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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project:      
OR                   
4,000 word project and presentation:   

As it currently stands I have chosen to complete a 8000 words project , I may consider to change to 4000 and presentation

. 

	NAME: 
Suzanne Morgan
	STUDENT ID No.: 
2023715

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION:

Title:
Escalating youth offending throughout the Merthyr and Rhondda Cynon Taff Valleys: The impact of gangs on the local businesses, young people and the wider community.

The below example is why I wish to research this area, dealt with these youths at ASB level and now are being criminally committed for indictable offences !!
Limited options at ASB, lack of parenting and no support from parents, applied for support from housing etc length of time no consequences at this level and now committing crime 
YAD ‘The young and deadly’ – gang culture, backgrounds of the children, sibling of the gang and their recruitment of younger members, younger siblings of main members committing similar MO – looking up to older siblings – not sure if this is in public domain. 
The above gang as example started out committing Anti-social behaviour mainly within Rhydycar leisure and town centre – no consequences – ASB referrals etc. 
The impact of Anti-social behaviour on 1. The local businesses 2. The youths committing it 3. Public

My dissertation would aim to provide a description of the escalating issues surrounding Youth offending, comparing the various stakeholder viewpoints and setting them in the context of other similar case studies.







	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
The research addresses the case of the contributing factors leading to Anti-social behaviour as a starting point leading into youth offending within the Merthyr Tydfil valley and Rhondda Cynon Taff Valleys identifying its effects on local businesses, the public, and the youths themselves.

Aims of research activity is to make identifications in relation to intervention and reasons as to why these offences are committed and what effects such crimes have on the communities of the valleys.

To identify the impact of police contact prior to youth offending – not harsh enough? too harsh? 




	LITERATURE REVIEW:
News Article (gov.wales)- store closure of ZANNY in Aberdare, anti-social behaviour surrounded store because was selling to under age vapes and counterfeit cigarettes 

Effect of Policy on Youth Offending Rates (ukdiss.com)   explains what youth offending is and its impacts on society 







	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Short interviews to commence and possibly to gain further ideas from the answers then into short survey. 

 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

Who are you intending to ask to participate? - police officers including detectives that have dealt with youths committing indictable offences, youth support workers, Local business owner, councillor, security at shop precinct if available, security at supermarket.

I will be seeking perspectives from experts in the field such as the support workers as previously mentioned, As I completes such interviews as part of reflection if I feel that they have opened up any other avenues or ideas I may commence a general questionnaire from the ideas. 


Location of research activities 
Merthyr Tydfil Police station
Rhondda Cynon TAFF YOS office 
Merthyr YOS office 




	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I have not identified any ethical issues at this time due to the participants that I will involve being non-vulnerable adults 

	TIME SCALE:

The university has set a date of completion for 9th October 2023 but due to my extenuating circumstances I have an extension of one week on this , 16th October – this is to be used if need be and to allow extra support.


	REFERENCE LIST:

Background Reading 
News Article (gov.wales)- store closure of ZANNY in Aberdare ( I attended court ) -  links to OCG ( relevant ? ) – closure in public domain not the links so may not be able to mention – anti social behaviour surrounded store because was selling to under age vapes and counterfeit – might not use !!
Effect of Policy on Youth Offending Rates (ukdiss.com)
Committee Report.pdf (merthyr.gov.uk) https://democracy.merthyr.gov.uk/documents/s54869/Committee%20Report.pdf
Youth offending teams - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
https://www.rctcbc.gov.uk/EN/Resident/ChildrenandFamilies/YouthOffendingService/YouthOffendingService.aspx
https://yjresourcehub.uk/working-with-children/item/1031-cwm-taf-youth-offending-prevention-and-early-intervention-service-cwm-taf-youth-offending-service.html
https://www.rctcbc.gov.uk/EN/Council/DataProtectionandFreedomofInformation/DataProtection/serviceprivacynotices/CommunityandChildrensServices/YOSPrivacyNotice.aspx
Microsoft Word - IYO Thematic - Message in a bottle v3.1 (cqc.org.uk) – useful but is there a more up to date version ?? – ask MEL 
RHONDDA CYNON TAF COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL (moderngov.co.uk)
Glover, J. and Hibbert, P., 2008. Locking Up or Giving Up–is Custody for Children Always the Right Answer.
Drakeford, M., 2007. Devolution and social justice in the Welsh context. Benefits, 19(2), pp.173-180.
 Field, S., 2007. Practice cultures and the ‘new’youth justice in (England and) Wales. British journal of criminology, 47(2), pp.311-330.
Haines, K. and Case, S., 2007. Individual differences in public opinion about youth crime and justice in Swansea. The Howard Journal of Criminal Justice, 46(4), pp.338-355. – Good comparison SWANSEA 
HM Government, 2008. Youth crime action plan 2008.- Comparison LONDON 
League, H., 2009. Custody Panels: Impacts of a Pilot on Juvenile Sentencing Rates. London: The Howard League for Penal Reform.- comparison LONDON
Kilkelly, U., 2008. Youth justice and children's rights: Measuring compliance with international standards. Youth Justice, 8(3), pp.187-192.
Whiting, E. and Cuppleditch, L., 2006. Re-offending of Juveniles: Results from the 2004 Cohort (Vol. 10, No. 06). London: Home Office.
Addis, S., Wey, T., Toll, E. and Hopkins, J.C., 2021. What Works to Prevent Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) at the Community Level?. The Adverse Childhood Experience (ACE) Support Hub of Wales. – ACES !!!
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