[bookmark: _GoBack]Discuss two types of play and how these can be supported in practice. (750 words)
Imaginative play will be engaged when a child encounters a roleplay situation. In essence, imaginative play is simply roleplay, with situations they have experienced, or would like to experience through their interests and likes. Imaginative play can occur when a child is playing alone, or alongside peers and staff within practices. (Therapy Focus, 2023) Imaginative play can promote a child holistic development and does not have a specific area of development. From a physical perspective, imaginative play promotes the correct functioning of a child's gross and fine motor skills, as children will manevour through roleplay activities and will learn how to manipulate objects through the engagement of their hands, with examples of children using dolls and ‘dressing up’ these objects will require hand eye co-ordination and close manipulation of these toys. Vygotsky commends imaginative play, and the intellectual benefits children receive from the promotion of imaginative play in practices. Vygotsky argues that actively allowing imaginative play will allow children to think more abstractly, allow the child to problem-solve within scenarios they create themselves or through situations they may experience. (National Library of Medicine, 2015.) Imaginative play also encourages the emotional development of children engaging in imaginative play. Imaginative play can promote the regulation and recognition of a child’s own emotions. (Lillard, A.S. 2013.) As children become aware of their own emotions, they will also begin to acknowledge other children’s emotions through the competence of understanding their own. By encouraging imaginative play, the social skills of children will progress. As children explore imaginative play they will naturally begin to explore and form relationships with those who naturally surround them. Imaginative allows children to grow in confidence and develop their language skills and their ability to form and maintain conversations. These can all be supported within practices with practitioners allowing designated time for the children to explore and lead the play. If a child does not understand the concept, the practitioner can guide the direction of play. Another way to support and encourage the involvement of imaginative play is to involve the children within day-to-day tasks, this will involve incorporate accidental learning. (Therapy Focus, 2023.) By utilising this ‘accidental’ learning children will subconsciously learn and develop holistically benefiting their own development and their progress within practice. (Engage Education, 2019.)
The Early Years Foundation Stage deduce sensory play when used in practice effectively will promote and engage the prime areas of learning and development, these are as listed by the EYFS; ‘Communication and Language, Physical development and personal social and emotional development.’ (Fennies Nurseries, 2021.) Sensory play is the activity where children will use their senses to explore, manoeuvre and understand an environment and the world that surrounds them. These senses are sight, smell, touch, sound and taste. (Twinkl. No Date.) As children progress through milestones and reach new developmental stages, their senses are key to build nerve connections to familiarise and discover the world that surrounds them, this allowing the child to build connections with the environments that will surround them, whether these are familiar or not. (Prendiville, S. and Fearn, M. 2016.) As children utilise and understand their senses this will promote specifically language and social skills alongside their gross and fine motor skills. Each activity surrounding sensory play will be directly linked to a child’s senses, by exploring a variety of textures, tastes and smells. Sensory play can add another integral dimension and depth to a child’s development and play. (Gascoyne, S. 2016.) Sensory play can encourage the use of fine and gross motors with incorporated activities like learning to tie their shoes, or learning to dress themselves, as the children will need to manipulate this object to reach the objective. (Cleveland Clinic, 2022) Sensory play can correlate with the development of gross motor skills. Practitioners can encourage a child’s problem-solving through sensory play using activities such as sorting blocks, buttons, finger painting or through creating sensory bins using dried foods that fosters cognitive stimulation. These activities allow the child to lead their own play, with the children allowed to explore freely and with their imaginations. Sensory play allows children the opportunity to engage in play where they can lead. (The Centered Parent, 2021.) Creating a sensory rich environment will promote a healthy, stimulated development. By allowing the appropriate stimulation within their practice and environments, sensory play an integral to the development of a child’s attention, concentration and focus. Sensory play can be supported by providing a variety of different activities to stimulate each sense. By maintaining this variety, a child will indulge in different activities which will benefit their learning and development. 
