       An analysis of a statue of Nero and Agrippina 


For this gobbet I will be writing about this statue depicting emperor Nero and his mother, Agrippina, analysing how it looks, what specifically it depicts and any potential meaning behind it, and looking at the context surrounding it (where it was built, who it was commissioned by, why it was built, etc.). 
The statue depicts a scene containing Nero and Agrippina, Agrippina is placing a laurel wreath on top of Nero’s head. Interestingly, while crowning him with the wreath, she is still holding onto it, which reflects their power dynamic, while Nero was the one who ascended to become emperor, his mother still held much sway and power over him. As well as this, their posing is quite interesting, as despite Nero being a male with the higher authority, Agrippina is the only active one, placing the wreath on Nero's’ head, while Nero is passive, standing still in a pose with the wreath being placed on him. Placed down by Nero’s feet is a crested galea (Roman helmet), I feel this could be trying to symbolise the military, and could be somewhat of an ironic placement, as at the age Nero is being depicted here, he had little to no military prestige to speak of, which could be seen as a potential point of shame for Nero’s image, seeing as military service was such a huge and important aspect of Roman society for men, achieving military glory and living up to the legacy of great people within your own family being an incredibly important point of pride and self-worth for a young Roman man, especially at Nero's’ age. Conversely, the galea by his feet could also be interpreted to represent something less negative, and more hopeful, potentially being intended to mean that while he is still young and hasn’t yet achieved military glory, now that he is emperor, he has a whole reign ahead of him in order to do so, while he has yet to actually put the galea on, he will yet. Alternatively, it could also simply be a representation of imperial authority, and the military aspect inherent to the role of emperor. Additionally, Nero’s statue is dressed in a cuirass, another military oriented object, which could be taken to further add to the more positive symbolism of Nero hopefully having a powerful, strong reign with many great military victories, this being further exemplified by other statues of previous emperors such as Augustus and Claudius who also have depictions of themselves in similarly ornate cuirasses, presenting the image of great emperors with glorious military prestige, adding to the standard Nero will have been living up to as a successor to these leaders.
Next to Agrippina’s head is a cornucopia overflowing with fruit, possibly to symbolise fertility and good harvests, which could be taken as a positive tiding about the future and longevity of Nero’s reign, the fertility also represented in the fact that Agrippina was Nero’s birth mother. Agrippina’s positioning in relation to Nero is interesting as, being emperor and a male, should be the authoritative one, but her position, as well as the placement of the helmet and the manner in which she is placing the laurel wreath on Nero’s head, does not present an image of an authoritative emperor with his mother standing by him, but perhaps instead a doting (or controlling) mother, detracting from his authority and presence, giving off an almost meek, sheltered air instead.
The statue appears to be made of marble, which at the time of its’ sculpting would have certainly been the standard for most statues and important structures in Rome, especially for something as high profile as a statue depicting the emperor and his mother. The statue was found in Aphrodisias, an ancient city within the roman empire situated around what is now modern-day eastern turkey, if it was built there, the marble most likely would have been sourced from a mine in closer by Greece rather than the Italian peninsula. 
I believe it is likely that this statue was sculpted early into Nero’s reign, and before his mother’s assassination, as it presents a scenario which is while not accurately depicting his coronation, is still intended to be representative of that event, which would only have been relevant early in his reign, as well as this, after Agrippina’s death, Nero distanced himself from her image entirely, and would have had little to no interest in the sculpting of something like this, especially considering the multitude of negative connotations that potentially be prescribed to the symbols in this statue, Nero would not want himself to be shown in such a light, and furthermore likely would not have wanted the potential suspicion that would have come with a sculpture depicting a scene with such negative connotations around his and Agrippina’s relationship so soon after she had been assassinated by him.
To conclude, I find this statue very interesting as, through my own interpretations of it, it can serve as an excellent encapsulation of the power dynamic between Nero and Agrippina before her death, he was the emperor, but she was controlling and held much of his power over his head, with the laurel wreath being the best aspect of this, literally showing her almost dangling the authority over him.
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