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Abstract

This dissertation will look at research into the patterns in knife crime in Wales from 2019 to 2024, highlighting the role of various causes, the actions taken by the police, and the success of various interventions. Wales has less knife crime than the major English cities, although socioeconomic disadvantages, gang activity, and the COVID-19 pandemic's aftereffects have caused swings in knife-related occurrences in metropolitan areas including Cardiff, Swansea, and Newport. The research identifies a number of critical variables that have a significant role in the growth of knife crime, including teenage engagement in gang culture, unemployment, poverty, and adverse childhood experiences.
The fight against knife crime has mostly relied on police measures, such as stop-and-search procedures, Knife Crime Prevention Orders, and intelligence-led policing. However, the results of these initiatives have been uneven, especially when it comes to improving community relations and the efficiency of stop-and-search in lowering crime. Youth diversion programs are examples of community-based preventive approaches that have demonstrated potential in lowering reoffending rates.
The research employs a mixed-methods approach, gathering data using both qualitative and quantitative techniques. Police officers are surveyed to learn more about their experiences with knife crime and the suitability of personal protective equipment. The purpose of the study is to evaluate the effectiveness of police strategies, the influence on neighbourhood safety and the larger socioeconomic issues that underlie knife crime. The results highlight the necessity of a comprehensive strategy that integrates attempts to address underlying socioeconomic concerns, such as poverty and social exclusion, with enforcement.
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1.0 [bookmark: _Toc179200208][bookmark: _Toc179200310][bookmark: _Toc179201350]Introduction 

This chapter will offer a backdrop and rationale for the study. It will provide an overview, provide an illustration, and display the goals of the conducted research.
Analysing knife crime in Wales from 2019 to 2024 is the study's goal. This research seeks to ascertain if serving police officers think they have enough personal protective equipment (PPE) to protect themselves against knife crime, as well as to look at the growing trend of knife crime in Wales. The research aims to investigate the potential influence of socioeconomic factors, such as adverse childhood experiences (ACEs), unemployment, social hardship, and poverty, on the carrying of knives by individuals. P. Green (2018). 
We'll also look at how well the police handled knife-related crimes. 
Information for the research will come from South Wales Police's serving officers. The analysis will focus on their approaches to addressing knife crime and investigate if their experiences have influenced knife crime in Wales.  The increasing incidence of knife crime not only in Wales but throughout the United Kingdom is the reason the researcher chose this topic. They contend that knife crime is a regular occurrence for police, increasing the risk of harm to not just the general public but also to fellow police officers and staff.
[bookmark: _Toc179200209][bookmark: _Toc179200311][bookmark: _Toc179201351]1.1 Background 
The objective is to ascertain whether there is a relationship between knife crime and the socioeconomic factors and poor childhood experiences of those who carry knives. Many young individuals carry knives and have engaged in criminal activity, including gang-related violence.  Knives are used against police officers and the public, adding to the high degree of violence to which they are subjected. If police officers believe they have sufficient personal protection equipment to perform their jobs safely, the research will find out.
[bookmark: _Toc179200210][bookmark: _Toc179200312][bookmark: _Toc179201352]1.2 Objectives and aims
The objectives and aims of the research are,
· Find the reasons why people carry knives
· The background of people who carry knives 
· What is the police response to knife crime 
· How affect the police response? 

[bookmark: _Toc179200211][bookmark: _Toc179200313][bookmark: _Toc179201353]1.3 Structure 
The chapter will make sure the goals are reached. The second part will look at academic information from the past and present regarding knife crime in Wales from 2019 to 2024. It will go into the history of knife crime and the motivations behind carrying it. It will examine the relationship between gang culture and knife crime as well as the effects of the COVID-19 epidemic on knife crime. It will establish a connection between knife crime and a background of poverty. 
This chapter will examine whether Wales's knife culture has changed as a result of the police reaction. It will assess the efficacy of stop-and-search, knife crime prevention and intelligence-led policing in preventing knife crime.
Chapter 3 aims to ascertain the most effective research approach and procedure for obtaining primary data.
