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CPTED is a crime prevention theory it stands for ‘Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design’ this is a preventative theory which focuses on tactics based on environmental designs which aims to reduce the potential of crimes, it does this by removing any gateways for possibility of crimes to occur in the environment and to promote a sense of wellbeing amongst individuals. CPTED uses 5 main principles which are Physical Security, Surveillance, Movement Control, Management and Maintenance and Defensible Space. These principles ensures that an area is clearly visible full of light and clearly seen pathway, it eliminates blind spots for example outdoor hedges, trees and any bushes that can hinder optics and ensuring that there are visible CCTV equipped these will inhibit a criminal from attempts as any criminal would be seen from all angles. Furthermore CPTED uses the method of creating maze curbing landscape entrances in public areas the aim of this is to cut off straight forward access to a target for the criminal for example bank cashier this reveres a criminal’s upper hand when approaching a target. CPTED’s purpose is to create a very clear segregation between public and private property, legitimate occupants have a sense of ownership who will be able to challenge who don’t belong. Private occupants will have the ability to quickly and discreetly call for aid along with a panic button alarm signal. Several jurisdictions include CPTED-trained law enforcement participation in projects in the planning process descriptions and in grant applications. Short-term, band-aid solutions last only so long before they require focus and attention. Once CPTED strategies are applied, only maintenance is required to keep problems from becoming chronic. Fewer calls-for-service may result. Community support and buy-in are essential in this phase for the hand-off to occur and apply. Problem-solving methods tools include SARA (Scan, Analyze, Respond and Assess), as well as SWOT assessments (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats). Gathering places are created to deter crime. In the past, “solutions” may have been to fence or wall off an area to keep crime out. Instead, the location may be changed by encouraging people to gather at places, such as pocket parks, community gardens, or entertainment venues. Encourage clean-ups, increased lighting and a safe environment, rather than fencing or seclusion that would necessitate a heavy patrol obligation. The natural surveillance part of CPTED encourages windows, lighting and unobstructed views to keep “eyes on the street,” a term coined by Jane Jacobs, an urban designer who advocated clear sightlines. Crimes of opportunity are lessened when the offender loses their ability to commit crimes out of sight. An officer may not see crimes committed at commercial businesses with ads covering windows, or no windows at all. This is essential not only during “routine patrol,” but also in response to critical incidents when sighting the offender is a primary objective. Fewer crime reports and calls for service are made when chronic locations are cleaned up and turned into areas for “safe activities in [otherwise] unsafe places.” This is a term used often by Art Hushen as he describes putting meeting or gathering places in areas once left unattended for crime to occur. Think in terms of putting lunch or picnic tables next to a parking lot where cars are boosted, or bikes have been stolen from racks. Replace vacant lots where graffiti and illegal dumping had been regular occurrences into community gardens. Every cop knows the problem of chronic areas for nighttime crime. Dark parking lots are likely to lose their allure as places to break into cars once the lighting is increased. Partnerships with public works and lighting utilities should be enlisted to come up with lighting solutions. In areas where traditional lighting strategies have been thwarted by individuals shooting out the lights, explore new LED lighting with hardened plastic lenses. A Tennessee agency experimented with the ability to raise or lower lighting in public areas from the radio car mobile video terminal, for use as conditions dictated (Seattle.gov)



Situational crime prevention focuses on the settings where crime occurs, rather than on those committing specific criminal acts. The emphasis is on managerial and environmental change that reduces opportunities for crimes to occur (Clarke, 1997). Situational crime prevention is based on two related theories. Rational choice theory (Felson and Clarke, 1998), which states that potential offenders rationally choose to commit crime, and also the methods used in order to do so. This choice is influenced by the offender’s need to maximise reward while minimising risk. Routine activities theory (Cohen and Felson, 1979), which states that, in order for a crime to occur, there must the presence of three linked elements: motivated offenders, suitable targets and the absence of capable guardians. Capable guardians can include people such as security guards or the police, as well as environmental factors, such as locks or other security devices. Situational crime prevention aims to increase risk and/or minimise reward, thus making either the commission of a criminal act too difficult, or the reward for committing the act too low to risk being caught. Increased risk can be achieved by minimising the number of suitable targets or adding ‘capable guardians’.Cornish and Clarke (2003) produced 25 techniques of situational crime prevention, which detailed various types of interventions to reduce crime. The 25 techniques were split into five specific groups: increasing the effort, increasing the risk, reducing the rewards, reducing provocations, removing excuses. 
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