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1 
1.1 This specific artifact was previously a part of the University of Wales Lampeter collection, however now it is in possession of the University of Wales Trinity St. Davids teaching collection. We know this because on the package the artifact was in has UWL on the front. The artifact being changed hands over time does not affect the importance of the object, as it is now owned and care for by the University of Wales Trinity St. David. And while it is here its available for display and for us students to be able to use it in our studies.
2 
[image: This may contain: a map showing the location of some towns]2.1 My artifact is a Caerleon ware artifact, meaning it is from Caerleon which is a town down by Newport and Cardiff. Caerleon is known as the only permanent roman base in modern Wales (1 of 3 in Britain) Caerleon means ‘Fortress of the Legion’ in English, around 800 AD it was referred to as ‘Cair Legeion guar Uisc’, named after the River Usk (Welsh Wysg). Caerleon was used by the second Augustan legion (a legion of the imperial roman army that was founded during the late roman republic), and it remained as the headquarters of the legion for more than 200 years. There have been excavations at Caerleon since the 1920s, that is over 100 years, and we don’t know when my artifact was found.
[image: completed for accessibility and SEO][image: A close-up of a piece of pottery

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]2.2 My artifact as written on the bag it came in, was found in C1 AD, which refers to 1st Century AD, which spans from years 1-100 AD making this Roman British pottery. We also know this from the type of time period that flagons were commonly used especially ‘ring necked flagons’ which is what I believe mine to be, 1st century ones had vertical multi ringed necks. As we can see from this picture of my artifact it very much matches what one would’ve looked like, like this picture taken from the reading museums website with this one being a ‘ring necked flagon from Silchester’, although they are not from the same area, we can still see their similarities.
2.3 The decoration from what we can see on my artifact I think is very interesting, because we can obviously tell that it was created on a potter’s wheel, they were mass produced in kilns at the time. The only main decoration I can see with what there is left of my artifact is the rings around the neck which were created in order to be able to pour liquid out of it, the rings help make it not spill and pour out more evenly. We can tell just by the shape of what I had left that this was a single handled flagon, rather than a two handled one. This let us know that it was most likely strictly a jug.
3
3.1 The average flagon held about 2 imperial pints of liquid which is about 1.1 litres in volume. An imperial pint is 4 oz more than a U.S pint, with a U.S pint being around 16 oz, an imperial pint is 20oz. so although we will never be able to figure out how big my artifact really was, we can make an estimated guess based off of how much the average held, which if you think about it 2 pints is not a lot of liquid. Obviously, that might not be accurate but without having any way of telling the shape or size of my artifact based on just the spout, the best guess is to go off of an average for flagons at that time.
3.2 The colouring of my artifact suggests an oxidised firing environment, the texture of the artifact appears to be compact and consistent, with no large voids which suggests there was controlled preparation of the clay. Overall, we can see that the fabric suggests that the clay was carefully prepared before making it as it is a well-constructed piece, we can see that it is a very durable and practical container and the left-over artifact that we have left shows the care that went into creating it.
3.3 The main reason for the colouring of the artifact is due to the excess of oxygen in the kiln. Because it is an oxidising environment, the organic matter in the clay releases carbon dioxide which causing red/ brown cores. The iron compounds in the clay turn into ferric oxide and the pot turns red, or grey if there is less iron. I would say that my artifact is a mixture of a greyish orange which this could’ve been the reasoning for that. The flagon I had had two different colours one on the inside layer of clay being the greyish blue colour, and the other on the outer layer which was the more orangey colour. I think it looks like any other piece of dried pottery colour wise.
4
[image: A small piece of clay on a plastic bag

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]4.1 We can see that the breaks on my artifact are very smooth, and just above where the handle would have been. There is a little bit of a break on the side which I believe is where the handle could have been placed, however it isn’t obvious as to whether that is the case or not. But again, looking at the picture of the ring-necked flagon earlier it looks like the location of the handle would match up with that. We can also see that on the top of the pourer that there is a chip missing out of it on the side. I have no idea what could have caused that but it. In general, I don’t think that there’s a way of actually telling why or how this piece was broken off, and why the spout survived completely. And since we don’t know when my artifact was found the damages could’ve been done after they found it, there is always that chance.
5
[image: Kiln - Wikipedia]5.1 Roman flagon production started in the early republic period, they where most commonly made of clay on a potter’s wheel. The clay was usually dug up from a local source; this could be such as rivers or glaciers. Then the clay is cleaned to make sure of no impurities, such as rocks or stones that would affect the quality of the pottery. The main body of the pottery was shaped separately, along with the handle, neck and spout which would be attached on later using wet clay. After that they put the flagon in a kiln at high temperatures to be fired, which hardened the clay and that is when it could be used for pouring liquids such as wine or oil. 
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