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Explore a current issue within the UK health and social care sector.


Introduction.
This report will be based on the research that will be conducted in finding out how the government funding throughout the UK Health and social care sector been cut down to a much lower percentage has a knock-on effect with the delivery of carte throughout the sector. The report will analyse the impact of the is a large factor in to how the people of the United Kingdom now face challenges in accessing the right support. This report will cover why there has been a cut in funding and why the NHS is currently facing an epidemic crisis and how the staff are affected by this.


Identifying the issues with government funding been cut within the health and social care sector.
Government funding cuts are planned and deliberate reductions which are made by the national or local authorities. According to GOV.UK The NHS were forced to spend £3 billion on agency staff back in 2023 and 2024. Which brings in the fiscal restraint policies which is a policy of controlling government spending and reducing debts to manage finances to help control inflation or improve long term economic stability.
The impact on service users- Many individuals who are living in long term care such a nursing home , residential care or supported accommodation are facing daily challenges and uncertainty of not knowing what staff members they will be met with to help them in their day or even how the delivery of care will be for them. As due to the cut in funding fewer services are available with much longer wait times for facilities within the social care sector, day centres are struggling to now navigate any further plans to expand local authorities and centres to help service uses with having freedom and fun allow them to have the best quality of life. 
The cuts in funding are having an ongoing effect on the staff who work within the health and social care sector. Many staff members are left under pressure due to low levels of staff members. Which can lead to staff feel undervalued and not being able to deliver the high levels of care they know they need to.

Justification for this research.
Social importance- The reason that this research is important is because not only the staff are heavily affected by this but also the service users are at the receiving end of the care that is been provided. According to the Health Foundation many people go without the care they need. Meaning that all throughout the health and social care sector there is a knock-on effect that is putting immense pressure on the NHS.
Practical importance-According to the institute for government, The National assistance Act claimed to abolish the poor law around the funding throughout the health and social care sector. But the social care is hugely lacking the funds which is having an unprecedented knock-on effect through social care. Meaning that their needs to be more resources in place to improve the care quality.
Research gap- regarding the current ongoing issue with the funding throughout the health and social care sector, more research needs to be done from local authorities and the government to establish what is the end term goal, not only to financially benefit the sector but to have a positive uplift in the care that is delivered and the wait times to receive the right care. As it currently stands in 2025 there are delays in individuals been able to access the right care due to inadequate facilities and funding. Therefor more research needs to be conducted to establish what else is missing and needed to help improve the UK Health and social care system.

Literature review.
 Source 1:  Article – The influence of Budget Cuts on Public Services: An Analytic view.
The Article explains how the funding deductions have had an impact on the number of visits to the emergency department have gone up 4% which has also come with patient satisfaction decreasing to 3-5%. This Article supports this research report as there are data and figures to go with the information within this report which emphasises the importance of trying to get a better understanding of why funding within this sector needs to be investigated more.
Source 2: NHS England-
Throughout the NHS England website, there are discussions and plans that will be implemented. According to NHS England. The Chancellor confirmed the department of Health and social care’s (DHSC’S) revenue budget will increase from 202 billion in 2025-26 to £232 billion in 2028-29. This information is highly relevant to this research as it shows that the morning that was in place for the health and social care sector was not and is still not to date covering all costs throughout the whole sector. In this webpage the NHS England emphasized how majority of the funding is set for the NHS which is still leaving the social care sector out and on a smaller budget.
Source 3:  Social reform funds cut by almost 60% says audit office – BBC News.
According to (NAO) National audit office fund has been cut down to 58% with evidence that the government are behind on schedule to help with the low funds within the health and social care sector. With the funds decreasing waiting list times have increased by 37%. The relevance of this information retrieved from the BBC is highly aligning with this report to show the difficulties that not only staff are facing but also individuals needing access to the health and social care services.

Source 3: Billions to be redirected back into patient care NHS reform- GOV.UK
According to GOV.UK health secretary announces plans to redirect billions of pounds from NHS reform back into patient care. This will be better for patients as they will experience better levels of care and compassion. This is relevant to this research report as this article shows that there is an ongoing issue within the health and social care sector that is highly impacting patient care and the wait times that patients are currently facing are extremely long.

Research methodologies 
Quantative research is focused a lot on numeral data. In hopes to identify patterns in research and examine relationships. With Quantative research the results can be generalized but it is unable to get the deeper understanding of why the project that has been researched has happened the way it has or why a certain outcome has arisen. 
Qualitative research is focused on data without the numeral data. Qualititve research explores deeper it to meanings and perspectives of situations. This is a lot smaller than quantitative research and provides depth and a lot more content, but this research can be very time consuming.
Quantative research is numerical whereas, Qualitative research is text and visual driven. Meaning that in quantitative research there will always be graphs and numbers to conclude the research but in Qualitative research there will always be narratives and themes to conclude the research. 
In conclusion to research methodologies the purpose of each method is different as Quantitative research is to measure and generalize what research has been conducted whereas qualitative research is to explore and get a deeper understanding of research.

An overview of primary and secondary data collection.
Primary data collection is firsthand information collected directly by the person that is conducted the research, meaning that the information that is found is always original as it has been directly collected the information will be made to fit the purpose of the research. Primary data collection will always be relevant to the research question as the researcher has control over what data is collected and how the data is collected and how it will be used. But Primary data collection can be extremely difficult to conduct as an individual researcher trying to gain access to businesses or organisations can take a long time but once the access has been granted the information will always be accurate and relevant to the times.
Secondary data collection is information that has already been collected and put together by someone else other than the researcher trying to find this information meaning that secondary data is always data that will or has been reused by many people for their own research or study purpose. Secondary data collection is a lot more time effective but with that in mind, Secondary data could always be outdated and not relevant to current times.

Conclusion
In conclusion, Government funding cuts for the health and social care sector has had a negative impact not only on patients but also on staff throughout the sector. According to the health secretary changes are to be made and put in my place for 2028-29 to help the ongoing issues within the sector. The health foundation stated that many people go without the care they need. But with changes been put into place to help with the ongoing issues hopefully many more individuals needing daily care and resources from the sector will be met with high levels of care when more funding is put back into place.
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