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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

For this task I will discuss being a significant role in dealing with an incident and victim of domestic abuse. This essay will continue to discuss reflection on my performance, and include models of reflection, and different approaches. I will discuss a specific model in more detail in this essay, and social, legislative, and relevant cultural, ethnicity or language issues. Different approaches will also be examined to emphasise support to the victim of domestic abuse. The essay will conclude on reflection on what is effective, to prevent repeat victimisation and offending, and exploring the use of evidence-based policing. 
	Kolb’s (1984) experiential learning cycle will be applied to this task, as it enabled me to learn through linking my work based experiences with academic research, to identify strengths, weaknesses, and areas to develop when dealing with another relatable incident. Wingrave (2011) and Konak, Clark and Nasereddin (2014) emphasise the importance of including Kolb’s (1984) experiential learning cycle to enhance learning and development and additionally connect learning to academic knowledge. Kolb’s (1984) cycle is outlined below:
· Concrete experience – Explaining the experience gained from an incident 
· Reflective observation – When appropriate, I will reflect back on this experience with identifying what worked and what may not have worked
· Abstract conceptualisation – I will focus around identifying what can be improved next time and what could have been done differently to improve performance in a similar incident in the future
· Active experimentation – Within this phase I will conclude my reflection with what was learnt throughout the reflection with identifying new strategies for future incidents
As a police constable, I was dispatched to an emergency graded call where it was alleged that there was shouting and screaming heard from an address, along with reports of a physical altercation and someone had a weapon. Intelligence from the control room indicated that both individuals linked to the address, were married and both were alcohol dependent. There was also a history of domestic violence related to the address. 
On arrival at the scene, a female answered the door disclosing that they assaulted their partner with a pole. The female’s husband had received several injuries to their face and body following the physical assault, thus a victim of domestic abuse - however the male did not want to support police action. Walklate (2006) supports this, as the male was a victim of domestic abuse as they were  physically harmed by their partner who they are in an intimate relationship with. UK Government (2012) defines domestic violence as ‘any incident or pattern of behaviour which is deemed as controlling, coercive, or threatening behaviour, violence or abuse between persons aged sixteen or over, who have been intimate partners or family members. Types of abuse include psychological, physical, sexual, financial, or emotional’.
As the victim confirmed their injuries, and both parties disclosed the incidents to police officers, I had the power to use section 24 of PACE (Police and Criminal Evidence Act) 1984 which is outlined by Legislation (2022) that a police constable may arrest a person if they have reasonable grounds for suspecting they have committed an offence. 
Vulnerability is defined as a level of risk poses to an individual and/or group which often related to an increase in victimisation if there are more vulnerable (Green, 2012). For example, research from Bartkowiak-Théron and Asquith (2015) and Arora et al (2015) has found that if an individual presents vulnerability factors they are more likely to be targeted, with these factors including those in fear of crime, having physical disadvantages and individuals that are unemployed. 
It is crucial vulnerable individuals are provided with appropriate support from police and professionals to ensure they are equipped to help cope with being victim’s or witnesses of crime. This is supported by Dinisman and Moroz (2017) who found within their research that without putting procedures in place, there is a possibility that victims of crime will fear for their safety, and this may impact on their mental health. Additionally, as the victim was male and the offender was female, it was important that appropriate support was offered to the male, as he may potentially feel stigmatised for having support. In support of this, Abdullah-Khan (2008) and Javaid (2015) identified that often male victim’s do not seek support to prevent being stigmatised, challenges their sense of self and masculinity. 
	When I attended the scene, the victim was provided with an opportunity to complete the DASH checklist which is an assessment tool for victims of domestic abuse, consisting of 29 questions to risk assess the incident and previous incidents relating to both victim and perpetrator. The College of Policing (2016) found that the DASH checklist allowed officers to grade incidents and clearly understand the threat, risk, and harm presented to the victim, by analysing the current and previous incidents and of using their professional judgment to protect and reassure members of the public. I have found that without an effective risk assessment this may increase the risk of harm and without the appropriate support being given to them the abuse could worsen alongside their mental health also. Robinson et al (2016) supports this as they found that victims of crime who are not provided appropriate support following an incident are likely to suffer with their mental health and be at risk of further harm. 
