ESDGC

HOW DOES IT PROMOTE THE
UNDERSTANDING OF GLOBAL ISSUES?

“Lhink &flobatly, Act Locally!

Facebook (2018)
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ESDGC was first formally introduced to schools in 2002 (ACCAC, 2002), drawing on definitions and values from the fields of development education, global learning, and education for sustainability. 
It promotes nine concepts: interdependence, citizenship and stewardship, needs and rights, diversity, sustainable change, quality of life, uncertainty and precaution, values and perceptions, and conflict resolution. The emphasis is on holistic thinking and connectivity between local and global issues and across the school. There was also a move from learning through concepts to developing skills, pupil participation, and future dimensions through themes such as wealth and poverty, identity and culture and climate change. 
Some examples of how ESDGC is promoted within schools include schemes such as the Welsh Network of Healthy Schools, Eco-Schools (an international initiative that encourages pupils to engage with environmental and sustainable development issues), and Global School Partnerships (which encourages sustainable, equitable partnerships between schools in the UK and schools in the global south). 
Emphasis is placed on five common areas: commitment and leadership, learning and teaching, school management, partnerships and community, and research and monitoring. 
The Welsh Government emphasizes that ESDGC is ‘part of the ethos, pedagogy and organisation of the school’, ‘a whole-school approach to education to which all subjects can contribute’, and ‘something which requires coordination across the whole school’. It is essential that leaders establish a vision for ESDGC in schools and the responsibility for ESDGC needs to be shared. It is the partnerships that are built within schools and with external organisations that will help ensure the success of ESDGC.


How does the setting promote ESDGC?

I 2019A)

(St Martin’s School, 2015)

* “improve pupil’s awareness of Global citizenship and related issues” (Crown, 2016 p2)
Pros:

* Provision of education

e Pupil’s work on school council and eco-committee

(Crown, 2014)
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The aims of the school include:
For children to show a curiosity and concern for the environment and to recognise their responsibilities as global citizens
The school aims to put the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child at the heart of its ethos and culture in order to improve well-being and develop every child’s talents and abilities to their full potential
To develop a community where children’s rights are learned, taught, practiced, respected, protected and promoted
When Estyn visited the setting in 2014, they reported that the school should develop it’s focus on the community which should result in the promotion of education for sustainable development and global goals.
They were given the target to” improve pupil’s awareness of Global Citizenship and related issues”.
Estyn believed the school had some outstanding qualities which include:
The provision of education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship
The pupil’s work on the school council and the eco committee.
This presentation will explore some of the many positive ways the school promotes ESDGC along with some of its weaknesses. It will also explore some of the benefits and barriers of ESDGC.



Global Goals

(Unilever, 2017)

(Crown, 2019)

(Unilever, 2017)
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The Sustainable Development Goals were launched by the United Nations in 2015. They represent an action plan for the planet and society to thrive by 2030. They address poverty, hunger and climate change, among other issues central to human progress and sustainable development, such as gender equality, clean water and sanitation, and responsible consumption and production.


The Voluntary National Review of Progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals report was published to set out how government, business, civil society and the public across the UK were making the Goals a reality and  outlined the challenges that remain to reach the targets by 2030. The UK presented these findings to the United Nations in July of last year. My school was involved in the research towards this report, where a video was created of some of the students working in lessons and exploring equipment, an example of the provision of quality education.

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unilever.com%2Fsustainable-living%2Four-strategy%2Fun-sustainable-development-goals%2F&psig=AOvVaw0yyRiwfPk4Q5JsXEfOUwoQ&ust=1583773309166000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPDHmL-ti-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD

Rights Respecting School

Charter

The School Council has voted upon the following articles as being important
to school life. Article 2 states “All children have these rights no matter what!”

We ALL have the right to...

+ Say what we think should happen and be listened to [Article 12)
i 5 @
+ Meet with friends and join groups and clubs |Article 15) -

: Good feod and water and to see a doctor if we are ill [Article 24)

¢
+ Learn and go to school |Article 28) }JL .
,‘M

R

Relax and play |Article 31)

Head teacher:
Signed |

School Council Committes
Signed : pchewl cewuned

A e

(Unicef, 2019)

(N 2019a)

(N 20192)
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The school has a rights respecting ethos and as a result, have become a rights respecting school. A rights respecting school is based on the principles of equality, dignity, respect, non-discrimination and participation. It is a community where children’s rights are learned, taught practiced, respected, protected and promoted. 
The school aims to put the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child at the heart of the school’s ethos and culture to improve well-being and to develop every child’s talents and abilities to their full potential.
The school works closely with the Children’s commissioner for Wales in order to support rights respecting attitudes. 
Pupil voice is a key element in developing the school, and the school council play a vital role attending well-being meetings as well as governor meetings to update management in all their work. The school council has organised and developed a school Charter which all staff and students are required to follow.
In 2019, the school was awarded the Rights Respecting Schools Silver accreditation which has reflected the school values of helping the students to become ethical, informed citizens. 