In chapter four, the data collected as a result of the recommended technique outlined in chapter three will be evaluated to find recurring themes or insights from the data analysis.
Chapter five, which discusses the research's findings and provides suggestions based on the academic observations made as a consequence of the study, will complete the dissertation and achieve its major objective.










[bookmark: _Toc179200314][bookmark: _Toc179201354]2.0 Literature Review 
[bookmark: _Toc179200315][bookmark: _Toc179201355]
2.1 Introduction
Knife crime in Wales, along with the rest of the United Kingdom, has gained increased public attention over the past decade. Knife crime within Wales is universally lower than in major English cities such as London and Birmingham, but the issue remains a pressing concern, particularly in major cities like Cardiff and Swansea. Between 2019 and 2024, knife crime trends in Wales fluctuated, this has been driven by many factors such as socio-economic deprivation, gang-related activities, and the impact of national and local policy responses. In this period, Welsh police forces have implemented a variety of strategies, including stop-and-search operations, targeted prevention programs, and community engagement efforts.
This literature review critiques the existing research on knife crime in Wales between 2019 and 2024, focusing particularly on the factors contributing to knife crime, the responses by Welsh police, and the effectiveness of these interventions. This review also explores the implications of police practices on community trust and public safety.
[bookmark: _Toc179201356]2.2 Knife Crime in Wales between 2019–2024
Between 2019 and 2024, knife crime incidents in Wales fluctuated. Data from the Office for National Statistics (ONS, 2023) show that while Wales experienced a 5% rise in knife-related offences between the years 2019 and 2021, crimes involving knives stabilised by the year 2023. Cardiff, Newport, and Swansea are the areas where knife crime is at its highest, this is driven largely by gang-related violence and youth criminal activity. For example, South Wales Police reported that knife crime had risen by 7% from 2019 to 2022 in Cardiff, with Newport showing the same (South Wales Police, 2022).
The rise in youth violence and gang activities has been connected to the increase in knife crime. According to the Welsh Government’s crime prevention strategy (2021), a notable proportion of knife crime offenders and victims were under the age of 25. These findings reflect the broader trend in the United Kingdom, where youth involvement in knife crime has been a central concern across the United Kingdom (Youth Violence Commission, 2021).
Researchers from the Centre for Crime and Justice Studies (2020) have linked knife crime in Wales to socio-economic factors such as poverty, unemployment, and social deprivation. Research by the Centre for Crime and Justice Studies (2020) identifies economic hardship as one of the major drivers of violent crime, including knife crime, particularly in communities that face high levels of unemployment and have limited access to social services. The closure of youth centres and other preventative services following measures in the early 2010s left many young people in Wales without essential support, pushing young people towards criminal activities including gang involvement.
Deprivation is particularly severe in areas such as Cardiff’s Butetown and Swansea’s Townhill, which are known for high rates of knife crime within South Wales Police. In these areas, economic trouble and social exclusion increase the likelihood of violence. The Welsh Government’s crime reduction policy paper (2022) supports this view, arguing that social inequality is a root cause of violence and that long-term strategies aimed at improving economic opportunities are fundamental for addressing knife crime.
The COVID-19 pandemic had a unique and major impact on crime patterns in Wales, including knife crime. Initially, lockdown measures led to a decrease in street-level violence, as restrictions limited public gatherings. However, as restrictions were eased in 2021, there was a notable increase in violent crime, including knife-related incidents (ONS, 2022). The post-lockdown period saw heightened tensions within communities, partly driven by the economic and psychological strain of the pandemic, which disproportionately affected already disadvantaged groups.
According to the Welsh Centre for Crime Prevention (2021), the pandemic also worsened the socio-economic conditions that drive young people into violent crime, such as unemployment and mental health challenges. While the initial drop in crime was a temporary consequence of the restrictions, the economic fallout from the pandemic has contributed to a resurgence in knife crime, particularly among young people.