I identified that although there are many benefits to the DASH checklist, such as identifying previous relationships, any previous assaults taken place and understanding of the previous criminal history of the offender there are aspects that needed developing. For example, the understanding of coercive control on the checklist and a lack of specialist training for officer’s when attending domestic incidents. Robinson (2016) additionally identified this developmental area whereby they identified a greater emphasis needs to be on the pattern of behaviour of the offender and to allow a more thorough risk assessment there needs to be more specialised training on domestic violence for officer’s, which will allow better professional judgment when attending domestic incidents. On the other hand, to this, the risk assessment is merely based upon the judgement of officer’s and their supervisors, thus, it is possible that their judgment is not always correct and could place higher risk on the victim of the offence (Moore et al, 2021). Moreover, it has been found by Donovan (2010) that there is a lack of individuals from the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) community having the DASH checklist and being referred to MARAC, this is due to a various number of reasons such as a lack of recognition and understanding from police officers in relation to the LGBT community and the gap of trust between the LGBT community and police.  
An additional approach I used for the investigation was the Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC) which enables partner agencies to work with the police and collaborate ideas and solutions to best prevent further harm to the victim, with the Criminal Justice Act, (2003) stating that this is a system of sharing information between partner agencies and merging resources to provide the most effective management of risk for each individual offender. This is supported by Robinson (2004) who found that MARAC enables police and professionals to have different perspectives on incidents and have a variety of professional opinions on what may be best support for the victim. 
	Additionally, referrals were made through MARAC to domestic violence services to allow the victim to have a professional as a single point of contact. Evidence supports that male victims should receive support they are entitled to in order to aid recovery (Wedlock and Tapley, 2016).  Although there are services available to male victims, Davies (2002) and Abdullah (2008) argue that the services require improvement, and more research is needed to prevent repeat victimisation. 
I also found through involving MARAC in the investigation, I placed a higher workload on myself and my sergeant. This was a commonality found by Robinson (2006) who identified that supervisor’s spend additional time preparing for MARAC meetings and with crime become more complex the number of meetings is increasing, thus increasing the amount of time spent preparing rather than working longer with their members of staff. 
Furthermore, the DASH and MARAC are highly correlated to victim engagement. Regarding this incident the victim did not want to engage or leave the relationship and support police action, therefore it may have been difficult to safeguard vulnerable persons without their consent to support action. Robinson (2006) found similar results within their work, as it was common for victims of crime not to engage with the criminal justice system and without victim’s support, this may be difficult for professionals to place safeguarding measures to prevent further harm to them.   
Similarly, to MARAC, I considered the approach of the Multi Agency Public Protection Arrangement (MAPPA) which is designed to protect the public from serious harm from sexual and criminal offenders (HM Prison and Probation Service, 2021). This approach allowed me to connect local criminal justice agencies to collaborate when dealing with offenders, and the identification of offenders, notification of offenders and assessment level are conducted using this approach. This approach is effective as found in research by Kemshell (2014) and the MAPPA Annual Report (2021) as cited in UK Government (2021) to prevent re-offending with criminals and the management of them is improving with yearly reviews.
As the victim did not support my recommended action, I considered a Domestic Violence Protection Notice (DVPN) which allowed police to have immediate protection to the courts for the victim following an incident. Kelly et al (2013) found within their pilot study the benefits of a DVPN of allowing the perpetrator to have between 14-28 days of restrictions which may include prevent contacting the victim or attending their home address. Although this option may be suitable for a victimless incident, I found it challenging to complete the relevant paperwork before the person’s custody time expired and the availability of having a superintendent available to complete the paperwork, this was also support within the findings of Kelly et al (2013). 
Tackling criminal activity and supporting vulnerable people are key to all incidents that myself and colleagues attend to. I have a duty of care to safeguard people from repeat victimisation and ensure measures are put in place to stop repeat offending (College of Policing, 2022). Repeat victimisation is defined as being the victim of the same type of crime more than once in twelve months (College of Policing, 2022). Graham-Kevan et al (2015) found that having procedures in place to prevent repeat victimisation reduces household crime and crime rates. 
