Recently, the United Kingdom’s government proposed a new piece of legislation, the Bill of Rights Bill, which would repeal and replace the Human Rights Act 1998. Some argue that the introduction of such legislation could damage the rule of law and impact the ability of individuals to protect their human rights.
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The Human Rights Act of 1998 took effect in the UK in October 2000, setting out fundamental rights and freedoms that everyone in the country is entitled to, by incorporating the rights set out in the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) into British domestic law (Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2018).
The purpose of the Human Rights Act 1998 was to make it possible for the people in the UK to bring claims related to ECHR into their domestic courts. It successfully managed to reduce the costs and time of enforcing human rights. Still, over the years, several Governments were concerned about how it impacted the UK common law (case law) and the independence of the Parliament (Dawson,2021).
The roots of The Human Rights Act are based on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The first means of enforcing certain rights contained into it was the European Convention on Human Rights that came into effect on the 3rd of September 1953, and over the years got amended several times, and more rights were added to the original ones (European Court on Human Rights, n.d.).
It is crucial to understand that up until recent years, under the European Communities Act of 1972, the EU law had control over the UK Law, meaning that some forms of EU law would have an effect in the legal system of the UK without the parliamentary consent and derivatives and decisions could be brought to life in the UK by primary legislation or in most cases, through secondary legislation (Jack, 2017).
Therefore, with the adoption of the European Union Withdrawl Act of 2018, the treaty obligations and regulations under the European Communities Act 1972 were repealed, and the Parliament and ministers of the United Kingdom were empowered to create secondary legislation (Jack,2017).
At the time of its departure from the European Union, considerable amounts of the EU law were copied into UK legislation, as they covered environmental, employees rights, and regulation of financial services in order to ensure a clean exit and avoid confusion within the legal domain, at the same time providing the Government and Parliament with enough time in order to review, modify or abolish these laws altogether in the future (Jack, 2017).
With the EU Withdrawl Act of 2018 in full effect, talks regarding replacing the Human Rights Act of 1998 were initiated, and in 2022, the Bill of Rights Bill was published by Dominic Raab, the secretary of state for Justice (Donald, 2022).
The Bill of Rights bill intends to connect to older pieces of UK legislation as the English Bill of Rights of 1689. The Bill is not set to create new rights but to record the same Convention rights enforced by the Human Rights Act (Donald, 2022). One of its most important purposes is to give supremacy to the Parliament in decision-making when competing rights and interests are endangered to define the relationship between the UK courts, the Parliament and the European Court of Human Rights (Donald, 2022).
Elliott (2022) states that four key elements are not changing under the Bill of Rights bill.  The first is that the United Kingdom will remain a state party of the ECHR, even though that is not something that the bill provides for. Instead, it creates a fundamental premise on which the Bill is drafted. The second one is that the Bill contains all the rights covered by the HRA, the difference being that, with the Bill, they will not have the same degree of strength in domestic law as they have under the HRA. The third is that the UK domestic courts will still have the power to produce declarations of incompatibility in the situation when the Convention rights are not compatible with the domestic legislation, meaning that, like in the case of HRA, these declarations will not interfere with the way legislation operates, but, under the Bill, they will enable ministers to correct wrong legislation. Furthermore, the fourth is that the public authority’s duty is to act in compatibility with Convention rights, meaning that they act to implement legislative provisions compatible with the Convention rights.
Even with the Bill of Rights taking on all the rights included in the HRA, there are still some substantial changes that the new bill is set to make; one example of it will be the introduction of a permission stage in which a claimant has to prove that they endured severe drawbacks as a result of their rights being breached (The Law Society, 2022).
The responsibilities that exist amongst rights will be recognized. Consequently, there will be a new approach toward balancing the qualified rights and the remedies available for human rights claims (Ministry of Justice, 2022).
The UK Supreme court will become the ultimate decision-maker on human rights issues, meaning that British domestic courts are no longer required to follow case law originated in the ECHR (Ministry of Justice, 2022).
Based on the proposal of the Bill, the Parliament of the UK will be the central element of a process of evaluating suggestions of judgment from the Strasbourg court as well as producing a ‘democratic shield’ conserving the supremacy of the UK Parliament when it comes to legislative function (Ministry of Justice, 2022).
The Bill of Rights is also set to facilitate the deportation of foreign criminals on the grounds that their right to family represents an imminent danger to public safety; new potential immigration law would require proof that a child or dependent is in imminent danger in the event of deportation. 
There are many reasons for concern with the Bill of Rights bill. Bolton (2022) states that if adopted, the principles within the bill would be relapsing, eroding into over 20 years of developments of law and policy concerning human rights. That put, it will just make it harder for the people living in the UK to access and enforce their rights.
The whole idea behind the ECtHR being at the center of human rights is the fact that its interpretation will provide clear, unbiased guidance in court decision-making, therefore under the Bill of Rights bill, if the British domestic courts are given the freedom to provide different interpretations from ECtHR will eventually result in legal conflict and confusion as well as more successful referrals to ECtHR. Moreover, the additional proposal of the ‘democratic shield’ will ‘put the UK in clear breach of the Convention and undermine the rule of law’ (Bolton, 2022).

In conclusion, it can be stated that there is no need for a new, modern Bill of Rights as the UK has one comprehensive and modern enough, the Human Rights Act of 1998. Although there are some specific omissions, it does contain all the Convention rights and is supplemented by text and successive protocol (Gardbaum, 2022).
The result of of Government’s proposal of reform will result in an outdated bil of rights than the HRA, as it aims ‘to exclude or minimalize positive obligations and neutralize the key necessity component of proportionality analysis, both hallmarks of contemporary rights jurisprudence in most parts of the world’ (Gardbaum, 2022).
Another conclusion that can be drawn from all the information is that there is no real need to change the current human rights act, as there are usually four reasons why a state might one to change the bill of rights in place: as a part of a more extensive process of rewriting its constitution, to substantially change the content- which is also not the case as the only added rights are the one regarding trial by jury and more fortified freedom of expression-, the replacement of a partial bill to a total bill and finally, to give certain rights direct horizontal effect. And as none of these make the case of the reform proposal, it can be argued that the goal of this replacement is primarily symbolic, finally enacting the years of other manifestoes and propositions for repealing the Human Rights Act of 1998, with some essential authorities and powers being given to the Government and the Parliament, which could have arguably been accomplished by the amending the Human Rights Act 1998 (Gardbaum, 2022).
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