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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and email to mike.durke@uwtsd.ac.uk 

	NAME: Harvey Richards 

	 ID No.: 2204954

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
The topic of “What impact do gangs have upon urban communities and the people within them?” was chosen as I have a great interest in this topic and specifically on the way gangs act and operate around the UK whilst being so enticing to people within vulnerable communities. I believe that this topic is worthy of being an undergraduate dissertation because it seeks to analyse a massive issue that the UK is currently facing with the rise of gang-related crimes and understand what impact that these crimes have upon the communities through the UK to better understand what is happening and what can be done to help. 



	 SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
 This project will aim to critically assess the impact of gangs and the culture they produce on people within urban communities, this project also will look to explore the reasons as to why gangs appeal to young people, consider the impact of gang culture and criminality on young people and urban communities and finally evaluate the public perception on the ways that young people can avoid a life of crime and what channels are available to help them. 


	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Gangs can have a massive impact on youth Aswell as the communities as they are a driving force in exploiting vulnerable people and communities in order to join their gangs to help them with their illicit activities. (NSPCC, no date). When gangs move into these areas vulnerable children are more at risk of being a victim of child criminal exploitation as if they grow up in poorer neighbourhoods, they are more likely to join a gang seeking protection and status (Anna Freud mentally healthy schools, no date). Gangs use and exploit these areas as they are able to manipulate vulnerable people only perpetuating the cycle of decay.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Throughout this project I will look to use quantitative methods such as surveys and questionnaires. I am using these methods as it allows me to use a larger sample size and get a general opinion of the population. The method of survey mi will be using is a online survey that will be sent to people and they can fill out from their phones.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
My research will be aiming to gauge the perspective of the general population instead of from experts as I want to know how the general population feel about the impact of gangs upon urban communities. I will also be looking to have participants that are aged 19-25, along with this research I will also be using pervious research into this topic to help further my research


	INITIAL REFERENCE LIST:
Please follow the Harvard referencing system
Anna Freud mentally healthy schools, no date Child criminal exploitation [online] available at: https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/factors-that-impact-mental-health/vulnerable-children/child-criminal-exploitation/#:~:text=Vulnerable%20young%20people%2C%20including%20those,and%20trauma%2C%20among%20other%20things. Date accessed-9/10/2024
NSPCC, (no date)criminal exploitation and gangs [online] available at: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/gangs-criminal-exploitation/ date accessed-9/10/2024
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