Research Proposal Sections 
1. Introduction to the Proposed Research  
 
A working title for the dissertation – an Analysis on the Popularity of American Sports in the UK
 
Discussing the background of the proposal and how it will interest myself and the business community. 

The background to my interest in the topic and me pursuing this as my research area is that I would like to understand how popular the main four US sports are in the UK, these being: American Football, Baseball, Basketball and Ice Hockey. Being a fan of Baseball myself; it always intrigued me on how the rest of the UK thought about these sports and if something needs to be done to promote them. This topic would be of the interest to the business community mainly due to the marketing side of things for example, whether it is a good idea to have NFL or MLB games in the UK each year or if there could be a possibility of having a team based in this country. An example of this is when back in the 90’s; the NBA played some pre-season games in the UK (Cool Things, 2021). 
 
Providing the reading on where my study lies and how it fits into the field

The study fits into this field because I feel that there is a potential for these types of sports in the UK to become very popular spectator wise, maybe not as popular as football; but potentially on par with cricket or rugby league. Before the Second World War, Baseball was much more popular in the UK than it is today; the professional football team Derby County started out as a baseball team and their old stadium which closed in 1997 was even called the “Baseball Ground” (Derby County FC, 2021).
 I also think it’s interesting as since there hasn’t been many studies of this kind; it would be nice to see the results from this to see if there needs to be more done to popularise these kinds of sports.  

Introduce the industry/organization/sector/group of people 

The industry that this is related to is the sports marketing sector, specifically US sports marketing. 
 
Define one overarching aim of the study (the research purpose, the one big thing you are trying to find out). 

Objective 1: To establish the current popularity of each of the main US sports in this country and this will be done by looking at the current research and data that is available.

Objective 2: The reasons behind this and finding out why this could be.

Objective 3: To find out what is currently being done to market them?

Objective 4: To find out what can still be done?



The research methods


The research that this study will go through will be an approach that includes both primary and secondary research. This will be a combination of both qualitative and quantitative data and also secondary research coming from journals, website articles, interviews and other means. 

The topic may not seem the most interesting for some people, but depending on the time of the year and what would be on offer at the time, the need to find out this study appropriate due to the attendances at the yearly NFL games each year in London. 

Research questions 

How long have you had an interest in US sports and why?
To what extent is US sports being promoted in the UK?
Do you think US sports have been more popular in the UK in the last 5-10 years?
What else can be done to promote US sports in this country?

Study Population

This is where the group of people that will be recruited to answer my questions for my study. Whilst preparing for the study, it is important that I can specify the characteristics of the eligible participants or any characteristics of anyone that would make them illegible for taking part in the study. 
As the study is not controversial, it would take a lot for someone to be making illegible to take part in my study. 
Reliability and Validity   

During the study, there will be risks and ethical issues that I should deal with and this includes things the leaking of names and email addresses of any of the people that have taken part in the research. The ways that I will be dealing with this is by not having any personal information being leaked to any third party or anyone else except myself. 


Resources that will be needed
 
The resources that I will need for the study will be things like computer systems so I can research what has already been found regarding this topic. Another thing that will be needed will be the use of books and other physical material that could be of use for the study. 
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