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Introduction 
This handbook is suitable for all practitioners working in an early year setting. The handbook is designed to help give a better understanding and knowledge about many different areas in a pre-school setting and much more. 
There are many roles in supporting the children, parents, and the practitioners in any setting. 
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                                               (Source: Early Years Matter, 2020)
This handbook can be used to have a better understanding of how different children will settle in and what ways work best for all children as not all children will have the same types of comforts. 
When it comes to the role of the adult this handbook also can help by guiding practitioners to communicate in different ways with parents, carers, and other services. 
Good practice highlights the importance of transitions being managed and planned carefully with an understanding of children’s needs and respecting parents as part of the process in supporting children’s learning and transitions. Successful transitions are reliant on a commitment from all the practitioners involved in the process to develop effective communication and information sharing protocols.
Transitions are a particularly important process for children to go through as there is a lot of change happening moving from one setting to a new setting for example, from day care to a school setting.
All children will cope differently to new transitions happening around them or that they are involved in. some children may adjust to a new setting happily and with confidence other children may be shy starting and may take a little while to gain confidence to do things by themselves. Having the practitioner and the parents to be able to communicate together properly and smoothly will be beneficial towards the child settling into the new setting as the practitioner and the parents will be on the same page to help the transition be the best possible for the child. 



The Role of the Adult
  Practitioners in an Early Year setting need to be able to ensure that all children in the setting are cared for equally and fairly. A child is assigned a Key Worker or Person within an education setting. They need to be able to identify each child’s way of adjusting to new surroundings and transitioning to a new environment, such as a nursery to first day in a school surrounding. It is also very important for the families of the child to be supported during a new transition, as it gives the family or guardian a peace of mind knowing the child is in a safe environment and is happy and comfortable. 
‘Dewey believed teachers should never pressure students to conform. Instead of going into a classroom with certain expectations, accept students of all different cultures, religions, and family backgrounds. Within individual school regulations, respect students who wear different or unusual attire.’
Independence should be encouraged from the first day, which will help the child to settle into a new setting and can build confidence. A practitioner can encourage a child’s independence by showing them where supplies, their seat and the toilet are. They can also create a visual picture for the child, so they are able to find their own coat peg. 
‘Independence is an essential life skill and one that needs to be nurtured from an early age. The term is often understood to mean a range of skills, from helping children to be apart from their families to developing skills in dressing and encouraging them to think for themselves.’
Another important role of the adult in a childcare setting is to allow children to explore and take risks through play, in a safe environment, to develop key skills, they will use in adulthood. Outdoor play is as important and indoor play, as the children can experience nature and play openly using their imagination. Fredrich Froebel (1782) is a theorist who encouraged natural play outdoors. He believed in not pushing the children too fast beyond their abilities and to stimulate their imagination. 
‘Froebel believed that it was important for practitioners to understand the principles of observation including professional practice, the multiple lenses through which they see children- and that children see their worlds, as well as offering children freedom with guidance and considering the children's environments including people and materials as a key element of how they behave.’  
 When a parent or carer is unable to be with the child for the duration of the day in an early years setting, there are several measures that can be done in the home setting by the parent or carer to ensure the child is comfortable and understands the transition such as; 
· Talking about the new setting to the child
· Arranging welcome sessions prior to start date 
· Walking the child into the setting
· Allowing the child to bring a comforter from home 
· Ensuring there is minimal change to the family routine outside of school
These kinds of measures will be good to do with children starting a new setting as it will enable the child/children to feel more comfortable about starting somewhere new. They will also feel more comfortable about going somewhere new by having the transition spoken about to them in advance as the child will know what will be happening, and by going to see the new setting prior to starting will encourage the child to want to go as they will be aware of the new surroundings and the new teachers they will have. When it comes to a child having a new routine it can be ideal not to have much more change going on outside of school as this could disrupt the child ever more which initially could make the transition harder for the child to grasp.
