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Module information
1. AIM(S)
· To provide an understanding of policy formulation, structure and implementation and to examine specific aspects of planning systems, including Strategic Environmental Assessment and Environmental Impact Assessment, and its effect on the economy, society and the environment.
2. LEARNING OUTCOMES
· Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:
· Demonstrate an in depth understanding of the environmental implications of developing strategic policies and plans.
· Analyse environmental policies based on contextual analysis.
· Critically assess policy formulation and implementation.
· Consider the ramifications of policy on the environment and associated economy.
3. INDICATIVE CONTENT
· An introduction to National, European and global policies.
· Application of specific strategic policies such as Shoreline Management, landscape designations, stakeholder partnerships, and inputs from Government and NGO’s.
· Analysis of the Strategic Environmental Assessment and Environmental Impact Assessment, including Mitigation and Compensation.
· The relationship between the environment and policy formulation.
· Environmental policy formulation, implementation and monitoring.
· Environmental Impact Assessment formulation, including auditing.
· Methods of assessing environmental impacts.
· Evaluation of policies and their effects on society, the economy and the environment.
4. LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY
Individual topics will be introduced in lectures. Lectures will be supported by tutorials and/or directed study. Seminars, group discussions and workshops will be used to develop ideas, concepts and practical applications. The public conference will be delivered and organised by the students in collaboration with tutors.
Allocation of teaching to deliver the module are:
	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	50
	25%

	Independent learning
	150
	75%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



5. ASSESSMENT DETAILS
Assessment Component 1 – 70% 
For this assessment, you are to select and evaluate the applied practice of two Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) and critically compare the application of EIA practice within at least one of the following components:
•	Screening and Scoping
•	Alternatives Assessment
•	Public Participation
•	Mitigation
•	Cumulative Effects
This is required in a critique report format of 4,000 words (+/- 10%) excluding appendices. 
Assessment Component 2 – 30% 
Produce a professional presentation outlining how at least one aspect of the EIA process should be planned and implemented to achieve good practice and maximise environmental decision-making.
You can pick from one of the two hypothetical developments (further details of the fictional proposed developments will be given to students in-class to aid them in deciding):
1.	Solar farm and battery storage facility on agricultural land in north-east Swansea (near Pontardulais)
2.	Tourism and outdoor activity centre at a disused quarry near Bishopston, Gower. 
10 mins presentation plus 5 mins discussion, two at least 2 members of staff
30% of the module mark. 
Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	N/A

	Coursework
	70%

	Practical
	30%

	TOTAL
	100%



6. TIMETABLE 
	ACBA7004: Environmental Planning and Policy
Tues 2-6pm
IQ 118

	Teaching Week
	Date
	Lecture content
	Activities
	Assessments

	1
	29/09/2026
	Welcome Week
	
	

	2
	06/10/2026
	Principles of Environmental Policy
	Selecting EIA article before Week 3 lecture
	

	3
	13/10/2026
	Why EIA?
	In next session: Review EIA and Prepare SLS details
	

	4
	20/10/2026
	Fieldwork Week

	5
	27/10/2026
	Why EIA? Cont.
	
	

	6
	03/11/2026
	Fundaments of EIA & EIA Review
	
	

	7
	10/11/2026
	Introduction to planning
	
	

	8
	17/11/2026
	Skills Week

	9
	24/11/2026
	SEA
	
	

	10
	01/12/2026
	Marine Planning and Policy
	
	

	11
	08/12/2026
	EIA workshop
	
	

	
	15/12/2026
	CHRISTMAS BREAK

	
	22/12/2026
	

	
	29/12/2026
	

	12
	05/01/2027
	Recap and Assignment clinic
	
	Wednesday 6th January
CW1 submission 
(EIA critique report)

	13
	12/01/2027
	Presentation preparation
	
	

	14
	19/01/2027
	Client presentation
	
	Tuesday 19th January
CW2 presentation
(EIA Client presentation)
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