" School Partnerships BTAW

Seeing the Werld through Each others’ Eyes

(CROWN, 2014A); , 2019 (1); CROWN, 20148B)

Netherlands Burma South Africa
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Through the Consensus Project, the school has links with 3 special school in the Netherlands.
It also has links with a school in Burma in which the school raised £800 to help with resources.
The school also has links with a special school in South Africa. It worked together with another local primary school and raised money to buy a cow for the school in South Africa.
According to the Estyn report completed in 2014, the school’s commitment to global citizenship is outstanding. There is a highly successful partnership established with schools in Botswana and Tanzania through the connecting classrooms initiative. This is known throughout the school as BOTAWA. This initiative resulted in the achievement of the first stage of The International Schools Award. 
The initiative has offered teachers within my setting the opportunity to experience, discuss and compare professional issues and methods with the schools in Botswana and Tanzania. It has increased the knowledge of global citizenship throughout the school for both students and staff and has made the teachers who took part in the initiative better teachers of the new curriculum. All teachers and students from each country have had opportunities to learn from each other using smart phone technology using whatsapp and facetime to communicate and provide examples of lessons and activities. 
The exchanges have had a massive impact on the curriculum, culture and traditions, horticulture and the SEN issues of inclusion in sport, communication and technology in Botswana and Tanzania. The ESDGC projects have had a significant impact on the attendance and participation of the students in Africa , largely due now having opportunities to eat daily nutritious meals, which in the long term has improved the pass rates for transition from primary to secondary education.
In 2018 the school was recognised for its international work, receiving highly commended awards for Inclusion and Fundraising by Gwobrau Cymru Africa. 


An easy way to alter to the lives of disadvantaged farmers and workers
Connects them with consumers, empowering them to combat poverty

and take control over their own lives, and promotes fairer trading
conditions

Sets social, economic and environmental standards
(Fairtrade Foundation, 2020)

FAIRTRADE

(Fairtrade Foundation, 2020)
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Fairtrade is a simple wat to make a difference to the lives of the people who grow the things that we love.
Its mission is to connect disadvantaged farmers and workers with consumers, promote fairer trading conditions and empower farmers and workers to combate poverty, strengthen their position and take more control over their lives. 
Fairtrade sets social, economic and environmental standards for both companies and the farmers and workers who grow food. For farmers and workers the standards include protection of workers’ rights and the environment, for companies they include the payment of the Fairtrade Minimum Price.

The school coffee shop supports fair-trade by using fair-trade ingredients for cooking. They sell a range in the coffee shop. 
The school has been awarded the Fair Achiever award.
We have a trolley round which is run by the students who make and sell food and drinks which are al fairtrade. They sell these to staff throughout the school. Hospitality events are also run by these students throughout the year with the promotion of fairtrade items.
Products are purchased from  Castell Howell and Traidcraft. Traidcraft  are the  original fair-trade pioneers in the UK promoting the importance of organic farming, sustainability, and transparency to the lives of grower and artisans around the world.


-co-Schools

Eco-Committee fr—e [

(Ysgol Gynradd Llanidloes Primary School, 2020)
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Bring and buy sales and bag to school collections provide the school with the funds needed to help raise awareness of environmental issues in school and contribute to these worthy causes.
Dead hedges have been created in the school’s orchard to create natural barriers and give animals a place to live.
A new seating area has been developed at the rear of the orchard where outdoor learning can take place and students are able to sit and listen to the birds.
Raised beds have also been installed to grow vegetables which are used within the school.
The orchard allows the students to undertake outdoor activities such as bee keeping, willow weaving, fruit and vegetable growing and studying creatures in their natural environment throughout the seasons.
These are just a few examples of the facilities and events provided by the eco-committee.

