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Book Biography Library Project
The book that given to me for this project is ‘Magna Britannia Notitia; or, the present state of Great Britain’ by John Chamberlayne. It bears the class-mark PHI, meaning the book was given to the college by Thomas Phillips.

The title page is as follows:

Magna Britannia Notitia: | OR, THE | Pre∫ent State | OF | Great-Britain; | With divers | REMARKS | UPON | The Ancient State thereof. | [rule] By JOHN CHAMBERLAYNE, E∫q; | Fellow of the Royal Society. | [rule] The Five and Twentieth Edition of the South Part call’d | England, and Fourth of the North Part call’d Scotland; with | Improvement and more exact and larger Additions in the | Li∫t of the Officers, &c. than in any former Impre∫∫ion. | [rule] In TWO PARTS. | [rule] With His Majesty’s Royal Privilege. | [rule] – Paribus ∫e Legubus ambæ | Invictæ Gentes æterna in fœdera mittent, | Tros, Rutilu∫ve fuat; nullo di∫crimine habebo. | [rule] LONDON: | Printed for Timothy Goodwin, Matthew Wotton, Benjamin Tooke, | Daniel Midwinter, and Jacob Ton∫on. MDCCXVIII.

The colophon indicates that the book was printed in London with five publishers/printers. The colophon does not have its own separate page at the end of the book – it is specified at the bottom of the title page. In terms of the format, there are two sets of gatherings with five sheets at the front of the book, and then there are regular sets of quires with eight sheets for the remainder of the book. This means that the book is in ‘quarto’ composition.

Collation of the book 

· (one blank at the start of the book)
Title Page with introduction by the author. Latin numeration at the top of page, starts on A4 with j, ij, iij up until vj on A6 verso.

A, A2, A3, A4, - - - -
B, B2, B3 

New Book – pagination starts with 1 on top of the page.

      - - - -
B, B2, B3, B4, - - - -
C, C2, C3, C4, - - - -
D, D2, D3, D4, - - - -
E, E2, E3, E4, - - - -
F, F2, F3, F4, - - - -
G, G2, G3, G4, - - - -
H, H2, H3, H4, - - - -
I, I2, I3, I4, - - - -
J, J2, J3, J4, - - - -
K, K2, K3, K4, - - - -
L, L2, L3, L4, - - - -
M, M2, M3, M4, - - - -
N, N2, N3, N4, - - - -
O, O2, O3, O4, - - - -
P, P2, P3, P4, - - - -
Q, Q2, Q3, Q4, - - - -
R, R2, R3, R4, - - - -
S, S2, S3, S4, - - - -
T, T2, T3, T4, - - - -

Here the pagination features 295, then three blanks.

The third book starts pagination again with Arabic numerals, from 3-200. Strangely, the next number after 200 is 305, and carries on until 455. There are no pages missing or continuity issues between the text on page 200 and 305. 

A, A2, A3, A4, - - - -
B, B2, B3, B4, - - - -
C, C2, C3, C4, - - - -
D, D2, D3, D4, - - - -
E, E2, E3, E4, - - - -
F, F2, F3, F4, - - - -
G, G2, G3, G4, - - - -
H, H2, H3, H4, - - - -
I, I2, I3, I4, - - - -
J, J2, J3, J4, - - - -
K, K2, K3, K4, - - - -
L, L2, L3, L4, - - - -
M, M2, M3, M4, - - - -
N, N2, N3, N4, - - - -
O, O2, O3, O4, - - - -
P, P2, P3, P4, - - - -
Q, Q2, Q3, Q4, - - - -
R, R2, R3, R4, - - - -
S, S2, S3, S4, - - - -
T, T2, T3, T4, - - - -
U, U2, U3, U4, - - - -
V, V2, V3, V4, - - - -
W, W2, W3, W4, - - - -
X, X2, X3, X4, - - - -
Y, Y2, Y3, Y4, - - - -
Z, Z2, Z3, Z4, - - - -
Aa, Aa2, Aa3, Aa4, - - - -
Bb, Bb2, Bb3, Bb4, - - - -
Cc, Cc2, Cc3, Cc4, - - - -
Dd, Dd2, Dd3, Dd4, - - - -
Ee, Ee2, Ee3, Ee4, - - - -
Ff, Ff2, Ff3, Ff4, - - - -
Gg, Gg2, Gg3, Gg4, - - - -

List of Officers at the end of the book, pages 1-56 (Arabic numerals)

*Aa, *Aa2, *Aa3, *Aa4, - - - -
*Bb, *Bb2, *Bb3, *Bb4, - - - -
*Cc, *Cc2, *Cc3, *Cc4, - - - -
*Dd, *Dd2, *Dd3, *Dd4.

Statement of Signing – *, A-T⁸, Aa-Ff⁸, Gg⁴, *Aa-Cc⁸, Dd⁴.

Illustrations 

There are fourteen illustrations in the book. One is a copperplate engraving; the rest are woodcuts. Second blank – full page copperplate of King George I. 
A3 – woodcut coat of arms
A7 – 1 woodcut pattern, 1 historiated initial
B3v – decorative stamp with flowers, a pot and birds
Pages 296r and next blank – decorative woodcut
Page 305r (what would be Yy6 if it was not a blank) – decorative woodcut
Page 371, Bb2r – decorative woodcut
Page 372, Bbv – historiated initial and top woodcut pattern
Page 319, Ee2r – historiated initial and top woodcut pattern
Page 1 of the back list of officers – historiated initial and top woodcut pattern 

Physicality of the book

The book measures 125mm in width and 200mm in length. It is bound with calfskin in a half binding. The front cover is decorated with blind tooled pallet lines, with four corner flowers and some interrupted lines (like dots) by a pallet tool. On the edges of the leather by the pages (i.e. not on the front cover) there is evidence of a gilded pallet tool being used for decoration. This has mostly worn away however. There are no board, flyleaf or pastedown decorations. The edges are mainly plain but there are some red sprinkles. The pastedowns are not made of waste material from other books/pieces of parchment. The condition of the book is mainly good, with only worn corner leather edges and a few damaged edged of paper. 

Ownership and provenance 

A signature from a ‘Will (William) Ridley 1723’ is written on the first folio. There is also a second signature on the third folio from the same owner. There are no bespoke features in the book, such as bespoke binding, any coats of arms or bookplates.
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