An approach provided to the victim, was Claire’s Law - introduced to prevent perpetrators to reoffend, by sharing information to partners regarding any previous violence (Grace, 2015). This approach may prevent victimisation by providing further information to a potential victim. This is supported by Fitz-Gibbon and Walklate (2017) who found that the Claire’s Law places victims at the centre of the criminal justice system with another policy in place to protect them and provides more visibility for the victim’s needs. 
	Additionally, I considered an evidence-based policing approach to preventing repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Lum and Koper (2013) define evidence-based policing as a method of using research which is evaluated, analysed, and scientifically processed to influence on police forces decision making. I have found various theories have been found to have a positive impact on strategies to reduce crime, save time and money and increase the accountability of police forces.  
	One approach considered was the Differential association theory which allowed me and colleagues to understand why offender’s commit offences and what factors may influence them to offend. Matsueda (2011) and Piquero et al (2014 identified that factors such as boredom and lack of knowledge of offences are common factors and young offenders under the age of fourteen are likely to continue offending. Additionally, the Psychodynamic Theory states that criminal behaviour occurs due to the psychological immaturity of offenders and the weak self-control they have in specific situations (Zeanah et al, 1989). The major elements of offending here are due to them not having success at work, poor relationships with family and/or friends and they have a disregard to rules.  
Thus, to reduce the probability of repeat offending it is suggested to implement strategies to support young people, for example, such as the Capricorn framework which focuses on identifying the main cause of the offending and place prevention strategies which have been found to be effective in stopping youths offending (Government, 2022). This has been supported by The Government (2022) whereby through police force’s adopting this approach and other strategies to focus on reducing offending with youth offenders this may prevent long term criminality and reduce the number of victim’s that are repeatedly targeted. 
To conclude, it is essential that measures are put in place to reduce and tackle vulnerability in the community. This essay/reflection discussed in this essay identified the strengths and weaknesses in the procedures I utilised. I examined several approaches that focus on preventing repeat victimisation and reducing re-offending, including evidence-based policing and Claire’s Law. This has enhanced my knowledge and understanding of what to include in future responses to incidents. A common limitation was the stigmatisation regrading male victims and the need for improved services from a wide range of professionals, including police. 
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Task 2

This is a reminder that this TASK 2 section is an opportunity for you to answer one question which should be relevant to the “advanced learning” area that you have chosen.  The advanced learning lecture that you choose to attend will assist you in answering this task. 



Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 


Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)








Answer: 


This essay will describe a serious collision that I attended where I became the lead investigator and discuss a critical evaluation on the evidence and to prevent a reoccurring incident. 
I was dispatched to an emergency graded call whereby it was reported by a witness that a vehicle had overturned following a collision with several parked vehicles. The witness stated that they believe the driver drove at a high speed and smelled of intoxicants. Emergency services were dispatched to the incident and intelligence and information enquiries were made by myself to the control room to understand relevant details regarding the vehicle and any people associated with the vehicle. On arrival to the scene, the driver was identified as a female and was believed to be intoxicated – relating to their driving mannerisms, smell of intoxicants from the vehicle and her person, and from the professional judgement of officers. The female was arrested on suspicion of drink driving and was conveyed to hospital to receive treatment for her injuries, this is supported by Legislation (2011) which states that a person may be arrested when a person is believed to have driven a mechanically propelled vehicle on a road or public place when they are unfit through drink or drugs.  
Following treatment, the female was conveyed to police custody whereby their detention was authorised and the proportion of alcohol in their breath whilst doing the intoxilyzer procedure was over, thus was interviewed and released under investigation. Throughout this task I will critically evaluate the evidence based that I dealt with, and the strategies that could be implemented during future investigation to reduce the likelihood of this reoccurring. 	
In 2022, the National Police Chiefs Council designed a strategy for all police forces within the United Kingdom which has been designed to decrease criminality on the roads, prevent harm and explore the challenges and benefits of using new police technology influence driving behaviour on the roads (College of Policing, 2022). The strategy included the importance of police officer’s incorporating civilian agencies such as Traffic Officers who are employed by National Highways Wales to reduce the demand on the police when incidents occur on the highways or other roads (Corbett, 2008). For example, traffic officers were introduced to monitor traffic and vehicle operator service agencies to conduct compliance checks with commercial and foreign vehicles, which allows police to focus on criminality on the roads. 
