Explore and evaluate the use of body worn cameras in evidence based policing.
[bookmark: _Int_sc2oLUXP][bookmark: _Int_fmhUEnxd][bookmark: _Int_PX0qXzfI][bookmark: _Int_w3uhDjtD]Body worn cameras have attracted more attention in recent years as a potential tool for improving accountability and transparency in policing (Lum, 2020). It has been recommended to use body worn cameras to raise the standard of the evidence used in policing and to promote evidence-based practises. The idea of using empirical data to guide policing policies and practises is known as evidence based policing (EBP). The purpose of this essay is to examine and assess how body-worn cameras are used in evidence based policing. It will go over the fundamental principles of evidence based policing, the advantages and disadvantages of body worn cameras in policing, and the moral and legal issues raised by their application. This essay will offer insights into the potential for body worn cameras to support evidence based policing and improve public safety by examining the impact of body worn cameras on policing practises. 
[bookmark: _Int_6V5r9NgF][bookmark: _Int_4QpumLmG]A policing philosophy known as "evidence based policing" places a high value on using empirical data to inform operations (Cordner, 2020). Evidence based policing centres on four key concepts. First, policing choices should be supported by solid empirical evidence based on reliable research techniques. To assess their efficacy and guide future practises, policing interventions should be thoroughly evaluated. Third, it is important for researchers and practitioners to collaborate to make sure that research results are applicable to policing practises. Finally, evidence based policing ought to place a high priority on continuous learning and improvement, using data to pinpoint problem areas and improve policing tactics (Sherman, 2013). These fundamental principles serve as the foundation for evidence based policing, which aims to advance efficient and effective policing methods that put community safety and wellbeing first. 
[bookmark: _Int_mgxjSFek]Several criminological theories that attempt to explain the interaction between police officers and members of the public serve as the foundation for the use of body-worn cameras in policing (Louis & Walby, 2020). One such theory is the social disorganisation theory, which contends that weak social networks and a lack of social cohesion in a community increase the likelihood of crime. By encouraging transparency and accountability, body-worn cameras can help strengthen social cohesion in communities by enhancing trust between the public and police officers. The deterrence theory (Johnson, 2019), which contends that people are less likely to commit crimes if they think they will be caught and punished, also supports the use of body-worn cameras. Body-worn cameras can discourage criminal activity by raising the perceived risk of being caught and punished (Boivin et al., 2020). These criminological theories offer crucial insights into the potential influence of body-worn cameras on law enforcement procedures and public safety, emphasising the necessity of ongoing study and evaluation to guarantee that their use is in line with the principles of evidence based policing.
[bookmark: _Int_lEfm4LKd][bookmark: _Int_ECEklZoh]Police officers can use small recording devices called body-worn video cameras to record audio and video of their interactions with members of the public. In evidence based policing, body-worn cameras are used to capture interactions between police and citizens in a trustworthy and impartial manner. This video can be used to support or refute witness testimony, offer proof in criminal investigations, and increase accountability and transparency in policing practises (Chapman, 2018). Body-worn cameras can also give insight into the effectiveness of police interventions and point out areas where policing procedures may need to be improved. Body-worn cameras are used in evidence based policing, which is consistent with its guiding principles, which emphasise the use of empirical evidence to guide policing decisions and enhance public safety. Body-worn cameras have the potential to improve the quality of evidence in policing, foster accountability, transparency, and public confidence in law enforcement by providing a trustworthy and impartial record of police-citizen interactions (Body-worn video 2022 - npcc.police.uk 2022).
Body-worn cameras are an effective tool that can boost policing practises' accountability, transparency, and public trust (Henne et al., 2021). But there are also advantages, disadvantages, and ethical restrictions associated with the use of body worn cameras. Body worn cameras can offer an impartial record of police-citizen interactions, which can support transparency and accountability in policing practises. This is one of their advantages. They can also aid in stopping or resolving police officer power abuse. Body worn cameras might be costly to set up and maintain, which could be a major obstacle to their widespread adoption. body worn cameras may also cause privacy and surveillance issues, especially if they are applied in circumstances where people have a reasonable expectation of privacy (Williams et al., 2021). Finally, Body worn cameras may have a disproportionately negative impact on vulnerable or marginalised communities, such as communities of colour, who may experience more frequent interactions between police and civilians. Therefore, the use of body worn cameras in policing should be continually assessed and carefully weighed considering their potential advantages, disadvantages, and ethical constraints (Police body cameras - pros & cons 2022).
It has been determined whether using body-worn cameras  in evidence based policing can effectively lower instances of domestic violence, street crime, stop and search, and anti-social behaviour (Choi, 2022). Evidence suggests that the use of body worn cameras improves the quality of the evidence used in criminal cases while also having a positive effect on lowering the number of complaints made against police officers in cases of domestic violence and anti-social behaviour. Studies have shown that the use of body worn cameras has the potential to lower the use of force by police officers, resulting in fewer instances of excessive use of force in the case of street crime (Lister et al., 2018). However, the possibility that officers could alter video, the expense of installation and maintenance, and privacy concerns are some potential drawbacks to using body worn cameras. As a result, the effectiveness of body worn cameras in evidence based policing must be carefully considered, considering both the advantages and disadvantages of their application in the contexts of domestic violence, street crime, stop and search, and anti-social behaviour.
[bookmark: _Int_oNCwqlCA][bookmark: _Int_GVExuheb][bookmark: _Int_UHA8fiyK][bookmark: _Int_WKViR6O7]In conclusion, body-worn cameras have become increasingly popular in recent years as a means of promoting accountability and transparency in policing. Evidence based policing  has been recommended to raise the standard of evidence used in policing and promote evidence-based practices (Use of body-worn cameras sees complaints against police 'virtually vanish', study finds 2016). The fundamental principles of evidence based policing focus on using empirical data to guide policing operations, evaluate efficacy, collaboration between researchers and practitioners, and continuous learning and improvement. Several criminological theories support the use of body worn cameras in policing (Henstock & Ariel, No date). The social disorganization theory emphasizes the importance of transparency and accountability in enhancing trust between police officers and the public, while the deterrence theory emphasizes the potential of body worn cameras to discourage criminal activity by raising the perceived risk of being caught and punished. Body worn cameras can capture interactions between police and citizens in an impartial and trustworthy manner and provide evidence in criminal investigations, support or refute witness testimony, and improve policing practices. While body worn cameras have the potential to improve accountability, transparency, and public trust in law enforcement, there are also advantages, disadvantages, and ethical considerations that need to be carefully weighed (Obasi, 2018). Privacy and surveillance concerns, the potential for altering video, and the cost of installation and maintenance are some of the potential drawbacks associated with body worn cameras. However, evidence suggests that the use of body worn cameras has the potential to lower the number of complaints against police officers in cases of domestic violence and anti-social behaviour, reduce the use of force by police officers, and improve the quality of evidence used in criminal cases. Therefore, the effectiveness of body worn cameras in evidence based policing must be carefully evaluated, and ethical considerations must be taken into account before their widespread adoption. Overall, body worn cameras have the potential to support evidence based policing, promote public safety, and enhance trust between the police and the public. However, their use must be accompanied by rigorous evaluation, ongoing study, and continuous improvement, guided by the principles of evidence based policing, to ensure their benefits are realized and ethical considerations are addressed.
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