Evidence of a clear understanding of why it is important for children to choose their own play and the importance of the role of the adult in children’s play. (750 words)
Research depicts that play is a significant and detrimental aspect of a child’s early life and in overview through entire childhood, as play sets the foundation of not only a child’s learning, but a child’s abilities, development, personal well-being and self-concept. (Hughes, 2001) signifies that children have a biological desire, motivation urges and drive to play. Hughes also suggests that children possess a subconscious desire and is a child’s ’natural phenomenon’ to want to play. Children will benefit most greatly from being allowed the freedom to play without any intervention from adults but remain supervised, this the compromise for children to experience and dictate their own individual play experiences. As when children are allowed this independence, children will become fully immersed in the play they choose to engage or participate in, whether this be with other children or solo play. (Barnett, L.A. 1990.) The level of success that can come from allowing children to play within their own whims is for the adults to ensure the level of play is beneficial to the development and progress of a child’s growth. These experiences during these critical ages, particularly in early years will serve as a method of the child’s blossoming abilities and will be a pivotal time as child will experience rapid development within these years. (Gardner-Neblett, N., et al. 2016) It is essential to allow the children to explore and demonstrate independent play or be allowed the capacity to choose what they initiate and participate with regarding to play activities will prove an extremely determential tell towards the progress of their development and growth to the adults that guide and surround them day to day. (Ginsburg, K.R. and Committee on Psychosocial Aspects of Child and Family Health, 2007.) When children have the power to dictate and direct their own play situations, the child will feel empowered and begin to discover their sense of self and explore what they may like and dislike. This empowerment will help children develop a fundamental emotional and social capacity; intuition. (Whitebread, D., et al. 2012.) Developing this individual sense of their intuition will promote cognitive development as the child will learn to control and recognise feelings and empathy, all giving a better understanding of the world around them. Children when empowered will direct their own independent course and duration of play and will lead with their newfound, developing initiative to potentially create rules within their play, which will increase the attention, creativity and fluidity within their self-directed play. (Whitebread, D. et al. 2012.) There will be factors that are the adult’s responsibility and boundaries to enforce to ensure that the child-led play is indeed to ensure the child is fully engaged and comfortable within their environments and new discoveries and boundaries that will unfold and provide the necessary development and promote the independence and freedom of the child. The adult's role is to ‘socialise’ children and to value, cater and facilitate learning and growth through the world of play. (Lancy, D.F., Grove, M.A., 2010.) Adults can further support and extend play by trying to simply engage and participate within the activity. When adults pay attention, and ensure validation to the activity, the children will feel respected and validated, promoting their confidence and the child’s elf-esteem. The significance of adult involvement is understated., their presence is of important to children, as joining in will encourage the play and creativity of a child's imagination. Adults will have a peak opportunity to learn about the children by being directly involved with their activities. Adults know play promotes the holistic development of a child, by ensuring their emotional involvement it allows the child to begin forming attachments and relationships and this benefits emotional development; such as building their confidence in themselves and trust the instincts and intuition. (Hakkarainen, P., et al. 2013.) (NI Direct, no date) Adults and Practitioners can work collectively both in education settings and at home to support a child’s play. Children interchange their experiences with the adults that surround them and incorporate them into their play. Adults can support this by allowing the designated time for varied activities and ensure a rich learning environment.

In depth discussion and understanding of an observation method for young children.