The word safeguarding is used to describe protecting children from any harm, abuse, and the basic needs of self-care. These have been made to make sure that all children in a practitioner’s care are given safe and effective care. The practitioner who works with children in the early years’ setting should have a great awareness of the signs and symptoms that suggest that a child’s wellbeing is at risk. Not only should they be able to stop the indicators, but they also need to know how to react to and resolve the situation, and how to make the essential referrals for child protection. It is every practitioner’s responsibility to safeguard children in an early years’ setting. This should be done in an established and appropriate manner, so any problems and worries are solved before they have a damaging effect on any child. When in and early years setting the practitioner’s need to be up to date with the role of safeguarding children in the setting. There are numerous policies and measures that a practitioner is compelled to comply with guarantee that the safety and wellbeing of all children in their care. All these important aspects of safeguarding also apply to transitions as they can also help a child to ease into a new setting. Transitions are really important in a child’s life as it allows them to be able to settle into new places and get used to seeing unfamiliar surroundings and meeting new people, which in the future of the child they may have more confidence going to new places and meeting new people. 
For efficient safeguarding, the following values should be followed to:
· A child’s happiness and needs should always be put first.
· [bookmark: _Hlk57199082][image: john dewey theory - Google Search | Experiential learning, Learning theory,  Service learning]Any problems should be dealt with before they affect a child’s wellbeing and turn out to be damaging.
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Children’s Needs
When children are in an Early Years Setting, they need to be able to feel comfortable and safe in the environment. From the moment they start a new setting they should be. 
· Welcomed
· Safe
· Valued
· Treated equally 
· Emotional supported
· Food and drinks
· All supplies and furniture at child’s level
Not all children will learn at the same pace the practitioner will need to be able to help all children to learn in their own ways to be able to further their education, confidence, knowledge and understanding. In a class setting all the supplies and furniture should be at the child’s level as that will give the children some independence and creativity to be able to get the supplies needed. There may be some children in the setting that will need additional learning support such as one to one support, speech and language and a translator. 
As maria Montessori (1914) states children should be allowed to choose what they want to engage with and for how long, which will enable the children to be able to learn to do it for themselves. Maria Montessori’s theory explains the importance of natural and open play as it allows children to have more imagination in what to play and how, it also gives the children a lot of independence in their play and to be able to take risks in certain areas of play. 
Montessori supported that the development of the imagination should not be split from the development of the intelligence. These two functions run together, supporting each other.
 ‘The secret of good teaching is to regard the child’s intelligence as a fertile field in which seeds may be sown, to grow under the heat of flaming imagination’ (Montessori cited in Standing 1962).
 She was wary of those who sought to cultivate the intellect and the imagination separately, particularly when the imagination was nurtured by fairy tales in a makebelieve world full of marvels, completely disconnected from the real world in which people live (Montessori 1989).
‘Play gives children a chance to practice what they are learning.’
- Fred Rogers
One of Bowlby's main ideas about attachment behaviour was that it developed to ensure survival by protecting the child from environmental dangers. He explained this guideline process as: "any form of behaviour that results in a person attaining or retaining closeness to some other distinguished and preferred individual, who is usually regarded as stronger and/or wiser” Bowlby(1992). Through attachment behaviour like crying, reaching out and smiling, the child seeks to connect to a parental figure. Cooperating over a longer period of time with a sensitive, responsive parental figure will teach the child how to satisfy his or her needs, help develop self-efficiency, and result in a lasting affective bond between the child and the parental figure.

Safety needs may be different for each child. For a child, this need may as the need for a safe family environment. There must be safety in the home, with warmth and love.
[image: Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs: Why It Still Matters In 2020 - Digital.com]
(Source: Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs (2020)

Maslow’s Hierarchy of needs is a respected assessment that is used in many different professions, mainly those in the fields of education and health care. the ideas of needs are focused on order, as the body needs the most basic needs for survival before moving on to more difficult needs. 
Maslow (1943) originally stated that individuals must satisfy lower level needs before continuing to meet higher level growth needs. However, he later explained that fulfilment of a needs is not an “all-or-none” phenomenon, admitting that his earlier accounts may have given “the false impression that a need must be satisfied 100 percent before the next need emerges” (1987).













