


Evaluation of both the victim and suspects journey through the criminal justice process.

The journey of both the suspect and victims can vary greatly but both are predominately dictated through a combination of multiple acts. One of these is the European Convention on Human Rights (1953). This allows everyone specific rights. Some of the ones that are specifically important in regards to the criminal justice system is that everyone has a right to life, freedom and a fair trial (Council of Europe portal, N/A). Another is the National Decision Making Model, that dictates how every aspect of the police force should act (Dorset police, 2024). This has the police code of ethics at it centre which consists of three points, courage, respect and empathy, and public service (College of policing, 2024).
The Victim Commission (2022), states that victims by there very nature are the reluctant party in the criminal justice system. But despite this are often at very centre of any criminal offence. Most crimes would not exist or be dealt with without their participation. They are the centre of any criminal investigation and need to be handled appropriately. Procedural justice is based on four principles, treating people with dignity and respect, giving a victim a voice, being impartial and conveying trust. If a person feels they have been treated this way they are more likely to be happy with the result and co-operate. A victim’s journey through the court system can start at multiple points. Normally it is from the point that the crime is reported. Victim’s can report a crime in multiple ways by visiting a police station, on the phone or even online. In some cases, a crime can happen without the victims being aware of it. Whatever point a victim is made aware that they are a victim, they will immediately fall under Victims Code. The police officer should help victim’s by informing them about what to expect from the criminal justice service and what support there is available at the point. (victims of crime, N/A). 
When a crime is reported, the police will start an investigation. This will involve them gathering evidence and this can often entail taking statements from anyone who may have seen what happened such as witnesses, this can sometimes include the victim (CPS, 2022). Under the Victim’s Code (College of Policing, 2021), victims have the right to be informed of what is going on within the investigation and they should keep victims informed at each stage. They will be assigned an officer, who is working on the case, as a victims point of contact when enquiring about the case. They will often discuss when, where and how they can contact the victim to keep them up to date with the case or to gather more information. Sometimes the police may need to obtain items from both the victim and witnesses, such as phones laptops or other devices these will be obtain under the User’s Agreement (CPS, 2022). The Sentencing Council (2025) gave information on what a victim can expect between the point of arrest and trial. The victim can be expected to be contracted by the CPS (Crown Prosecution Service) to be informed of when the trial will be, 3 to 4 weeks prior to the date, or they may be informed to keep a set amount of time free for a floating trial. You will be set to wait away from the defendant and sometimes may be required or can request to enter by a separate door. The victim will then be called to give evidence and then put under oath, swearing to tell the truth. Before the victim is questioned. As the victim is part of the prosecution, they will firstly be questioned by the Prosecution lawyer, then the defendant’s lawyer will question them known as cross-examining. They may be asked questions by the judge but after that they will be told to leave the witness box as more evidence is discussed. This of course only happens if the victims have anything relevant to say in regards to the case. At the end of the case if the defendant is found guilty there will be a sentencing hearing. The judge will take into consideration the effect the crime has had on the victim when conducting sentencing (Courts and Tribunal Judiciary, 2025).

The journey of the suspect has a number of similarities and differences to the journey of the victim. They are also protected by the European Court of Human Rights but the British Institute of Human Rights (2025) states how not all rights are absolute rights. The state has the right to revoke some of individuals rights if they feel it is lawful, legitimate and proportionate in doing so and that by not doing so would interfere with someone else’s rights.

A defendant’s journey starts with their arrest. A lawful arrest of a suspect requires two things to be in place. A person must be involved or suspected of being involved in a criminal offence and there must be reasonable grounds that the arrest is necessary. All elements must be satisfied under section 24 and Code G of PACE (College of Policing, 2022). 
In many cases the police will look for alternatives to arresting a suspect. Especially when the previous two statements are not met. The College of Policing, (2018) mentions many alternatives to arrest including cautions some with conditions attached, restorative justice where the perpetrator and the victim can come to an agreed outcome or more commonly a penalty notice that is normally used for clear crimes such as speeding where arrest is not warranted (RAC, 2024).
Police Station Agent, (2024) mentions that once a suspect is under arrest they must be given a caution. This is to allow the suspect to know that they have the right to not speak when questioned but anything they say will be taken as evidence. They must also be informed that they are being arrested and detained, why and they have the right to inform someone else of there detention. Once in custody, the custody officer will ask a suspect to hand over any property they may have if they refuse, they may be searched. Liberty (2025). If the suspect has been arrested for an indictable offence, a serious offence with prison sentence of over 6 months, officers will also have the right to check the place the suspect was arrested or anywhere they may live. The police may question a suspect who is detained, this will be recorded as suspect does not have to answer a question when asked but this could work against them. They are held for no more than 24 hours without charge, but an extension can be made for up to 96 hours if needed if the suspect is being accused of a serious crime, for example. Suspects are entitled to free legal advice, if the suspect does not have a specific solicitor they wish to receive, and if the suspect wishes to receive it a duty solicitor will be assigned to them (Gov.uk, N/A). A suspect’s fingerprints, photos and DNA may be taken if needed. If there is not enough evidence to charge a suspect, they may be released on bail under the condition that they return to the station if more questioning is needed. There are sometimes conditions on bail release such as needing to check in every day or avoiding certain people or places. Gov.ukb (N/A) states that once a suspect is charged, he will either be released on a conditional bail, need to give over their passport and stay at a given address etc, or they will be reprimanded in custody until the start of their trial. 
Suspects and victims may need special circumstances if they are considered vulnerable. These arrangements will be in place through their journey through the court system. Anyone under the age of 18 is considered vulnerable and needs a responsible adult to accompany them. Anyone who doesn’t have English as their first language is entitled to a court appointed interpreter. Special consideration will also be made for someone with diminished mental capacity or learning disabilities (Crown Office and Prosecutors Fiscal service 2024). Victims and Witnesses’ Information (2025) talks of an additional special service that maybe undertaken specifically in court for victims. These can include putting screen up around so the defendant can't see the victim/ witness, evidence being given via video link or their evidence being given by recording. The judges and barristers may also remove their wigs and gowns in order to remove away the intimidation factor. All this is done so the best kind of evidence can be obtained.
Suspects and victims have different journeys through the justice system they often touch on many of the same points and are both treated fairly due to acts like the European Convention of Human Rights (Council of Europe portal, N/A) and the National Decision Making Model (College of policing, 2024).
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