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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

In this answer I will reflect on a policing incident that I played a significant role in dealing with the victim of a domestic abuse from her husband. I had to determine the victim’s vulnerability and manage the risk to her and her two children that live at the address based on the evidence that she presented to me. I had to develop a working strategy and refer to national and Gwent police legislation and policies to not only effect a prompt investigation into the alleged offences but to safeguard the victim and vulnerable children to protect them from repeat victimisation from the offender by collaborating with social services and the council.

A female in her late thirties contacted police to report ongoing domestic abuse from her husband. The abuse was in the form of controlling and coercive behaviour and violent behaviour in the form of a low-level common assault. Her main source of distress was the controlling behaviour, however. The female told the attending officer that her husband had previously assaulted her two children who are not his children whilst living in a different force area in England, she told officers that that incident had previously been reported but it was not clear what action had been taken in relation to this. After the mother had disclosed this, she provided attending officers with a witness statement making a formal complaint against her husband. Shortly after this, however she withdrew her complaint and stated that she did not support formal police action. Following this I had to decide whether pursuing a non-victim led prosecution was in the public interest. As per (Crown Prosecution Service, 2022) guidelines prosecutors must carefully evaluate the interests and safety of the child and adult victim when determining when a victim is unwilling to support a prosecution officers must decide whether pursuing a prosecution is in the public interest. (Anderson, Boyle, Cook, Hartley, & Roberts, 2001) states that there are many reasons for a domestic abuse victim to withdraw an official complaint. These include but are not limited to fear of the perpetrator or potential abuse from the perpetrators family, family of the victim, the wider community, losing children to social services, lack of understanding or information about the criminal and civil processes as well as the possibility of bail conditions. 

(Holt, 2008) study shows that living with domestic violence can have a huge impact on children and teens. Those effects can stay with them even after safety precautions have been adopted. Holt’s study concludes that children actively create their own social reality and there is rarely a direct pathway leading to a definitive outcome. The need for intervention implies that the safeguarding procedures in must be built upon and each approach to this must be unique, timely and suitable for each case as everyone is different with its own strength’s, challenges, and weaknesses.

Based on this it was decided that appropriate action must be taken to safeguard the victim and her children from further violence from the perpetrator. Officers documented their observations based on the disclosures made by the victim and it was decided that it was in the public interest to proceed with a non-victim led case. On attending the address shared by both the victim and the perpetrator we were met by the victim who answered the door to police. She appeared to be shocked that we were there as she had withdrawn her complaint. She stated that her husband was at the address and stated that she didn’t know why we were there asking “what has he done?” In his presence to appeal to him and imply that she had not spoken to police and was just as confused about the situation as he was. The male, equally shocked was arrested and removed from the property. 

(Pizzley, 2020) states that escalating domestic abuse cases has resulted in a 10% increase in female homicides in 2020 which has increased consecutively for two years and that 38% of female homicides in the United Kingdom. This upwards trend is concerning, and intervention is essential. Even though the victim is not supportive at this time the arrest is necessary to support the victim.

After the male had been arrested and removed from the property, the victim agreed to speak to me further about what had happened. She admitted, away from her husband that she knew why we were there, but she was shocked that we had arrested him. She stated that she would not be providing a formal complaint and would not provide an official statement to aid the police investigation into the alleged offences. As investigators this makes evidence gathering that will prosecuting the offender far more difficult, (Carnes, 2020) states that between 2017-2018, 51% of domestic abuse cases in England and Wales were unsuccessful because the victim refused to assist the prosecution and refused to attend court. This is thought to be because the abuser has a control over the victim and the victim is in fear of the abuser even after he or she is arrested.  The victim asked repeatedly if her husband would know that she wasn’t supporting the investigation in an official capacity even though she however did make further disclosures in an informal capacity. 

The victim disclosed that her husband was controlling her through coercive behaviour. She stated that they are originally from the Kent area and he had moved them and her children to Pontypool away from her family and friends. She told me that she doesn’t work and only has access to money to buy food for her and her children if he is in a good mood, before she met her husband, she was a paediatric nurse. She stated that “When its good its really good, when its bad its really bad.” She believed that he had moved them away from his friends and family to avoid any criticism for his behaviour. He is white and the victim and her children are of Indian descent, she told me that he uses racial slurs and has called her a n*gg*r during verbal arguments in front of her children. 

