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BMCP5004
 
Family Law and Practice
 
Assessment 1: Child Rights/Law Communications plan
 
Your name: Chloe Griffiths
 
Area of law: Child law and child rights regarding child protection
 
 
	Which legal challenge will your resource address? [Tip, keep this narrow]
	· Child protection and how difficult it is for them to make decisions in the best interest of the child.
· Public authority like the police, social services etc
· Why child protection would be involved
 
 

	Who is your intended audience?
	· Those who may be confused why it has happened to them (social services, complaints, and claims) 
· For those who may believe child abuse and neglect is taking place

	What is your primary message?
	· What is child protection
· Why is it important
· How it relates to child law and child rights
· What is the best interest for children

	What is your secondary message (if any)?
	· The seriousness of child abuse and neglect
· [bookmark: _Int_Wrf3VuJG]How it can possibly affect the child in the future

	Will you include a call to action? (optional)
	· Yes, I will include some call to action

	Which communications platform will you use?
	· Phone numbers
· Names of organisations

	What asset(s) will you produce?
	Part a: Simple paragraphs, with simple knowledge a lay person can understand
Part b: reference my knowledge in the legal challenge that is introduced.

	Do you require any visual assets?
	n/a




Part A
What is Child protection and why is important to decide in the best interest of the child?
Introduction to child protection and safeguarding
Child protection is a legal framework that protects and prevents children from encountering abuse, violence, exploitation, neglect and many more actions that can affect the child and safeguarding them from harm. 
The importance of child protection and safeguarding
[bookmark: _Int_kjT0j3cB] It is essential to look out for the well-being of children as an effect on the well-being and welfare of a child also affects the development in the society and responsibility. Child protection is important due to the fact that children are known to be vulnerable and highly dependent on adults for their safety. Harm and neglect to a child have a long-term effect on their development, physical and mental health. 
Children are in risk of injuries and death due to the actions of child abuse and neglect. 
It is important to remember that when a child is experiencing such action, it can affect their future regarding mental health, personality and overall, their motivation to do something. This causes relationship issues and struggle in education, and the ability to talk to someone. 
By protecting children, you are protecting their physical and psychosocial needs which is also important for a child's health and welfare.

Effects on harm to children
· Physical health.
· Mental health.
· low self-esteem.
· Loss of motivation.
· Self-harm in many forms.
· poor academic performances.
· Ability to maintain relationships and friendships.

When will child protection be involved?
The involvement child protection has with families are usually due to the concerns about the child’s safety and welfare. There have been reforms taken place that aims to increase family support with child protection to decrease the number of children going into care. This is inspected depending on the severity of the risk of the children. 
Social services or the police will usually come out to inspect the family's situation if they have received a report regarding the family and the risk and harm to the child. These reports could be made by anyone and can also be made anonymously. 
Who is a part of the child protection?
In England and Wales, the police have a child protection programme that gets inspected. The inspection states that the force has effective leadership in its child protection arrangements, they work effectively with safeguarding and help promote welfare of children. 
Social services who is a part of the local council or private sector are the main body for child protection. They can provide support to families, but they are also involved with the police if there is more seriousness to the child’s welfare. 
Legal authority like lawyers, solicitors and judges are usually involved when there is a reasoning to remove the child from their homes due to abuse or neglect. 

Report Contact
· Police: immediate danger 999, to make a report or claim is 101.
· Local council and social services are major help when you are concerned for a child’s welfare.
· ChildLine – 0800 1111 
· NSPCC – 0808 800 5000 or help@NSPCC.org.uk 
· If you are being accused of child harm, you can seek legal advice and contact a solicitor