Choose from the following observation types- scale based observations – Foundation Phase Profile Observations, Schedule of Growing Skills (SOGS), strengths and difficulties questionnaires, Leuven scale. Individual Child Observations – Movement Tracker, Interaction Tracker, running record. (750 words)
Foundation Phase Profile Observations as defined by the Welsh Government is ‘a tool that has been developed as a summative assessment tool using observations and formative assessments to build up a holistic picture of children's development and abilities in key areas’ (Welsh Government. 2015) The Foundation Phase Profile is an essential method to conduct assessments of children’s development, progress and growth throughout the duration of the Foundation Phase. The aim of this profile is to ensure an accurate representation of a curriculum that will benefit children holistically and targets all areas of development with the objective of reliable and useful results. The Foundation Phase Profile can be described as a method of ‘summative assessment’ (Pacey. 2017) A summative assessment will individually assess each child and will compare the results as a collective. (Carnegie Mellon University. 2023.) These results will be accumulated using observations and formal evaluations and examinations of the children within the age range of the foundation phase. (Gov UK. No Date.) This observational method emphasises the imperative nature to include parents within the observational structure, with details, finding and progress being promoted to be relayed to parents to become aware of the child’s progress, to ensure progress is maintained outside of the educational setting. (Siraj-Blatchford, I., et al. 2007) The Foundation Phase Profile Observations are conducted within four different sections of the curriculum with the purpose of a child’s learning. (Pacey. 2017.) These areas are devised carefully to suit the needs of a child’s growth and development. The areas include a child’s holistic development at the heart of the sections- a child’s communication skills, social skills, personal well-being development, mathematics and literacy and lastly the physical development of the child. The Foundation Phase Profile works to assess children’s skills using these observations and assessments within the ranges of these areas of learning and development for the children. (Pacey. No date.) These areas of development will be key to observing and deducing the progress and level of ability for children who situate within the foundation phase. The findings of the observations will have outcomes with the results. These outcomes will be tailored and used to suit the individual child. This framework is suitable to use in educational setting that has a foundation phase available. This assessment tool is vital into determining and revising any progress that has been established while entering the foundation phase. By accessing these results early year practitioners can begin to tailor their teaching experiences based on the children’s already established progress, with this information practitioners can understand what milestones need to be guided and what they need to promote within the educational setting. 
According to GOV UK. 2016 the foundation phase profile has four elements that complete the profile: Handbook- This is where the guidance of how the profile should be used and conducted. This section will provide all the necessary details to the skills sets that are included within the foundation phase profile and explain how each skill is valuable to a child’s education and their learning. Record Form (GOV UK. 2016.) deduces this element of the foundation phase profile as optional. The second section includes information and guidance on how to document and assess the children’s assessment without the use of technology, or ‘software-based systems’ This aspect of the profile will teach readers ow to explain and recount the evidence and documentation of a child’s assessment and progression within the foundation phase. Compact Profile Form is the section that is reserved for the comparison to be drawn before, during and after the assessment and observations have been completed. This will allow practitioners to monitor, document and guide development and progress and suit this to each individual child for the optimal growth and development. Full Profile Form is the concluding section that will be dedicated to the results and conclusion within the assessment of the foundation phase profile. These results will allow practitioners within the education setting to determine and analyse the outcomes they will have produced in question to how the child performed within these observations, and how progress can be constructed and planned as part of a teaching plan. 
Demonstrate an understanding of the role of play when undertaking observations and assessments of children and consider how this affects the child’s engagement and the accuracy of the observation. (750 words)
[bookmark: _Int_qXPZsi66][bookmark: _Int_OY8qNyAz][bookmark: _Int_Reep8Cnp]Hughes (2001) declares there is a significant importance to observing children playing, as we can observe them within their most natural biological instinct; which is to play. Engaging within the observation within children’s play, this provides those observing a significant insight of information regarding the child themselves. They will be experiencing the learners play first hand, granting the information needed to evaluate and calculate their range of skills, development and growth. This method serves as an ideal basis to reflect on the current status of a child educational experience and learning. (Forman, G. and Hall, E., 2013.) The observations of children when they are engaging within play is essential to the understanding of the child for the practitioners within the educational setting or for the children’s parents within their home environment as every child possesses a unique skill set and abilities. Practitioners and Parents should work cohesively together and participate within set observations to observe what the individual learners decide to engage in, what they may gravitate towards, what play style or objects they share a preference for, or as simple as becoming familiar with an individual child’s likes and their dislikes. (Early Years Matters. 2023) Through observations, practitioners can reach a decision to whether an individual is meeting the required development goals or milestones for their age. Practitioners within the educational setting can conclude whether the resources provided are promoting and supporting their development, and contemplate if the equipment is stimulating enough, and if there is an issue regarding their equipment and facilities, they will be obligated carry out the necessary changes in order to promote a rich stimulating environment for the child to thrive within. (Forman, G. and Hall, E, E., 2013.) By observing children, there is a certain insight that is key to understanding them as individuals and see the child participating in a specific activity. During observations, practitioners may feel the need to ask the child specific questions in regard to the activity they are currently engaging with. These questions will need to be relevant to the immersion of the individual child, if these questions seem irrelevant this may affect the child’s immersion and concentration within the observation, affecting the goal of the observation. (Fewell, R.R. and Glick, M.P., 1993)
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