The World Health Organisation (2007) have identified that road deaths are one of the biggest killers of person’s aged ten to twenty-four years old, thus it is important police forces have policies and procedures in place to target criminality on the road and reduce the number of people injured or killed on the roads. It has been found through thorough research that the ‘fatal five’ (drink and drug driving, distraction, speeding, fatigue and failing to wear a seatbelt) behaviours are major factors to road trauma (Salmon et al, 2019). For example, it was essential that an investigation took place to ensure that this type of incident regarding this female was reduced to ensure public safety which is part of the National Police Chief’s Council strategy.  	
It is believed that during the incident, the female was both speeding and drink driving which as discussed above are two of the fatal five factors which may increase the likelihood of a accident occurring. Salmon et al (2019) identified within their research that commonly offender’s repeat this behaviour whereby they continue to drink drive, unless positive police action is taken such as an arrest or a positive court result.
I had reasonable grounds to believe the female was drink driving due to the evidence gathered at the scene which includes witnesses identifying the female leaving the vehicle and no passenger’s being present, the vehicle was connected to the female with both her being the owner and insured party and additionally, the female’s injuries are believed to be a result of the accident. Hartwig, Granhag, Stromwall and Kronkvist (2006) found that gathering evidence (for example, witness statements and relevant video evidence) will allow the lead investigator to conduct a thorough investigation and positively impact a guilty admission in interview.  
During this incident, my role was to be the lead investigator which is defined as an individual who leads an investigation whereby they identify what are the appropriate steps and what members of staff are required to conduct a thorough investigation (Casey and Rose, 2010). Whilst investigating, it was important that all evidence was collected, and strategies implemented which were the most effective in achieving a positive result. This is further supported by Lumsden and Goode (2018) who suggest that the practices used by police force’s need to be the correct ones to achieve a charging decision which reduces the likelihood of a suspect committing a further crime. For example, due to the accident not being police witnessed, then it would become more difficult in charging the suspect, unless there were witnesses and further evidence such as CCTV collected. A witness is defined as a person who has knowledge of an incident and is a central lead when investigation incidents (Canning, 2010). Within this investigation there was a key witness that heard the vehicle travelling at speed, the noise of the accident and then has seen the suspect exiting the driver seat of the vehicle, thus, this was a key witness in connecting the driver to the vehicle at the time of the incident. Canning (2010) found that witnesses provide police with key information, captured knowledge of the incident and allow officers to follow a prompt and effective investigation. 
	Whilst at the scene, a breath procedure was attempted with the female, however, the breathalyser was not calibrated, thus would not allow officers to capture a sample of breath from the suspect. Due to this, this did not allow officers at the scene to assess the amount of alcohol in the female’s breath and understand if the driver is under the influence of alcohol. From a evidential point of view Ferris et al (2013) and Voas and Fell (2013) suggest that without this assessment and understanding it would weaken the case due to officer’s not being able to use it as evidence when writing their witness statements and attending court.  

As discussed, the female was arrested on suspicion of drink driving due to their behaviour and police being professionals at judging person’s being drunk. Monds (2022) support this and state that often police are important witnesses in assessing the nature of the person’s intoxication and its effects on their physical and mental capacity. For example, within this investigation, officers at the scene were key witnesses in capturing the suspect’s intoxication and it is influencing the accident that occurred. Other options other than arrest were considered, however options such as a voluntary interview would not allow officers to follow a prompt and effective investigation due to the importance of analysing the amount of alcohol in the suspect’s breath and allowing officers to capture CCTV, witnesses’ statements, and other evidence before questioning the female on their involvement. 

Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) on the scene allows evidence to be captured in ‘real time’ and identify the suspect’s involvement in the offence’s they have been arrested for. Piza, Caplan and Kennedy (2017) identified CCTV is an appropriate crime prevention tool with police forces and partner agencies increasing the funding to reduce criminality and identify offenders. This was identified as a further limitation, due to there being no CCTV at the scene of capturing the suspect driving the vehicle. Thus, further questioning at the interview stage needing to be done, to establish where the suspect was before and during the incident. 