Partnerships 
Partnerships are a big part in Early Years Setting as the practitioners, parents, social workers, school nurse and speech and language all need to work together to ensure the child has a smooth settling in period.   
There are many ways practitioners and parents can work together. The EYFS concentrates on four factors, including:  
· Supporting learning and development 
· Sharing information
· Supporting
· Making decisions and encouraging different methods and courses of action.
It is important that parents are kept informed throughout the child’s attendance in the setting so that they know how the child is progressing throughout the class. Every child should be treated fairly and equally no matter their disability, ethnic, religion, class, or poverty. 
It is good for a parent to be involved in the partnership of the child.
· They know their child best
· They feel comfortable with asking for help or advice
· Makes the transition smoother process
Different settings may have different ways of communicating with parents/guardian but there is no right or wrong way of having a partnership. 
[image: ]Bronfenbrenner ecological model acted as a structure for the study as it focuses on the connection between home and school setting that impacts the child’s development and learning. If there is not any communication between the school and home, then that can take a negative lap in the child’s learning and further education. As if there is a lack of communication then neither parent nor practitioner will know how the child is progressing in either setting. 

(Source: Bronfenbrenner Ecological Theory, 2014)


[image: Early Years - Making Life Better Together]It is vital for parents and other agencies such as speech and language therapists, translator or support agencies to have a good channel of communication because if there is a delay in the child’s development or a language barrier then the partnership will be able to make a decision as for what is best for the child to develop the skills better.   
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Interventions 
Intervention is also known as early help. It can happen at any stage of a child’s education. Before a practitioner can detect any problems with a child they would need to do and assessment or an observation on the child by using development sheets or an activity. Once that is completed and the practitioner has gone over the observation and notices there may be a problem they notify the parents to inform them of the concern and they are then able to make a plan together that could result in a better education outcome for the child. 

‘Providing timely support is vital. Addressing a child or family's needs early on can reduce risk factors and increase protective factors in a child's life’ (Early Intervention Foundation (EIF), 2018).
It is important to try and notice any help needed so any interventions needed can be put in place. This can be achieved by giving children start or year and end of year test to see where they were and where they are before moving up a class or school. These can point out if there is any extra help and support is needed.
Protective factors can reduce risk to a child's wellbeing:
· evolving strong social and emotional skills
· having a strong social support for the family – including support
· good parental mental health
· income support, benefits, and advice
A good way to get to know the children is an all about me sheet which will tell you personal things to each child such as:
· likes/dislikes
· favourite toy
· any pets
· favourite colour
· any toys they prefer to play with 






Outcomes 
All children are never the same and all learn at different paces. They all have different traits, skills, backgrounds, personalities, and abilities which will allow them to settle into a new transition and a new routine differently to one another. 
All children should receive equal support and care for the best possible outcomes of the child regardless of disabilities, speech, or hearing difficulties. The rate of development will be different for all the children in the class setting. 
Vygotsky (1896) believed that children are active learners but not solitary learners like Piaget’s theory. He pointed out that children need to interact with other people/children who were more skilled than themselves to further their own education and understandings. This would then allow the child to try to push their own education further and gain more knowledge. Vygotsky (1896) he believed that children who pretend played were gaining more experience of the real world such as being parents or a truck driver which applies to adult life.
Allowing children to have a lot of active learning can help to enhance their understanding of the world they will grow up into. Also allowing them to be more hands on with learning such as messy play and rainy days outside playing can promote a boost in their imagination and understanding of nature. 
By having a get to know me sheet is a really good way to get to know a child especially if they are very shy and/or nervous of starting a new setting. Having items already in place for a child starting for the first time can also help to build the child’s confidence in coming into class and meeting everyone who is present at the time and making new friends.
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Five Environmental Layers

1. Microsystem
Meaningful one on one interactions
2. Mesosystem

Relationships between two or more microsystems, such as what is learned at
home culturally. L5

3. Exosystems

Environment that effect how one develops that is out of their control. Such as

salary increase.
4. Macrosystems

Large cultural and social structural elements of the environment that
shape human development. Example: marriage ceremonies, outbreak of
AIDS.
5. Chronosystems

Big events in the world that help psychologist understand the affect it
will impact in a person’s development through time. Example: A family
going through a divorce, nations going to war.
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