Frederick Douglass – then known as Frederick Bailey - was born in Maryland to his mother Harriet Bailey, a slave, and an unknown white man. Douglass’ date of birth was unknown even to himself throughout his life, but biographical scholarship has since uncovered the property book of Douglass’ first master, Aaron Anthony, in which Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey’s birth date is listed as February 1818. When he was around seven years old, his mother died. His life as a slave was, by his own admission, relatively calm compared to others; in his later writings he recalls that he suffered from the cold and hunger far more than any beatings or abuse at the hands of his masters and overseers. In 1826 he was sent to Baltimore by his owner Thomas Auld to become a house slave to his brother Hugh and sister-in-law Sophia Auld. Sophia treated Douglass with kindness seldom heard of for the period, even beginning reading lessons with Douglass until her husband put a stop to the sessions. Douglass thus taught himself reading and writing in secret – his first rebellious steps against his masters. After a disagreement between Hugh and Thomas Auld in 1833, Douglass was sent back to his childhood home in Maryland. Auld decided to hire Douglass out as a farm worker under the supervision of a man named Edward Covey, a local slave breaker. Douglass would have been around sixteen at the time. Tired of the repeated beatings, whippings and humiliations under Covey, Douglass fought back – he intimidated his abuser sufficiently enough to prevent future attacks, but the altercation with Covey would also prove to be a turning point within Douglass’ life and attitude towards his situation.				Douglass returned to Baltimore in 1836 to learn the calking trade, once again living under the rule of Hugh and Sophia Auld. What little earnings Hugh did not take from him Douglass kept aside, planning his freedom. With the help of a free black woman named Anna Murray, Douglass, in disguise as a free black merchant sailor, took a northbound train on September 3rd 1838 to New York City. Anna joined him a month later and they married, changing their names to Douglass and living in New Bedford, Massachusetts. Douglass joined the abolitionist movement less than three years later. He published his first autobiography in 1845 entitled the Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written by Himself. It became an international best-seller, selling more than thirty-thousand copies within its first five years of publication. Fearing repercussion from slave catchers, Douglass went on a lecturing tour of the United Kingdom immediately after the publication of Narrative, returning to the USA in 1847. Upon his return he launched the newspaper The North Star, providing him with a platform to speak freely about abolitionist issues and ideology. The paper was discontinued in 1863, with some scholars linking this to either declining readership or the outbreak of the Civil War. 					After the outbreak of the Civil War, Douglass lobbied President Lincoln to let black troops join the fight for the Union. Mass recruitment of African Americans began in 1863 and Douglass’ speeches rallied men to the cause. His loyalty to the Republican Party gave Douglass many opportunities that would have been previously unattainable for any black man: federal marshal and recorder of deeds for the District of Columbia, president of the Freedman’s Bureau Bank, consul to Haiti and charge d’affaires for the Dominican Republic. These positions and their income allowed Douglass and his family to live in relative comfort in Washington, D.C. during the final two decades of his life. Douglass died of a heart attack on February 20th, 1895, after speaking at a rally for women’s suffrage. 				Archival material relating to Douglass and the abolitionist movements within the USA and UK are listed below. Due to the geographical limitations of my research (i.e., many archival sources from the USA are listed online but are only available to view in-person – see ‘Maryland State Archives’ section), I have included an ‘Online Materials’ section that contains key digital copies of documents discussed above, but also several websites that contain databases vital for understanding societal and cultural attitudes towards abolition within the UK (see Hannah Murrey’s work listed under ‘Online Materials’). However, the Bodleian Library’s digital archives provide vital resources for UK-specific research concerned with the abolition of slavery; for instance, MSS 18 / C1 and MSS 18 / C2 whereby correspondence from prominent British abolitionists Thomas Pringle and Robert Stokes can be viewed. On the third page of MSS 18 / C1 we can see that Pringle has calculated in pencil the exact cost of an expedition to Haiti, establishing his desire to research the success of their abolitionist movement post-revolution. These sources provide a fascinating crossover between the USA’s and UK’s international interests which could be expanded upon within a wider project.												The most difficult document to track down was the ledger of slave-owner Aaron Anthony. The official manuscript and subsequent microfilms are stored in the Maryland State Archives Special Collections, but there is no digital copy to view online. However, I have sourced a digital image of the exact manuscript page that displays the birthdate of ‘Frederick Augustus son of Harriott’ through an online resource produced by the National Library of Scotland – this is sourced below in the ‘Online Materials’ section alongside other useful websites and items from online archives. There also appears to be very little material of Douglass within UK archives generally. This is unsurprising given he was an American abolitionist, but it does make it difficult to research the impact of his presence within the UK during the years 1845-1847. To track Douglass’ life and achievements in detail I would recommend using either the Library of Congress or The National Archives (Washington, D.C.) databases, as they have a wide collection of primary material that are dated throughout the nineteenth century. The Library of Congress also holds an 1849 copy of Narrative which provided the details of the biography above (see E449 .D749 1849). 
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