An interview enabled officers to question the suspect on their involvement in the offence and to prove or deny if they were guilty of the offence of drink driving.  Milne and Bull (2003) discovered that is crucial that police officer obtains accurate, detailed and true accounts from person’s involved within an investigation, this includes suspects, victims and witnesses as this will determine the outcome of an investigation. Thus, within this incident, it is essential police officers involved within the investigation obtain accurate accounts with excellent detail to have a positive outcome on the investigation such as a charging decision. 
Furthermore, whilst the suspect attended custody, the intoxilyzer procedure was conducted which is explained by Martin (2011) as a automated evidential breath alcohol analyser that allows police officers who are trained gain further evidence from a suspect connecting them to the drink driving offence. Additionally, with this procedure being key to connecting the offender to the offence of drink driving, it is important the procedures are followed to ensure accurate and precise breath alcohol measurement, which is supported Watterson and Ellefson (2009) who found that the accuracy and reliability of the intoxilyzer results are key to a conviction at court. 
	Strategies are defined as a plan of action designed for teams to achieve long term success (Nickols, 2012). it is key that officers self-reflect on the incident to understand how to better perform next time and achieve a positive prosecution (Ardelt and Grunwalt, 2018). For example, following this incident, it is important as a lead investigator that considerations are made for other strategies to strengthen my decision making for the next time a similar incident occurs. 
It has been identified by Hinkle et al (2022) that common strategies such as greater visibility on the roads and rapid response to emergency graded calls have been found to have no influence on criminal behaviour. However, identifying strategies through using a problem orientated policing model enables officers to have a more proactive and researched route to identifying crime. Furthermore, Skogan et al (2018) have found that officers who research for problems, analyse the strategy, the response it has on the crime and an assessment it is more likely to disrupt criminally.
It was identified within the location of the offence that there were several similar incidents nearby whereby accidents have occurred through a mixture of the fatal five offences. Thus, through strengthening the location of the offence this may reduce the likelihood of offender’s adopting any of the fatal five offences (Sherman, 1996). Further to this, I liaised with local authorities to install fixed speed camera’s, the consideration for mobile speed camera’s peak during times, the adoption of speed sign cameras and installation of CCTV and ANPR cameras in the area. These strategies within the location of the offence, have been found to disrupt criminality through reducing the likelihood of offences committing offences at the location due to the increase of likelihood of prosecution (Lee and Sheppard, 2020; Armitage, 2002; Aalsalem et al 2015).
Moreover, facial recognition allows person’s investigating a crime to create a template of a suspect and compare it to pre-existing images from databases such as driving licence’s, mugshots and social media accounts. Additionally, Hamann and Smith (2019) have identified throughout research that this tool can be useful at identifying criminals and increase public safety and potentially reduce the likelihood of re-offending. Thus, this is an option to use in the future to gather evidence and potentially further interview the suspect using this evidence to have a guilty anticipated plea to charge them.
To conclude, it was identified there was several strengths and areas of improvement from the evidence-base that as a lead investigator. Research from the fatal 5 suggested that due to the impact these have on serious injury and/or deaths during road traffic collision’s it was essential with every investigation involving the fatal five there is a need for a thorough investigation and positive result. Additionally, through an arrest, officers were able to carry out a thorough investigation through gathering evidence of a breath sample from the suspect which was above the legal limit, statements, and an interview. On the other hand, it was found that further improvements need to be done with the calibration of breathalysers, due to officer’s not being able to get a sample of this at the scene and the importance of improving CCTV enquiries before the suspect is interviewed.  
In regard to the discussed strategies, research has found that a problem orientated policing strategy may reduce the likelihood of a similar incidents occurring within the location of the offence, for example, the installation of more CCTV, ANPR and fixed cameras. Tis would allow police to adopt further strategies, such as facial recognition, to strengthen the evidence when attending court. Additionally, increasing visibility such as lighting on streets and officer’s responding to calls within a rapid response, may increase the likelihood of identifying offender’s and a charging decision at court. 
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