(Stark, 2012) states that the police and external services failed in many cases to safeguard domestic violence victims prior to coercive control becoming a criminal offence on 29 December 2015. Since its inception it gives the police and authorities greater powers to combat domestic abuse and safeguard victims before the behaviour of the perpetrator escalates their behaviour to physical violence. 

The victim also disclosed that her husband had been violent towards her two children. She told me that he had pushed her son down the stairs when he was misbehaving, and he had pulled her five-year-old daughters’ hair and slapped her. This highlighted the increasing seriousness of the developing situation and further affirmed the importance for police intervention. 


(Pringley, 2017) study concluded that domestic violence has an impact on everyone who is exposed to it, including perpetrators, victims and any children present in these incidents. Its crucial to comprehend how complicated domestic violence is and the  study concluded that domestic violence has an affect on children’s behaviour, coping mechanisms and developmental stages that include: dysregulation of the cognitive and emotional systems, effects on the internalising and externalising behavioural systems are the first two. The results demonstrate that children that are frequently exposed to domestic violence are more likely to experience issues with their overall development. 

(Carrell, 2010) states that domestic violence has a direct link to decreasing test scores, decline in performance and decline in behavioural standards in schools. He states that this is not exclusive to the child in question but can also rub off on other students creating an overall decline of the whole class as a result. In my case it’s clear that safeguarding beyond police intervention needs to be put in place for the sake of the children’s development, this extra support must come from social services and the schools.

The victim willingly disclosed the actions of her husband but still refused to support the investigation in a formal capacity, she stated “I want him to have a good talking to and know that it’s not acceptable to treat a woman and children like he has.” It appears that she had not fully understood the severity of the situation. I asked her opinion of the possibility of bail conditions being placed on her husband; she was not happy about this but understood that the conditions would prevent him from seeing her and the children whilst the case progressed, she agreed to stick with them if they were put into place. 

On coming away from the address I had increasing concerns about the children if conditions were not adhered to or put in place as a result of a lack of evidence in the case. Our standard procedures of putting in a public protection notice report for social services to review, in this case it appeared that that would not be adequate for this action alone and a more immediate consultation would be more appropriate in this case. (Stanley, 2010) states in his study that only a small portion of cases that are referred to social services by the police result in a formal assessment for further action and less still for a face-to-face consultation so the threat, risk harm criteria would have to be reasonable to get an immediate reaction on their part. 

The victim was re-visited with a social services worker with the purpose of safeguarding the children. The social worker warned the victim that they would need to see her follow their safeguarding advice or they would have grounds and a responsibility to seek a court order to safeguard the child (King, 2023) states that social services could and would be obliged to seek a court order if they have concerns that a child is experiencing emotional or physical neglect. The ongoing case could be used as evidence in relation to the children’s safety and wellbeing at risk. The victim seemed to pay particular attention to this and stated that the children will come first every time. They also gave her information on local agencies and advice on networking in the local community. The victim entered an agreement with social services that she would not let her husband into the address that night, regardless of if he had bail conditions or not to ensure the children’s safety, she stated that he would be furious that he was arrested.

As per force police in relation to domestic violence I explained to the victim that if conditions were not met to impose bail conditions then a Domestic Violence Protection Notice leading to a Domestic Violence Protection Order would be sought out by police. (Home office, 2022) guidance states that a DVPN is an emergency non-molestation order that the police can issue. A hearing by the courts must happen within 48 hours of this to decide if a DVPO is granted, if so there will be conditions placed on the subject for 28 days. I explained its similarity to bail conditions, and this is a likely outcome if it is deemed that there is not enough evidence to charge her husband. She again stated that she wouldn’t be supportive of this but agreed to abide by the conditions if it was put in place. Social services also strongly re-affirmed the importance of her abiding by any conditions imposed.

The subject denied all involvement with the alleged offences, but the evidence proved to be enough to seek advice from the Crown Prosecution Service on making a charging decision. He was placed on bail which as (Oppenheim, 2021) states that the new position for police forces in England and Wales is the presumption in favour of bail in cases of domestic violence and domestic abuse. She states that prior to this policy update there was too many perpetrators contacting the victim with no conditions placed on them resulting in further risk to the victim. Bail conditions are there to safeguard the victim and deem the offender arrestable if they are breaking the conditions that are placed on them. Currently this case is still ongoing but the combined efforts of the police and social services are ensuring that the victim and her children are safe from further harm from the perpetrator.
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Task 2

This is a reminder that this TASK 2 section is an opportunity for you to answer one question which should be relevant to the “advanced learning” area that you have chosen.  The advanced learning lecture that you choose to attend will assist you in answering this task. 



Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 




Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	 

 Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:

In this answer I will discuss a domestic abuse case of which I had sole responsibility for from start to end, I will reflect on my handling and progression of the case and decision-making process as per (ACPO Ethics Portfolio and the National Risk Coordination Group, 2012) the national decision model. I will discuss how I assessed the evidence that was presented to me, then mow I used that evidence to assess the threat, risk and harm to the victim. From there I determined the powers that I would use based on the alleged offences as well as the domestic violence policies that are employed by Gwent police. I will then assess and critically evaluate the actions that I took and reflect on how they safeguarded the victim and consolidated a strong case against the offender in relation to an escalating domestic abuse case.

The incident first came to my attention where the victim attended the police station unannounced asking to speak to an officer. She stated that her ex-partner had been sending her unwanted and repeated text messages since their breakup at the start of the year, she had not replied to any of the messages and hoped that he would stop. She had been deleting the messages that had been sent at the start of the year as she didn’t want anything to do with him anymore and believed that he would get bored and stop. The messages were continuous, and this raised concerns for the victim. She then began keeping the messages to provide evidence to the police if she needed action taken against the perpetrator. Recently he had started showing up at her address, this happened on three separate occasions, two of the times she was out, and her ring doorbell had captured him attending her address and loitering outside. The third time, she and her young daughter where inside the address and he attended the address once more, he demanded that she let him into the address, and she refused pleading with him to leave her alone for nearly half an hour. This time she stated that she was in fear of what he would do next and feared for her and her daughter’s safety. 

Based off the following behaviours: Obsession– a persistent disturbing preoccupation with an often-unreasonable idea or feeling; an idea or thought that continually preoccupies or intrudes on a person's mind (Merriam Webster dictionary) Fixation – the state of being unable to stop thinking about something or someone, or an unnaturally strong interest in something or someone (Cambridge dictionary) I identified that these actions constituted stalking and needed to be treated seriously and promptly to safeguard the victim before the perpetrator’s behaviour further escalated, Escalation in stalking cases a risk factor in itself (Mullen, 2008).

(Monckton-Smith, Szymanska, Haile, Lamplugh Trust, 2017) states that there is a clear link between stalking and female homicide. They state that in 94% of female homicides were victims of stalking prior to them being murdered. That stalking is a key indicator for future potential serious harm. They state stalking should be identified not only off actions but intention. Due to the very percentage of stalking in homicide cases it is imperative to identify stalking early, the seriousness should not be determined by the stalking actions, safeguarding is important and regular victim contact is essential to ensure that any conditions placed on the suspect are being adhered too. Their study also states that stalking can lead to the victim being in debilitating fear of violence or sexual violence without any violence being threatened, this can have negative effects on the victim’s mental and physical health through stress. (Rosenfeld, 2004) 

At first the victim only wanted the police to warn him off and have a word with him asking him to leave her alone. I explained to her that stalking can escalate and that we would need to act and in an official capacity whether she formally supported the case or not. (James and Farnham 2003) found that prior visits to the victim’s house and previous sexual intimacy were linked to significant violence and they claim that stalking practices are diverse and complicated. There are significant seeming differences between stalkers who use more serious violence and those who use lower degrees of violence and that identifying those who represent risk early on is critical. It was clear that action had to be taken on the male to ensure that safeguarding measures could be put in place with immediate effect. 


The victim stated that the stalking had only began since the relationship had ended, she stated that previously her ex-partner was what most people would regard as normal. The victim told me that since the breakup he is now living alone in a small flat and hasn’t had a partner and doesn’t have many friends, she believes that this is contributing to his behaviour. (Mullen, 1999) described five categories of stalking: rejected, intimacy seeking, incompetent, resentful and predatory. The suspect in this case is displaying most of if not all these categories in his behaviours. 

The victim agreed to complete a Domestic Abuse, Stalking and Harassment and Honour Based Violence (DASH, 2009) Risk Identification and Assessment and Management Model as introduced by (Richards, 2009) to assess the risk to the victim as per police procedures in all domestic crimes and incidents. The questionnaire indicated that she was at considerable risk of harm based on the answers that she gave, everything indicating that the behaviour of the offender was escalating and that her and her daughter were at risk. This was later submitted for review and the DASH was given a medium risk rating indicating that the victim was at risk of harm from the subject although its not believed to be imminent.