Knife crime in Wales, as elsewhere, is a multi-faceted issue driven by a range of different factors. These factors include social, economic, and psychological.
Gang culture remains a significant major factor in knife crime within Welsh cities, particularly among young people. Harding (2020) argues that gangs operate in economically deprived areas, where they offer a sense of belonging and status to marginalised youths. Gang members see carrying knives as essential for self-protection, this creates a cycle of violence that is very difficult to break. According to research, knife-related violence is concentrated in areas with significant gang activity in Wales, particularly in major city centres like Cardiff, Newport and Swansea (South Wales Police, 2022).
Furthermore, the need for social status and peer influence often results in more young people carrying knives. The Youth Violence Commission (2021) notes that this dynamic is particularly strong in communities where there is a lack of positive role models and limited opportunities for personal development.
As discussed earlier, economic deprivation plays a crucial role in fostering an environment conducive to violent crime, including knife crime. The Welsh Government’s Tackling Youth Violence Strategy (2021) highlights the role of poverty, unemployment, and a lack of access to social services in pushing young people towards criminal activities. Areas with the highest rates of knife crime in Wales, such as Newport’s Pillgwenlly and Swansea’s Townhill, are also among the most economically deprived.
Research by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2022) points to a direct correlation between poverty and violent crime, particularly in areas where economic inequality is most pronounced. The report argues that without addressing the underlying issues of social exclusion and deprivation, efforts to reduce knife crime are unlikely to succeed in the long term.
It is recognized that Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) play a significant role in contributing to violent behaviour, including knife crime. Bellis et al. (2017) argue that children who grow up in environments marked by domestic abuse, neglect, or exposure to violence are more likely to engage in criminal activities as youngsters and adults. Several studies, including a report completed by Public Health Wales (2020), highlight the prevalence of ACEs among young offenders in Wales. The report found that individuals with high levels of ACEs were significantly more likely to carry knives and engage in violent behaviour.
Addressing the long-term effects supports families, provides mental health services, and offers early intervention as critical components of a comprehensive approach to tackling youth violence and knife crime.
[bookmark: _Toc179201357]2.3 Police Responses to Knife Crime in Wales (2019–2024)
The response to knife crime by Welsh police forces between 2019 and 2024 has been varied, involving both enforcement measures and community-based initiatives. This section reviews the primary police strategies employed during this period.
Stop-and-search has been a cornerstone of police responses to knife crime in Wales, particularly in urban centres like Cardiff and Swansea. Under Section 60 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994, police officers have the authority to stop individuals in specific areas without suspicion if serious violence is anticipated. The use of stop-and-search increased significantly during the 2019–2024 period, as police forces sought to prevent knife-related violence before it occurred (Home Office, 2021).
However, the effectiveness of stop-and-search in Wales has been a subject of debate. While some studies suggest that stop-and-search can be an effective deterrent, others argue that its impact on crime reduction is limited. For instance, a study by Shiner et al. (2022) found that stop-and-search had little lasting effect on knife crime rates in Cardiff and Swansea. Additionally, concerns have been raised about the disproportionate targeting of ethnic minority communities, which has strained relations between the police and local communities.
Introduced in 2020, Knife Crime Prevention Orders (KCPOs) have been used by Welsh police as a preventative tool to tackle knife crime. These civil orders allow the police to impose restrictions on individuals believed to be at risk of carrying knives, such as curfews, bans on associating with certain individuals, or attendance at educational programs. According to the Welsh Government (2022), KCPOs have been applied in several high-risk areas to prevent young people from becoming involved in knife-related violence.
While KCPOs have been praised as a proactive measure, they have also attracted criticism for potentially criminalising vulnerable individuals without providing adequate support services. A report by the Centre for Crime and Justice Studies (2022) warns that KCPOs may disproportionately affect disadvantaged youths who are already marginalised, without addressing the root causes of their behaviour.
Intelligence-led policing has been a key strategy in Wales for addressing knife crime, particularly through targeted operations such as Operation Sceptre. By gathering and analysing data on knife crime hotspots, Welsh police forces have been able to deploy resources more effectively in areas most affected by violent crime. South Wales Police (2023) reported that intelligence-led operations had resulted in the seizure of hundreds of knives and the arrest of key offenders, particularly in Cardiff and Newport.
