Grace Nicholls

In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues? Base your response on your specific piece of theatre your are creating

[bookmark: _GoBack]Touring theatre can affect our audience of key stage 2 pupils in many different factors of social, political and cultural issue.
“It’s practitioners saw it as their responsibility to relate to the major events that affected young peoples lives” 1.
“The format also reflected a philosophical as well as an educational stance ‘Theatre for social change’ rather than ‘Building audiences for the future’ was the way most practitioners preferred to see their work.” 2. 
Touring theatre and theatre in education is a way of igniting the young people’s imagination, critical debate and making a difference to their lives to create a difference to plastic pollution. 

The social aspect highlighted in our piece is how little action people are taking people being uneducated on this problem and starting with young people will help us change the future of our plastic pollution. 
“In the past 100 years humans have produced a lot of plastic. The benefits of plastic are that it’s cheap and strong, light and extraordinarily versatile. So it’s not surprising we’re using mountains of the stuff.” 3. 
Plastic is seen as an essential to our lives and is involved in many aspects. 
[bookmark: bb0090]“Production of plastic has increased from 0.5 million tonnes in 1950 to 260 million tonnes in 2007 (Plastic Europe, 2008). This increase in usage, especially disposable items of packaging, which make up 37% of all the plastic produced (Plastic Europe, 2008), has created waste management issues with end of life plastics accumulating in landfill and in natural habitats” 4. 
A big part of society today is the drive for recycling as it is something that local authorities including a focus in schools and households. 
“Only 9% of all plastic waste has ever been recycled” 5. 
We identify the issue of recycling in our ‘Plastic Prison’ scene and how we each play different plastic characters from a contaminated yogurt pot, plastic straw and a barbie doll and each of us as a story of how we could have been recycled but people don’t know what to do with us such as not cleaning out the items, using the wrong recycling bin and not knowing that items can be recycled. I show this through my character ‘Tina the Toothbrush’ as toothbrushes aren’t noticed as recyclable but are.
“Accepted Waste. Please send us any brand toothpaste tubes and caps, toothbrushes (including electric toothbrush heads), toothbrush and toothpaste tube outer packaging and floss containers.
Once full, bring your box to any UPS location or schedule a collection to send your items back to TerraCycle using the pre-paid UPS shipping label which is already affixed to your box. When we receive your box, we'll safely recycle all of the collected materials.” 6. 

The political factor to plastic pollution is different Government policies and the 25 year plan. 
“…steps to tackle a wide range of environmental issues, including plastic waste and the impact it has on the marine environment…pledged to eradicate all avoidable plastic waste by the end of 2042..” 
“…even small economic reuse and the reduction of waste, in this case of around 9 billion bags a year…Plan proposed an extension of the plastic carrier bag charge to small retailers to further reduce unnecessary plastic waste and discourage litter.” 7.
We identify the politics in our piece through our court scene with the character Alice has the defendant with the crimes of plastic pollution just like using a plastic bottle once and putting it into general waste and showing that it all starts with us and the individual and how the humans are destroying the marine life and humanising the animals makes the young audience connect to the issue and identify with themselves for committing these ‘crimes’.  
In the landfill scene it shows how plastic has ended up in a landfill site and with loads more and how little items get recycled and how the Government don’t know what to do with the waste and just keep putting it into these sites.
“Every year, 18 million tonnes of waste is sent to a UK landfill site.” 8.
“UK biodegradable municipal waste (BMW) sent to landfill in 2016 was similar to that in 2015, remaining at approximately 7.7 million tonnes” 9.

The cultural issues are how it provides work and livelihoods for many people in the UK.
We identify this with the plastic manufacturing industry in the ‘Plastic Prison’ scene as the worker is told ever changing rules on recycling and on what to do with the waste.
“With a combined turnover of over £19 billion, the UK remains one of the top 5 processors of plastics in the EU with some 4.8 million tonnes of materials processed every year. There are over 3,000 primary processors and 7,500 companies in the UK Plastics Industry employing over 180,000 people, equating to 7% of all employees in the UK manufacturing sector.” 10.
The sea monster story identifies ‘camp fire scary stories’ and how the children can relate and engage with the description of the horror of all the rubbish in the sea as the Great Pacific Garbage Patch.
“The system consists of a 600-meter-long floater that sits at the surface of the water and a tapered 3-meter-deep skirt attached below. The floater provides buoyancy to the system and prevents plastic from flowing over it, while the skirt stops debris from escaping underneath.” 11. 
Also in the Tea Party scene where ‘Shelly the Turtle’ is grieving her late Gran that was killed by plastic as we want to make a change when it affects us or someone we are close to or feel sympathy for like this character and having a fun situation and making people think of the affects.  
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