Part B
There is a lot of misunderstanding on what is the purpose of child protection and the need to make decisions that many parents would not be happy with like being removed from their homes. Under the Children Act 1989 section 1, it states that the importance of the child’s welfare and this includes the upbringing of the child and what is expected to be considered as a parent. Under this legislation, the child’s welfare should be the court’s paramount consideration. In this case, if there are any suspicion that a child is being abused or neglected, someone can report this to the police and social services and has the right to report it anonymously. With being said it is the child protection role to go and investigate the accusations and reports. 
It is important to remember that under the Children Act 1989 Section 31 (2) the court is only to make a care or supervision order if the threshold criteria are satisfied, which includes that there is a concern that a child is suffering or is likely to suffer significant harm and if the care that the child is expected to be given by the parent is not being done. If the threshold criteria were satisfied then the court looks at the welfare checklist which involves the child’s wishes, feelings and needs that are relevant and analyses the capability of each parent or other persons. As many would argue that the article 8 a right to a private and family life, under the Human Rights Act 1998 is being breached, this article is not an absolute human right, it is a limited right as it can be interfered by the law if necessary and harm to a child is a reasonable reason to interfere with that human right. Under Children Act 1989 section 47, the local authority can make enquiries that are necessary to decide the action to safeguard and protect the child (Penn Group, 2023).
[bookmark: _Int_ih43QMIV]Penn Group (2023) gives the conclusion that the local authority is authorised to act on behalf of the Children Act 1989 to take action when a child is being or is at risk to being abused, harmed, or neglected. They have the right to provide accommodation for children who requires shelter due to the loss of parental care and make necessary enquiries to decide whether action should take place to safeguard the child’s welfare.
[bookmark: _Int_KeKuWPbJ][bookmark: _Int_YxAWwaRf]This is a challenging situation for individuals to be aware of mainly due to the fact that a report made against parents who are accused to harming their child is labelled as an allegation or accusation. Allegation is a statement stating that someone has done something wrong (Collins Dictionary, 2025) An accusation is a statement where someone has reported a person who has done something wrong, and they can also be a false statement (Cambridge Dictionary, 2025). The point of child protection organisations is to respond to these allegations of child harm. By doing this, they must provide the appropriate help and support to the child and to investigate to see the situation themselves. This is part of their procedure; to investigate the potential harm and to make sure the child is receiving the support they need (NSPCC, 2025). One of the main challenges for lay people to resolve is what if they were falsely accused. A false allegation of something like harming their child can cause extreme stress not only on the guardian that has been accused, but on the entire family. A false accusation can also affect the child in question. This is because of the stress and emotional damage that has been brought to the family with the whole procedure of child protection. It is known that victims who are falsely accused experiences anxiety and other mental health disorders, and one of the main things is a family breakdown and the damages it can cause to the family’s relationship and that is why the child protection services needs to investigate before taking action. Unfortunately, parents do get falsely accused and the whole procedures affects them as well as the children and that is why it is important for the local authorities to approach the situation in a professional and understanding way and to take the appropriate and correct action (UK Trauma Council, No date). If one is being accused, they can reach out for legal advice and apply for legal aid. Although the investigation needs to occur, the court and judges should analyse all claims made and that includes the statement from the guardians, and anyone involved (Wolf, 2025). The parents do have the legal right to hire a solicitor to defend them and attempt to disclose the potential false allegations. If they are arrested, they can still get a solicitor under the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 section 58, PACE code C, the right to access legal advice. In conclusion, help those to understand what child protection do and why do they get involved. 
The piece that was designed and portrayed is easy to understand by the members of the public because the law and information has been simplified, so it is easier to take in. When you read information that is heavily detailed, it easy to lose interest due to not understanding what is being told. The key strengths that are portrayed are the short paragraphing and using the bullet point method, so it is not heavily worded, and it looks more like an information sheet than a story and with a mix of paragraphs, sub-headings and bullet points, it is easier to navigate and the chances of losing your place when reading is very small but while keeping it simplified, the needed information is still being shown. Another key point in the piece displayed is the report contact list. This is very important and essential as there are some individuals who are not sure who to talk to or make a report to, and even though the police is everyone's main destination, there are alternative or more relevant organisations out there that some may not have thought of, and it is important to show people that the police is not the only option.
The main challenge was to simplify pieces of legislation and information in a way that still shows the point but not too detailed to lose interest in reading. Trying to find the information was not much of a challenge but trying to word it in a way the members of the public to understand was the difficult part, as we may have the legal knowledge and the legislation to the information, but the members of the public does not. The main focus was to target the audience that may have been accused of child harm whether it was committed or falsely accused and would like to know why child protection is involved, and who are they exactly and why it is important for them to take action regardless to what others may want. this was a big challenge to link the information to the targeted audience without writing too much and throwing the legislation at them because it is not what they want, they would just want to know why it is happening and who are they. To give information to a lay audience is difficult and to be able to do that, you must understand and put yourself in the footsteps of a lay audience to visualise what they would want to see and read about to understand. 
[bookmark: _Int_ZF0God3f]Feedback is highly valued and important in the resource provided as by revising the feedback given it would help improve the knowledge and performance of the work. It is important to reflect on the feedback given at any circumstances, whether it is positive or critique. It helps you understand what you have done well and what you can improve on in the future to enhance your standard of work and knowledge. I appreciate receiving feedback on my work, so I am able to reflect all my future pieces around the feedback that was given. 
After reflecting on the piece of work that is produced, it has come to my attention that it is very suitable for the audience that was targeted and it is also suitable for other audiences as well. Although there was an audience target, my resource was not limited to that specific targeted audience, but also to anyone who is just interested in the information and wants to enhance their knowledge. If there was an opportunity to change what was produced, I would have given more contact information based on both sides, as I displayed contact information for those who wants to make a report, I would have also put contact information for those who may have been accused and wants to talk to organisations for advice. I would have also provided more information introducing who child protection is and although a brief of who are apart of child protection is provided, there would have been more elaboration in who they were.
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