely to experience significant harm. The S47 is a statutory process under the Children Act 1989 and decisions are made on what type of action is required to promote and safeguard the welfare of a child.

If for any reason following on from a S47 there is evidence to identify that the child is at ongoing risk of significant harm, this is when a child protection conference will take place and it is usually within 15 days. The purpose of the conference will determine if the child is to be placed on the child protection register. If the child is to be placed on the child protection register, immediately, actions must be taken to make sure the child is safeguarded, the plan is then reviewed regularly, typically within 3 months of the initial conference, and every 6 months after. 

(595 words) 



500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).






	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

The aim of safeguarding with children and adults is crucial in both fields and the purpose is to protect individuals from any type of harm and abuse. The key difference between adult and children safeguarding is the legislation and legal framework. Children’s safeguarding is guided specifically by legal frameworks such as the Children Act 1989 and 2004. Alongside this, other legal frameworks used are the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989 which is also known as the UNCRC 1989. Under these laws children have the right to be protected and action must be taken when there are reasons to believe there is any risk of neglect and abuse taking place. The legal framework used primarily when protecting adults is the Social Services and Well-being Wales Act 2014. Alongside this, other legal frameworks used are the Mental Capacity Act 2005 and Human Rights Act 1998. 

The fundamental difference between safeguarding adults and children is centred on the balance of protection, this means the difference in adults and children is having the right to make decisions for themselves. Adults are assumed as having the capacity to make choices of their own unless there is evidence that proves otherwise. Whereas, Children, especially younger ones, are considered not fully capable of making decisions that affect their safety and well-being due to their vulnerability and developing capacity for decision-making, decisions made on behalf of children can be made by parents, guardians or professionals involved, all decisions made will be made in the child’s best interest. 

The main difference between children and adult safeguarding comes down to consent and capacity. When it comes to multi agency working and decision making, professionals working with children will attend core groups and child protection conferences where they will work in a multi-agency way and include other professionals such as the school, police and any other professional involved to support them with assessing risk and form child protection plans to support the child moving forward if it was required. In adults, professionals will also work closely with other professionals such as mental health services, healthcare, police and any other professionals involved to gain a clear understanding of the adult’s needs. However, the difference between safeguarding adults and children is that adults may choose not to protect themselves and can have the capacity to make those unwise decisions, whereas professionals have a duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of the child. 


(405 words)



400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).
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