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The role of teachers within education has been influenced by policy developments since 1996, this impact will be critically evaluated within this essay. Education policies have changed over time to try and better schools overall, enhance learning of pupils and raise attainment, as well as the standard of teaching. The Green Paper policy (1997) wanted excellence for all, with the focus on the inclusion of children with Special Educational Needs (SEN). The Protection of Children Act (1999) reformed education and improved safe guarding policies. Schools Achieving Success (2001) wanted to build on the positive aspects of what is being achieved within schools, and acknowledges the important role of teachers and the fact they cannot deliver everything by themselves. Therefore, the 2001 policy aims to provide teachers with more support. Learning Behaviour (2005) wanted to improve the ways in which challenging behaviour, social and emotional difficulties are dealt with. This affects teachers over how they manage behaviour and tackle bullying. The Healthy Eating in Schools Nutritional Standards and Requirements (2012) wanted schools to provide healthy food for pupils and so the impact of this change of provision on the learning ability of pupils will be studied.
Firstly, the Green Paper policy (1997) will be analysed and how it influenced teachers. The Green Paper policy (1997) wanted excellence for all, while focusing on inclusion for SEN within education. Ensuring that children with SEN have the support and equipment that they require to achieve their potential has been a growing aspect within education over recent years. Screening and inclusion has also become key. This is where the development of policies is important because, for example, in a 1940’s classroom there would have been very little inclusion or differentiation. The child with dyslexia could have been labelled naughty or unable to learn. Policies show positive results, so much has been developed and learnt regarding things such as learning difficulties. The influence on teachers from the Green Paper policy (1997) was to have more awareness of special education needs by having training and support. It also made lessons more inclusive for pupils with SEN. The schools must be willing to allow their pupils to develop in all areas to be able to achieve excellence, while knowing the capability of the learners to give them the correct level of challenge (Excellence as a standard for all education, 1997).  The teachers were allowed to follow the National Curriculum but with flexibility to suit the ability of the pupils who had SEN, allowing them to achieve their potential. In 1998 if it was not appropriate for pupils at sixteen to take GCSEs there were Entry Level Awards that they could be awarded, this then gave the teachers the opportunity to get the pupils with SEN a form of qualification. ICT became very important for the teachers to use, for example large printing to make tasks simpler for any visually impaired pupil (Green Paper 1997).  Current legislation from 2016 uses the term additional learning needs (ALN) and is for ages 0-25 they will have individual learning plans.  The parents, carers, education, social services and health services will all be working together to support them (Welsh Government, 2017).
The Protection of Children Act (1999) meant that there would be a list of people who were classed as either unfit or unsafe to work with children, including within education. This, therefore, made the system safer for pupils within schools, as each teacher would have to be checked against the list. This influenced the teachers to be more aware of misconduct and to ensure the safety of the pupils was kept to a high standard. The Act made the teachers aware of how to report any inappropriate behaviour to the head teacher, who then would take the correct actions to carry out an investigation in to the situation (The Protection of Children Act, 1999). This Act, therefore, secured child safety to a much higher standard and has had a massive impact on improving schools and their employees, by working together to reduce the abuse of children and give them opportunities and the quality of life they deserve (Child Abuse Review, 1999).    
Schools Achieving Success (2001) acknowledges all the positives changes that have already happened within education so far, however, it states that more progress needs to happen to better education overall. Johnson (1990) believed that good teachers would leave the teaching profession due to not having enough of an input at school level, leaving the teachers feeling their effort was getting them nowhere (Teachers at Work, 1990).  Polner found (1991) teachers have more job satisfaction if the head teacher involved them by helping to bring parents into the teaching loop, and providing a wider range of resources. This policy wanted to provide the teachers with more support regarding violent or disruptive behaviour, allowing these pupils to be excluded by the head teacher. These pupils would be referred to a Pupil Referral Unit (PRU) to receive full time education there instead. This influenced the teachers to be less anxious due to knowing that a destructive or violent pupil would be dealt with effectively, allowing them to carry on teaching the rest of the class without any other worrying issues (Schools Achieving Success, 2001). 