Nonetheless, despite its short-term achievements in curbing knife crime, intelligence-led policing fails to tackle the fundamental social and economic factors that fuel violence, as critics contend. Long-term preventative measures must complement, as highlighted by Ratcliffe (2021), intelligence-led policing to achieve sustainable reductions in crime.
Preventative programs and community engagement have become increasingly important components of the police's response to knife crime in Wales. Initiatives such as Operation Divert, run by South Wales Police, aim to divert young offenders away from crime by offering them educational or employment opportunities. According to a report by Public Health Wales (2021), these programs have been successful in reducing re-offending rates among young people who have been involved in knife crime.
The Welsh Government’s Tackling Knife Crime Strategy (2022) has highlighted the importance of community-based approaches. These approaches involve engaging with residents, schools, and youth organisations. By involving communities in crime prevention efforts, police forces can foster trust and cooperation, which are essential for the long-term success of anti-knife crime initiatives.
The relationship between the police and the communities they serve is critical to the effectiveness of anti-knife crime strategies. In Wales, as elsewhere in the UK, tensions have arisen between the police and minority communities, particularly concerning the disproportionate use of stop-and-search powers. Research by the Welsh Centre for Crime and Justice (2023) found that young Black men in Cardiff were significantly more likely to be stopped and searched than their white counterparts, leading to feelings of mistrust.
Efforts to improve community relations have included the use of body cameras, independent oversight, and initiatives that promote transparency in policing practices. However, challenges remain, and further work is needed to rebuild trust between the police and marginalised communities.
Knife crime in Wales between 2019 and 2024 has been shaped by a range of social, economic, and psychological factors. While the police response has included both enforcement measures, such as stop-and-search and KCPOs, and preventative initiatives, such as community engagement programs, the long-term effectiveness of these strategies remains uncertain. To address knife crime sustainably, a more holistic approach is required, combining enforcement with efforts to tackle the root causes of violence, including poverty, social exclusion, and adverse childhood experiences.
Welsh police forces must continue to balance enforcement with prevention and rehabilitation while working closely with local authorities and community organisations. Future research should focus on evaluating the long-term effects of police strategies and developing innovative approaches that promote public safety and community cohesion.
[bookmark: _Toc179201358]
3.0 Research Methodology and Planning 
The primary goal of this chapter is to conduct research and survey police officers, both active and retired, on their experiences with knife-related occurrences and crimes. The purpose is to determine the level of knife exposure that police officers experience and to make sure they are properly outfitted with personal protective equipment (PPE). This will also show how knives have progressed over the years. From reading the literature review it is obvious that knife-related offences have been increasing over the last 5 years. 
Numerous causes, such as gang involvement, socioeconomic hardship, and the large number of young people’s agencies closing, are responsible for the proliferation of knives, authorities are presently attempting to respond in a number of ways, such as stop-and-search policies, orders to prevent knife crimes, and intelligence-led police operations. The goal of the researcher is to determine if the police reaction to knife crime is having a beneficial effect. The reason the researcher picked this subject is that knife crime has increased in Wales. Local communities in the region are beginning to feel the effects of this increase in knife crime. This has made it easier for gangs and drug dealers to settle in the neighbourhood, which has increased crime in certain communities. There is a connection between the movement of gangs into underprivileged regions, which leads to drug use and gang membership among the youth, further increasing criminal activity.
[bookmark: _Toc179201359]3.1 Research Strategy 
A survey is the preferred choice of research method, this is the fastest and most appealing to people to complete. Due to the high demand and fast-paced roles of a police officer, the researcher would need to be mindful of their time and willingness to complete the survey. A survey will be the most time-efficient and best strategy for the targeted audience. The use of social media and the South Wales Police internal web page will assist with getting the best response from officers. This will also give the researcher the ability to reach further than the local sector. They will be able to learn about other police officers' experiences with knife crime by reaching out to those who serve in underprivileged regions. The survey will ask officers if they feel safe and think they have the correct PPE to carry out their role safely and effectively. A comparison will be made between the areas they police to see if the underprivileged areas have the highest knife-related offences. The researcher will examine data which has been summited through a questionnaire that has been targeted at serving and retired police officers.

