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[bookmark: _Toc141121865]Introduction 
The safeguard policies and practices are known to be an important part of the society, which allows prevention of the abusive acts against the victims. Often, the abusive acts are being made to the most vulnerable groups in the society, like the children or women, and that can be found in different ways. The safeguard practices are allowed to ensure safety of these people with the help of a legal framework that can help in managing such sadistic, illegal and inhumanity practices against the vulnerable groups. This assignment will identify the importance of these safeguard practice with some relevant examples.    
[bookmark: _Toc141121866]Safeguard policies and procedures 
As described by Firmin (2020), the safeguard policies refer to the guidelines that are being defined and set for being incorporated in the Environmental Framework. Mostly, this is being done under the social framework, which can help in setting the forward requirements and procedural activities for the environmental screening of the relevant sub projects of the society.  This includes multiple factors, or it can be done in multiple aspects. For example, the children, women are the most important part, who can be brought under the safeguard practice. According to Spreadbury and Hubbard (2020), this can also be done on the materialistic perception as well. In this case, the acquisition and resettlement or land, preparation for environmental plans can be referred as the social safeguard practices. However, that can differ from one nation or locality from another, but the main aspect of introducing such safeguard practices and policies is to address the social risks and concerns. 
As referred by Tamers et al. (2020), the social safeguard policies are healing to prevent and mitigate the issues in society. This can also help to protect the people against the undue harm from social entities and environment and ensure a developmental process for humanity. Besides, this can also help in to compensate the affected people and help in restoring the livelihoods of the society, at least to the prior development intervention level. Hence, this can be an important part of the social framework, which is based on the legal framework and judiciary system and it allows the people to pursue a safer or environment to live (Spreadbury and Hubbard, 2020). The main target of ensuring the safeguards policies in society is to serve for identity, avoid and minimize the harms for people as well as environment. This has been introduced from the government entity to addresses certain risks and ensure necessary investments in such projects for further development.        
[bookmark: _Toc141121867]Safeguard cases 
Star Hobson case 
In context of the safeguard cases in society, children act as the most vulnerable factor in this case (Levine, Morton and O’Reilly, 2020). Most cases are being done on children and that makes an immense impact on the society and their latter life. In this case, a case of Star Hobson can be included, which sets the question on the burden of children services in society. The case shows a terrible incident, in which a child has been murdered after a months of abuse. The most surprising incident was that, the entire abusive incidents have been done by the parents of this little 16 month old-Star Hobson (Butler, 2021). Her mother’s partner Savannah Brockhill showed cruelty and abuse to the child, while her mother Frankie Smith was found guilty as well. 
In this case, the safeguard practice has been issued against the shattering killing incident. In this case, the murder incident of this 16-month old little child, Star Hobson, who has been beaten to death by her family members, her mother’s partner, has been given justice by law. Her mother’s partner Savannah Brockhill was convicted of murder and making cruelty and abuse to the little child (Butler, 2021). Besides, her mother, Frankie Smith has also proven guilty in this case. She has been accused for allowing the death of the child or supporting the abusive act on her daughter. Both of these people were sentenced under the legal framework of the society, which shows the safeguard against the most vulnerable part of the society, or the children (Levine, Morton and O’Reilly, 2020). 
However, the incident has also been observed in a similar unpleasant incident, which was occurred in another child. Some other incidents can also been identified in this case, which can be referred as the safeguard against the social issue, like child abusive practices (Levine, Morton and O’Reilly, 2020). However, a common pattern that has been found in such cases is that, in most of the cases, the attack is coming from the close people of the child. For example, the parents and carers were being accused for causing the violence against the children (Butler, 2021). This must set an alarm for the social workers t take the preventive measures against such cases, where, the children are being tortured or abused by their family members and slipped through safeguard net towards tragic consequences.      