After completing the DASH she understood the potential for escalation, the victim agreed to provide a statement and she produced the evidence required to build a stalking case. She understood concerns that I had and agreed that formal police action would be the most effective way to end his behaviour and safeguard both herself and her child. I conducted checks into the male before acting as I wanted to see if he had a previous history of being a domestic abuse aggressor. He did have previous cases against his mother, the checks also revealed that he is a diagnosed paranoid schizophrenic. one in five stalkers is psychotic at the time of the pursuit and is usually motivated by a delusional belief that is directly related, such as erotomania (Meloy, 1999). This suggests that the mental disorder that the perpetrator has could be a contributing factor to him stalking the victim. 

Erotomania is a delusional condition with a precise and emotionally explosive start that initially has no links with major mental health symptoms other than erotomaniac features. Characteristic delusion is only one indication of a more generalised psychotic illness and is frequently aggravated by those suffering with mental health issues. Morbid infatuation preoccupies the subject and they can exclude all other interests, causing significant disruption to their lives leading to a tireless pursuit of the person, typically with rising intrusiveness. (Lloyd-Goldstien, 1998)

Shortly after the suspect’s home address was attended and he was arrested and taken into police custody for questioning, there was no further evidence of his behaviour inside his home address, but his mobile phone was seized to seek further evidence in the form of messages that had been deleted by the victim to greater evidence the offence of stalking. The male appeared to not fully understand what was going on, he stated “Stalking isn’t a crime” several times when I was with him prior to his interview, and he appeared to not fully understand the unfolding situation. He also referred to his diagnosis for paranoid schizophrenia on several occasions. I had suspicion that the male was vulnerable and to ensure that I was compliant legal practices (Ventress, Rix, Kent, 2018) I deemed that it was appropriate to have an appropriate adult in interview to allow for the subject to give a fair account and ensure that he is fully understanding the process in accordance with Police and Criminal Evidence Act: Code C, 1984.

During the interview the male denied the allegations and provided no credible account or evidence to disprove the offence. Based on the evidence and the account taken from the victim it was deemed that as per (Crown Prosecution Service, 2020) The threshold has been met where there is a realistic prospect of a conviction, but the case is domestic related which would require CPS charging advice. Bail conditions were placed on the suspect whilst his phone was being examined by specialist officers to further evidence the stalking. (Crown Prosecution Service, 2022) states that Prosecutors should ensure that any bail conditions requested prioritise the safety of the adult and child victim and any dependents. In this case safeguarding the victim and her daughter was the victim’s top priority, this was made easier because the daughter had no affiliation with the suspect.  The suspect and the victim had no other reason to communicate so the conditions were simple and direct that the suspect is not to contact the victim or attend her home address, this is leaving the suspect with much freedom of movement and is not overly restrictive. The victim was very happy with the conditions and felt like she had been appropriately safeguarded. 

As per (College of policing, 2021) Victims code, I have been providing regular updates to the victim on the progression of the case and the extension of bail conditions. Each time I have contacted her she is uninterested with the progression of the case and the possibility that her ex-partner getting charged and sentenced but praises the bail conditions that have been placed on him and states that they have been effective in keeping him away from her and her daughter.

Since being arrested, however the suspect has been calling police on numerous occasions reporting that since he has been on bail his ex-partner has in fact been stalking him (Hester, 2009) outlines that stalkers will often try to discredit the victim in any way that they can to make them seem untrustworthy. (McEwan, 2011) states that the perpetrator will often try to manipulate the narrative against the victim and its important for investigators to consider the motivation for them doing this and investigators need remember the context of the case. Each of the instances were investigated and each of these instances have been deemed false and an attempt to upset the ongoing case.

The offender has been charged in relation to this case and is awaiting sentencing. The victim has been effectively safeguarded and she is happy with the handling of the case. I critically assessed the challenges that developed as the case developed and had sole responsibility for ensuring that the investigation was prompt and effective whilst safeguarding the victim and her child going forward. There were multiple challenges in this case including the mental health of the suspect and the false reports that he was making.
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Task 2 Option 2: 


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

[bookmark: _Int_iqtpDieQ]In regard to community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 
















Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 4


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	 
Critically analyse an investigation, that you have led, commenting on the effectiveness of the National Intelligence Model and the importance of the role played by cross border cooperation in relation to your information and intelligence. 
Reference how effective information and intelligence was used within your operation, and how you used specialist intelligence toles to support your complex investigation.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





Answer: 
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