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Executive summary
The virtual learning environment of University of Wales is very attractive, comprehensive and effective one. It comprises of all the effective learning and teaching tools. A positive impact of such a virtual learning environment is that, the students feel interested in learning and they can also communicate regularly with their teachers. The research has been focused on understanding the various aspects of VLE. 
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1.0 [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Introduction
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]The topic of research is regarding the “Impact of Virtual Learning Environment on the learning experience of students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London campus”. The VLE is a very interactive virtual environment that facilitates learning among the students. It provides a very smooth teaching and learning experience through the use of online technologies (AlMuharraqi and Toworfe, 2021). Especially, during the time of the pandemic, it is a very good replacement for face-to-face classroom environment. It facilitates delivering of digital lectures by the professors and the teaching learning process can be continued without any disturbance. Such platforms are very interactive and have a Moodle in which all the information related to the lectures and course is provided by the university in a detailed manner (Maaliw, 2020). 

2.0 [bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Background
[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]Marketing strategies associated with the VLE 
The virtual learning environment is very essential to promote learning among the students and provide them with a better learning experience. During the time of the pandemic, such platforms have become very essential for providing better teaching-learning experiences and they can be used very interactively in order to arouse the interest of children in learning. The University of Trinity Wales Saint David London Campus has a very interactive virtual learning interface in which the students have to log in and all the online classes are conducted through the platform. These strategies comprise of rigorous promotions during the time of the pandemic due to the immense importance of such environment of virtual learning (Diab-Bahman, et al, 2021).
[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]Advantages of associated with the VLE 
It is known that the advantages associated with virtual learning environment platforms are immense, especially during the time of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Moodle of such a platform comprises of several materials for the students that helps them to revise all the classes that have been conducted till date. Due to the various benefits associated with these, such platforms are highly preferred and are the choice of several reputed colleges and universities, including that of University of Trinity Wales St David London campus (Hamill, 2020).
[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]Disadvantages associated with the VLE
In spite of the various advantages that the virtual learning environments possess, there are several drawbacks of such platforms as well. First of all, these platforms are very expensive for the colleges and universities and a large amount of money needs to be spent on them. Also, the maintenance of such platforms requires a professional team of information technology experts (MOLOTSİ, 2020). Such a platform is disadvantages for the students as it hampers the learning process to a certain extent. Many of the students do not attend the live classes and see the lectures later on. This is advantages for them as they can watch the lectures whenever they want, however, no direct communication is facilitated between the students and the professors when they watch the lectures later on (Hamutoglu, et al., 2020).
[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]Impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) on students’ learning experience
There are several positive and negative impacts that the virtual learning environment has on the learning experiences of students (Parrish, et al., 2021). A positive impact associated with such learning environment is that, it facilitates smooth and interactive learning among the students. The students can attend their lectures from anywhere and thus, it makes it easier for them to attend lectures. Also, regular guidance of professors through the interactive interface helps the students to learn in a much better way (Rauf, 2021). However, there are several negative aspects of such platforms. The students do not take this platform much seriously as they would take the traditional college or university going methods. There is lack of face-to-face communication between the students and professors as it takes place in the usual university or college going method (Hantoobi, et al., 2021). 

[bookmark: _heading=h.1t3h5sf]3.0Aims and Objectives
There are various aims and objectives associated with the research. The aims are as follows-
· To understand the impact of the VLE environment on the learning experiences of the students. 
The various objectives of conducting the research are as follows-
· To analyse the various advantages that are associated with the Virtual Learning Environment.
· To determine the various disadvantages that are associated with the Virtual Learning Environment.
· To understand the impact of the VLE environment on the learning experiences of the students of the Trinity Wales St David London campus.

4.0 [bookmark: _heading=h.4d34og8]Method
[bookmark: _heading=h.2s8eyo1]Research Philosophy 
The philosophy of positivism was adopted while conducting the entire research. It is very effective in finding solutions to the problems by formulating hypothesis and then testing it. It helps in establishing a causal relationship between the several variables and this is very effective for conducting the research in a very comprehensive manner (Kassim and Hassan, 2021).
[bookmark: _heading=h.17dp8vu]Research Approach
For conducting the research, the deductive approach was used as it helps in arriving at several conclusions from a set of data and information obtained.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3rdcrjn]Research Design
For conducting the research, a descriptive design was chosen as it covered all aspects of the research and helped in conducting the entire research in a systematic and efficient manner (Ko and Wei, 2021).
[bookmark: _heading=h.26in1rg]Data Collection
[bookmark: _heading=h.lnxbz9]In order to collect relevant data, the use of both primary and secondary data collection methods have been done. For conducting primary research, a survey has been conducted and a well formulated questionnaire was prepared in order to collect the responses of 100 students of several universities including that of Trinity Wales Saint David London campus. They were chosen with the use of the random sampling technique. Complete privacy and confidentiality of the respondents’ responses and their personal details was maintained and well-being of the respondents was ensured. Then, the results obtained have been generated in the form of graphs and tables using the MS Excel Software. For collection of qualitative secondary data, the interview was conducted with several students and their opinions were taken into consideration. 