A heart wrenching story of Arthur Labinjo-Hughes can also be included in this case, who was also been suffered from the abusive acts from the family members. It was an appalling case, in which a six-year old child was abused tortured and beaten to death (Butler, 2021). Surprisingly or unfortunately, in this case, the accused person was the stepmother of the little child, Emma Tustin. She has beaten the child during the Covid-19 lockdown period. However, the legal framework of the society has also made its own way towards justice, and showed the safeguard against the child abuse act in society (Levine, Morton and O’Reilly, 2020). Emma Tustin has been sentenced for jailed for 29 years and Arthur’s father Thomas Hughes was also found guilty and received 21 years for manslaughter.   
As commented by Lines et al. (2023), the incidents off child abuse can be referred as a lack or gap in the safeguard practices for the children. This can be considered as a shock at the inhumanity of the perpetrators, in which the accused people have shown the cruelty and brutality to the victim. These incidents has also shown the narcissism and sadistic determination, that ultimately leaded the person to cause harm to the children, who are the most vulnerable and easy target for them. According to Firmin and Lloyd (2020), there comes the responsibility from the respective authority to found the guilty and ensure that they are punished well against their act of cruelty. Besides, this also ensures that the safeguard is ensured for the vulnerable children against these people.
As stated by Lines et al. (2023), often the gap can be found at the social level, where the social workers or the respective people have missed the chances to protect these children. In case of these above incidents, they have potentially missed the chances to interfere on these tragic incidents and save children like Arthur and Star. For example, it has been identified that, in case of Star, a social worker has visited and almost 6 referrals were made prior to her death by her well-wishers.  According to p.104668.), the social workers often close the cases, while the police only visited single time and arrange the  necessary things. This shows that there may be a gap between policy determination and action taking regarding the child safeguard practice.       
[bookmark: _Toc141121868]Child sex abuse case 
The abusive incidents were also been found to the children, or women, in which the sexual abuse has been observed, and that brought under the safeguard case practices. However, the case disclose the abuse ring, in which seven children, who all are been aged only 12 years or even younger were been abused. This case has spanned nearly a decade in Walsall and Wolverhampton (Flash and Mackie, 2023). However, the safeguard practice that has been observed in this case was to ensure the confidentially of the identities of these people, and not published to protect the identities of the victims. This incident was genuinely a critical though delicate unfortunate incident that has been occurred to these victims and the safeguard practices made in this case was proven effective (Russell and Higgins, 2020). 
The concern for this incident became known in the year 2014, when one of the victims went to visit in a hospital. This was occurred after 3 years of being devastated from the abusive practices on the victims. The child has told that to the carer and discuss about the extent of abuse to that person (Flash and Mackie, 2023). This has further leaded to a 6-year long police investigation, and after that investigation, the West Midlands police has mentioned that incident as the largest child sex-abuse case in force’s history. The legal and judiciary bodies have mentioned the sentence for the accused and guilt people and that can be counted as the safeguard practice against such a hilarious crime or the unlawful act in society (Russell and Higgins, 2020). 
In this case, 13 of the defendants have been jailed due to their criminal activities, though 4 of them  has been sentenced for later date and another four people have been given to the non custodial sentences for their act. However, the discussion about the case is not permissible now a day, as this may harm the confidentiality of the victims (Russell and Higgins, 2020). Hence, now, the case is only reported as the series of trials for this case has only ended in last year. However, the review of this case was carried out by BBC, was found 4 years back. Here, the Walsall Safeguarding Partnership (WSP) has been proven responsible for ensuring the safeguard for the vulnerable children as well as adults in the locality (Flash and Mackie, 2023).  
In this case, the inquiry has directly done by following the WSP child sexual abuse strategy. This has shaped the training, which has been offered to the frontline staffs, in context of encountering such cases in practice (Flash and Mackie, 2023). This strategy is also reviewed by years after and the lessons are being taken from the court cases, as a part of this review activity. Here, the most emphasis has been given to the children and young people for showing their courage to come forward. All of these have helped them to take the legal actions against such activities, with the help and support of the local agencies, which have provided the stability to the situation, as well as the care and safe homes for the affected people (Russell and Higgins, 2020).
