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(Addison Wesley Longman Limited, 1998)
Lindy Grant's book adeptly addresses Abbot Suger's career and writings. It considers in depth some of the most critical themes arising as a result of the traumatic transformations following the Gregorian Reform of early twelfth-century France. Suger's status is frequently discussed in a commendatory manner, focusing on his hierarchical rank in relation to his abbatical colleagues and observing the manner in which he wielded his power from his prestigious position.  The relationship between Suger, members of the royal Capetian dynasty and their collective power and influence over religious expression are closely observed, as these are areas of expertise for the author. 
[bookmark: _Hlk73464538]Grant acknowledges Suger's close relationships with Bishop Jocelyn of Soissons, to whom Suger dedicated his book 'The Life of Louis the Fat' and other prominent figures such as Stephen Garlande and Suger's biographer William the Secretary, a monk of St-Denis. She also closely links Louis the Fat with Suger and the Capetian kings. Suger's writing is a significant feature of this book. His most famous works are De Administratione and De Consecratione, both produced while he was abbot and concerning the daily activities of the abbey. Grant clarifies Suger's close connection to the king, which inspired the biography of Louis VI (the Fat). The introduction to Suger's life is clear and informative. Although not impenetrable, the book contains a great deal of detailed information about the individuals discussed, examining many of the critical figures who interacted with Suger during his long life. 
The book is chronologically organised, split into four parts. The 13 chapters and all their subheadings, at first glance, appear to be going to introduce the reader to Suger's life and the events of the time. An example of these headings is as following: in Chapter 3: Low Horizons:  The political and religious landscape of Capetian France around 1100, under the subheading of The Impact of Gregorian Reform (pp 58), Grant summarises how Gregorian Reform impacted Capetian France and altered the abbey to which Suger was devoted. 
This book offers comprehensive coverage of material pertaining to Suger's complex and eventful life for a first-time reader. However, there is a lack of imagery, which could have helped accessibility and offered supporting information, for example, on the reconstruction of the abbey window. The illustrated graphs, maps, and tables are placed at the end of the book, which creates an intense first time read and much searching to match these graphs with the text. These illustrations begin with the genealogical tables of the Suger family, the Capetian dynasty timeline, a table of the Anglo-Normans and the Counts of Blois/Champagne. These include notes. However, there are no images of Suger himself, which would have been useful for a first-time reader. 

The expectations when approaching reading this book, are that it is likely to be a straightforward and well-illustrated text. The intensity of the book was not anticipated. The layout of the contents page does not indicate accurately the structure of the book and it does not match the subheadings throughout the body of the text. This makes navigation more difficult for the reader with no background on the topic. It added to the intensity of the read, and it took a while to complete the book. However, the book did fulfil its aims through its extensive explorations of Suger's life and it explained each event thoroughly. The clear subheadings and chapters make the book easier to access, once the layout has been understood. 

Grant reminds us that it is the abbey of St-Denis that Louis the Fat favoured for worship, and this is where his close relationship with Suger was initiated.  Becoming close to the Capetian dynasty played an essential part in Suger's aim to gain fame and recognition. Grant's choice of words 'Capital of the kingdom' or 'caput' accentuates this. However, in chapter six (p.108), Grant argues that this idea of 'caput regni' was incorrect, that a forger had attempted to fool those in the kingdom of France with this title. She suggests that Suger had manipulated his power and the crisis of 1124 to put the king in his place. These doubts about Suger contradict his portrayal as an excellent and crucial figure in 12th century France. Grant questions Suger's motives and methods for gaining power as abbot and friend of Louis the Fat.  She uses the term 'aristocratic poaching' (p.224) to describe Suger's dealings with his biblical colleagues or other rival abbots, and this explains the bribing and persuasive techniques he used to gain influential friends, coercing them to present gifts to St. Denis. 
This book draws to a close with a conclusion summarising Suger's life and its impact on Capetian France circa 1150. The impressions gained by the reader of Suger throughout this book are fluctuating. Initially, Grant portrays Suger very positively, as a significant actor of the time, who affected the future of monastic architecture with the invention of the gothic design for the abbey of St-Denis. However, as the book progresses it becomes apparent that he was a much more complex and morally convoluted character who used his influence to further his ambitions. These suggestions question the authenticity and legitimacy of the unsupervised accounts produced by Suger for the abbey as well as, the accepted portrayal of him as a prominent figure, and the reality of the interactions he had with his colleagues during his lifetime and his work, which resulted in an unfortunate inheritance for those who followed him.
Lindy Grant’s book successfully discusses the life of Abbot Suger; she explores the positive attributes of Suger whilst comparing the trials and tribulations that occurred throughout the period. The book invites the reader to understand how life in twelfth-century Capetian France differed in each region in France and the effectiveness of Suger's influence during his abbacy. Suger was an author, an abbot, and through a close friendship with the king, he became a regent. Despite the complexity of his character and the questions that remain about his methods and relationships, his role in Capetian France was a strong one, which this book demonstrates. 