The school was awarded the Platinum Award in 2016
The Eco-committee are eager to continue thinking of new ways in which the school can have a  positive impact on the environment.
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Whilst there are numerous strengths, as mentioned in the previous slides, of the way in which the school promotes ESDGC to the students and community, there are also some weaknesses.
Within the eco action plan of 2017-2018, there are a number of targets which have been set by the school in order to develop a more eco-friendly culture within the school. I have listed a few of these weaknesses here. 
For example, whilst the eco action plan sets a target of ‘continuing battery collections’, clear signposting for this has not been disseminated across the school. A way to improve this could be placing clear signposts around the school of all battery drop off points or assigning specific staff members and students to carry out battery collections; 
A target has been set to improve sensitivity to temperature changes in controlling the heating in order to reduce energy, however sometimes the heating can be on, even in the warmer months. This could be improved by being stricter on temperature control and ensuring all areas of the school are adequately insulated; 
A target has been set to reduce fuel usage by staff, but “share a car to work week” is promoted once throughout the entire year. This could be improved by promoting sharing a car to work all year round and providing incentives to those who do;
A wheelchair swing has been partially installed within the student’s yard. Due to the misplacement of some parts, it has not yet been fully installed. Whilst the idea of the swing provides extra opportunities for outdoor play for wheelchair users, the swing is in a separate area of the school to the swings for the physically-able
 students. This will result in the segregation of certain students during outdoor play time;
The fair-trade coffee shop is only open on 2 out of 5 days throughout the week. This means that staff go elsewhere for their food on the days the coffee shop is not open, thereby potentially buying non-fair-trade items. If the coffee shop was open all week, the sales of fair-trade items would be higher, resulting in a greater promotion of fair-trade.



Benefits Barriers

(I 2019B)

(HUNT ET AL, 2019)

e CONTRIBUTES TO PROFESSIONAL CHILDREN TO ENGAGE WITH

DEVELOPMENT OF STAFF
e MISSES THE FOCUS OF THE ESDGC
« BETTER TEACHERS POLICY IN WALES

(BOTAWA, 2012) (TINNEY AND MERRIMAN, 2018)
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Some of the benefits of ESDGC provisions include:
Events such as the bring and buy sales help the school to spread the reduce, reuse, recycle message to the students and raise valuable funds to put towards eco-friendly activities throughout the school.
Initiatives such as connecting classrooms establish links of friendship between all partner schools, developing awareness and understanding of global issues and helping all participants to become more active global citizens. The physical exchange of teachers between the countries contributes to staff making continuous professional development and therefore becoming better teachers.

Some of the barriers to ESDGC provisions however, include:
There is a lack of time within the current curriculum and school funding to teach and provide adequate ESDGC provisions.
There is limited staff involvement in ESDGC provisions, this may be due to a lack of teacher expertise.
Research has found that ESDGC is often perceived as an add on subject and not something of huge importance.
ESDGC is viewed as a complex subject which could be too difficult for young children to engage with.
Some people view ESDGC and sustainable development as environmental awareness rather than the more holistic view of sustainability which is the focus of the ESDGC policy in Wales.



Conclusion

(I >0/ I 001 9; Keep Wales Tidy, 2019)

(. 20195; Botawa, 2012; Hunt et al, 2019; Tinney and Merriman, 2018)
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The emphasis of ESDGC is on holistic thinking and connectivity between local and global issues and across the school, consisting of developing skills, pupil participation, and future dimensions. It is essential that leaders establish a vision for ESDGC in schools.
As seen throughout this presentation, my own setting provides many provisions to promote ESDGC. As a result of these provisions, we have been awarded with a Rights Respecting School Silver award, and an Eco-Schools Platinum award. Schools achieve platinum status once they have been awarded the green flag four times, therefore demonstrating a long-term commitment to environmental education, student involvement and sustainability. Platinum schools are ranked amongst the best in the world on the Eco-Schools programme. 
However, as seen there are also many weaknesses which have been displayed by the schools Eco Action Plan. In order to become a more eco-friendly school, the continued development of these targets should be undertaken. 
There are many benefits to providing ESDGC provisions within schools such as raising money and awareness of sustainable development and global citizenship, establishing partnerships with other schools and countries, and the contribution to professional development, however much of the time, lack of school funding, time and understanding of sustainable development and global citizenship hinders a schools ability to provide adequate ESDGC provisions. 

Ways in which schools could improve their implementation of ESDGC could be to develop a more child friendly approach of teaching younger children the importance of ESDGC, educating teachers on ways they can promote ESDGC within the classroom and its importance, and creating time within the curriculum to promote ESDGC in school.
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