There is again a strong emphasis on the ICT skills of teachers in The Schools Achieving Success (2001) policy.  It emphasises how ICT engages and enables the better provision of inclusive lessons.  This influenced the teachers to keep up with the changing society as it leans towards constant developments on ICT equipment, to be able to give the pupils a good foundation of such skills they will use throughout the rest of their lives. Having teachers that are motivated themselves to raise the standards of the school they are in is very important, as having that enthusiasm is what motivates the learners, creating a brilliant base line for learning to occur. Therefore, by providing more support for teachers and adequate training for all aspects of classroom provision will positively influence the teachers all round (Schools Achieving Success, 2001).
Learning Behaviour (2005) focused on difficult behaviour and how it can be dealt with in schools.  Learning Behaviour (2005) wanted to improve training teachers on how to deal with behaviour issues.  By improving teaching and learning, this can lower bad behaviour by focusing on the level of capability the pupils are able to work at (Effective Teaching, 2001).  The teachers were influenced by training to know that lesson planning, seating plans, and reward and discipline rules; also, opportunities for the pupils to have group work are all essential to keep the class under control.  Just one pupil who is being disruptive can stop keen learners from progressing, which is unfair on the majority pupils that want to learn.  A disruptive pupil maybe distracting others or taking the teachers attention away from teaching the class.  Whitted and Dupper (2005) stated the importance of not tolerating bullying and ensuring there is clear punishment as key to minimising it.  Every teacher plays a role in stopping bullying by being able to recognize it and providing a safe space for bullied pupils to come and disclose these issues (Best Practices for Preventing or Reducing Bullying in Schools, 2005).  
Healthy eating in schools is important, as it is beneficial for the pupil’s health and well-being, while also lowering obesity (Nutritional Standards and Requirements, 2012).  A pupil with an unhealthy diet can have more health issues resulting in lower attendance at school.  This can influence the teacher by having to work harder with that pupil when they are in school to stop them falling behind.  There are a low number of pupils eating school meals, with the remainder bringing in a packed lunch.  Packed lunches are not always nutritional McAllister (2003) said, "It's the right idea made with the wrong foods”.  Parents need to be provided with the support and advice needed for healthier pack lunches (NHS, 2017).  With the pupils eating poor nutritional value food, this can seriously affect a pupil’s concentration in class throughout the day (Courtney, 2017).  Not only that, some pupils do not have breakfast before coming into school, which is not a good start to the day for them.  This makes it harder for the teacher to keep the pupils’ focus while trying to teach them.  A study on pupils who regularly attend breakfast club showed that they achieved better results in school tests, which positively links this importance of having a healthy breakfast to improved concentration (BBC, 2015).  Through the schools, improving the meals and having breakfast clubs pupils are provided with what they need to be healthy and have good focus in class.  This would then make it easier for the teachers to keep the pupils’ attention, which leads to higher achieving pupils.        
To conclude it is obvious from the evidence above that the development of polices has been highly effective within education.  It is vital that policies keep getting built on and improved for the future to provide pupils with the best education.  As shown in the Green Paper policy (1997) to give pupils the opportunities to achieve their potential regardless of whether they have SEN influenced the teaching profession greatly, by making education more inclusive.  There has also been a massive improvement on child safeguarding since the Children Protection Act (1999).  As this allowed employers to have access to a list of people who are unsafe to work with children, therefore higher safety in schools.  The teachers were more aware of the signs of misconduct within the school through training.  More support provided to the teachers has influenced the teaching profession, by the teachers being less anxious, more motivated and receiving essential training they need to be confident in the classroom (Schools Achieving Success, 2001).  Learning Behaviour policy (2005) reinforced the importance of teacher training on how to control a class and deal with difficult behaviour.  This policy influenced teachers to plan their lessons and to learn which pupils work well together to creating a seating plan.  Also to be able to recognize bullying and what actions to take to reduce it.  Nutritional Standards and Requirements (2012) has an impact on the pupils’ health, well-being and education.  Due to the impact of an un-healthy diet, schools need to provide healthy meals and breakfast clubs to give the pupils the opportunity to have the concentration they need to do well in class (Courtney, 2017).  Making parents aware of nutritional foods to put into packed lunches can also raise concentration of the pupils who bring a packed lunch (NHS, 2017).  Therefore, nutritional standards make it easier for teachers to maintain a well-focused class, forming a good foundation for learning to take place.  These are just a few examples of policies, which have affected the education system and influenced teachers over time.                             
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