As opined by Quayle (2020), in many of such cases of abusive activities, often the victims have lost the courage to come forward. Even, it also affects their social reputations, and the victims may lose support from the society that also acts as a hindrance of this justice movement. Here, no such issues have encountered, which can be considered as a positive sign for the safeguard activities.  The care and safe homes of that place, as well as the local agencies has helped to develop confidence among these people to fight against that abusive act. According to Russell, Higgins and Posso (2020), that can be done by public interest or the partnership overriding concern that help the people to overcome the horrific events in their later life and future aspects.
As mentioned by Quayle (2020), the partnership work is one of the most important lesson or movement, which is required for managing a safeguard activity. Besides, the professionals must not show any complacency while pursuing such cases, mostly, which contains such horrific and abusive practice. However, the professional must practice to identify and respond against concerns or risks associated with such cases of sexual abuse. According to Russell, Higgins and Posso (2020), the support from all agencies can also help in developing the multi agency arrangements and that can protect the children and young people from such incidents. Besides, this can also be found as the inspiration for all people who face such tragic incidents in their life and help them to come forward with coordinated and effective response.         
[bookmark: _Toc141121869]Importance of the safeguard policies 
As discussed by Singh and Lehl (2020), the safeguard practice is an important part of the society, which protects both the children and adults from any sorts of harm, injury and neglect. The practice can be imposed on any social extent and at any level. This ensures the safety and wellbeing of the adults and children, which acts as the important concern for the society, when it comes in case of social activities. According to Appleton et al. (2023), the safeguard policies helps the people to stay safe in society or in case of any harm to them, ensure proper penalty to the accused individual to avoid such nuisance in society. This can also protects the child and adults from any sufferings from others. 
As suggested by Singh and Lehl (2020), the safeguard policies and practices can be introduced at the social entities to maintain safety of the vulnerable groups. Although, the policies are being addressed for all people, the major vulnerability is found among the children and women. The policies ensure that these vulnerable groups remain safely within society or ensure all judicial support to them. According to Appleton et al. (2023), this can help in preventing the harm or hazards to these people and make them feel safe and acquire the necessary social supports from surroundings. Thus, this acts as the important tool through which the people can meet the services at multiple extents, like schools, workplaces, and so on in society. 
As identified by Mason-Jones and Loggie (2020), the safeguard policies reduce the chances of harm to the vulnerable groups of the society with the judicial and legal framework. Besides, this also sets a framework that can be practiced to ensure safety of these people. For example, in case of the child abuse or beating incident, the carers or social workers get involved and take necessary actions to ensure that these children get free from the traumatic and tragic situation, unfortunately from their own family members. According to Mason-Jones and Loggie (2020), the safeguard policies can also take necessary actions to those people, who have proven guilty to such cases. This can help in reducing the chances of such abuse to children in society.  
As focused by Ramaswamy and Seshadri (2020), the safeguard policies can also help in setting a supportive environment for the victims, and ensures their human rights to live with proper reputation and social standards. For example, the case of child sex abuse, the safeguard policies not only took standpoint against the accused and sentenced them against their activities, but also supported the victims in many ways. They avoided the disclosure of any news or information about the victims in public platforms to protect the confidentiality and social position of the victims. The reports only are published after completion of trials and local agencies supported the people to come forward. According to Mason-Jones and Loggie (2020), this can act as social support system for people.         
[bookmark: _Toc141121870]Conclusion 
From the above discussion, it can be identified that the safeguard policies and practices are mend for the betterment of the society or in other words ensure a safer environment for the people. This can come from multiple aspects, though in this report, the key focus has imposed on the most vulnerable group off the society, children. Two incidents or cases have incorporated this assignment based on which the safeguard practices on children can be identified. This includes the abusive acts on children, like beating and sexual exploitation of children against that the legal and judiciary movements have developed.  
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