5.0 [bookmark: _heading=h.35nkun2]Results
[bookmark: _heading=h.1ksv4uv]Primary Data
Quantitative Research (Survey):
Q1. You belong from which University?
a. University of Trinity Wales
b. Oxford University 
c. Cambridge University 
d. California University 
	Response
	Total Participants 
	Responses (in percentage) 

	University of Trinity Wales
	100
	40

	Oxford University
	100
	20

	Cambridge University
	100
	30

	California University
	100
	10




[bookmark: _heading=h.44sinio]Q2. What according to you, are the advantages of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)?
a. Good communication  
b. Accessible from anywhere
c. Simplicity
d. Backup of lectures 
	Response
	Total Participants 
	Responses (in percentage)

	Good communication  
	100
	25

	Accessible from anywhere
	100
	35

	Simplicity
	100
	30

	Backup of lectures
	100
	10









Q3. What according to you, are the disadvantages of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)?
a. No face-to-face communication 
b. Not motivated
c. Backlog of lectures
d. Tiring to do online classes
	Response
	Total Participants 
	Responses (in percentage)

	No face-to-face communication
	100
	45

	Not motivated
	100
	15

	Backlog of lectures
	100
	20

	Tiring to do online classes
	100
	20









Q4. How has the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) impacted in enhancing the learning experience of students?
a. Interactive sessions
b. Various online polls and activities
c. Facility of lecture backups
d. Tracking of students’ performances 
	Response
	Total Participants 
	Responses (in percentage)

	Interactive sessions
	100
	33

	Various online polls and activities
	100
	22

	Facility of lecture backups
	100
	25

	Tracking of students’ performances
	100
	20










[bookmark: _heading=h.2jxsxqh]Secondary Data
For collection of data of secondary nature, the use of articles, books, magazines etc., have been done. Also, the various reliable internet sources have been used for collecting effective data. For collection of qualitative secondary data, the interview was conducted with several students and their opinions were taken into consideration.

6.0 [bookmark: _heading=h.z337ya]Discussion
From the research, relevant findings have been obtained, these can be discussed as follows- 
· It was analysed that 40% of the students were pursuing education from the University of Trinity Wales. The others belonged from several universities such as 20% from Oxford University, 30% from the Cambridge University and 10% from the California University.
· According to 35% of the respondents, they like the platform of virtual learning due to the advantage is that it is accessible from anywhere. The other participants consider the VLE platform advantageous for several other reasons such as 25% get the benefit of good communication, 30% find it good in simplicity and 10% find it advantageous due to the availability of backup lectures.
· 45% of the respondents consider the VLE platform to be disadvantageous as it does not facilitate face-to-face communication. Whereas, 15% do not prefer it due to lack of motivation, 20% feel the disadvantage of backlog lectures and 20% find the VLE platform disadvantageous as it is tiring to do online classes.
· Of the respondents, 33% like the interactive sessions. 25% of the respondents consider that the VLE platforms impact their learning as they have lecture backup facilities. 22% feel that such platform has an impact due to the various online polls that are interactive. 20% of the students feel that it impacts due to the performance tracking facilities.
It just to be recommended that, the universities should use the best virtual learning platforms in order to promote effective learning among the students. Especially, during the time of the pandemic, using a very updated and advanced VLE platform must be done as it facilitates better teaching and learning experience (Leino, 2021).
[bookmark: _heading=h.3j2qqm3]7.0 Conclusion
It can be concluded that, VLE is a very interactive virtual environment that facilitates learning among the students. It provides a very smooth teaching and learning experience through the use of online technologies. Especially, during the time of the pandemic, it is a very good replacement for face-to-face classroom environment. It facilitates delivering of digital lectures by the professors and the teaching learning process can be continued without any disturbance.
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[bookmark: _heading=h.4i7ojhp]Appendix
[bookmark: _heading=h.2xcytpi]Appendix 1: Survey Questionnaire
	Q1. You belong from which University?
a. University of Trinity Wales
b. Oxford University 
c. Cambridge University 
d. California University 
Q2. What according to you, are the advantages of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)?
a. Good communication  
b. Accessible from anywhere
c. Simplicity
d. Backup of lectures 
Q3. What according to you, are the disadvantages of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)?
a. No face-to-face communication 
b. Not motivated
c. Backlog of lectures
d. Tiring to do online classes
Q4. How has the Virtual Learning Environ ment (VLE) impacted in enhancing the learning experience of students?
a. Interactive sessions
b. Various online polls and activities
c. Facility of lec ture back ups



Disadvantages of VLE 

Total Participants 	No face-to-face communication	Not motivated	Backlog of lectures	Tiring to do online classes	100	100	100	100	Responses (in percentage)	No face-to-face communication	Not motivated	Backlog of lectures	Tiring to do online classes	45	15	20	20	



Impact of VLE 

Total Participants 	Interactive sessions	Various online polls and activities	Facility of lecture backups	Tracking of students’ performances	100	100	100	100	Responses (in percentage)	Interactive sessions	Various online polls and activities	Facility of lecture backups	Tracking of students’ performances	33	22	25	20	



Univerity Name 

Total Participants 	University of Trinity Wales	Oxford University	Cambridge University	California University	100	100	100	100	Responses (in percentage) 	University of Trinity Wales	Oxford University	Cambridge University	California University	40	20	30	10	



Advantages of VLE 

Total Participants 	Good communication  	Accessible from anywhere	Simplicity	Backup of lectures	100	100	100	100	Responses (in percentage)	Good communication  	Accessible from anywhere	Simplicity	Backup of lectures	25	35	30	10	
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