[bookmark: _Toc179201360]3.2 Data collection and Data analysis 
The findings will be collected through two different methods, these will be qualitative and quantitative. Both qualitative and quantitative research methods are essential techniques for collecting and analysing data that are applied in many different sectors. They both have their advantages and provide distinct insights.  Through in-depth investigation, qualitative research seeks to better understand complicated human actions, experiences, and societal events. It works with non-numerical data that is frequently gathered utilizing focus groups, interviews, case studies, or observation. Capturing people's ideas, feelings, and impressions is the aim, which makes it very helpful when investigating unfamiliar or poorly understood topics. 
This method digs deeply into the interpretations and meanings that underlie people's experiences in an attempt to provide answers to "why" and "how" questions. For example, conducting interviews with locals and police officers to learn about their individual experiences and sentiments regarding the problem might be part of qualitative research on the effects of knife crime in a community. Qualitative research provides comprehensive insights that are difficult to quantify, and its data is often examined for frequent themes or patterns.
In contrast, quantitative research works with numerical data and aims to measure, quantify, and frequently extrapolate results to broader populations. Typically, experiments, questionnaires, and surveys are used to collect data, which is then statistically analysed. "How many," "how much," and "to what extent" problems are best addressed by this approach. It makes it possible for researchers to find patterns, connections, or causal linkages. In quantitative research on knife crime, for instance, the number of incidences in a particular area over time could be counted using police statistics, and the socioeconomic status, age, and location of both perpetrators and victims may then be analysed.
In summary, quantitative research delivers measurable, objective evidence to support or refute theories, whereas qualitative research offers a deeper knowledge of underlying issues. When combined, the two approaches can provide a more comprehensive understanding of the topic being researched.
These methods will give a comprehensive view of the data that has been collected. The research aims to collect data from across the police force of differing service times and range of roles. This could include response, firearms, CID and neighbourhood. The data can help collect where and the age group that people are using crimes. This can also help identify why knives are been used e.g. drugs and gang-related violence. The data collected can be used to identify the area where knife crime is at its highest or where it is rising to combat that area to stop it from rising. The data will see the age group where knives have been used, this can be presented to the police and local authority to help prevent further crimes.    
[bookmark: _Toc179201361]3.3 Limitations and Potential Problems 
Due to police officers working long working days and the high potential for them to work over their shifts, it could be a problem getting the police officers to complete the questionnaire. Many officers may not have the spare time. Due to having the questionnaire online and needing internet access, this could limit the accessibility of the questionnaire to a number of officers this may be due to poor or little internet access or due to the age of the officer not being technical minded.   
The questionnaire will also be posted on the South Wales Police internal web page, again this may cause several potential problems. There is a high number of daily posts on the web page, this increases the chance of the questionnaire being missed by officers. There is a chance the web page will be shut down due to IT issues, due to increases in the chances of the questionnaire reaching officers the plan is to repost the questionnaire over a number of days over two weeks. This will be done at different times so it reaches all of the different shift patterns.
With the internal web page reaching police officers from different sectors, those officers may not want to share their views and experiences with a person they do not know. A lot of officers do not like to share their views due to thinking it is their bosses who are posting it and they will be named. To prevent this, it will be clearly stated on every post that is for my university research and their names and views will not be shared with their bosses. It will also be made clear to the participants that the questionnaires are anonymous. 
[bookmark: _Toc179201362]








[bookmark: _Hlk179151560]4.0 Analysis of Questionnaire Results

The purpose of the study was to find out about knife crime within Wales. The questionnaire was used to ask police officers within South Wales Police to share their experiences that have involved the use of knives. The study will assess how much exposure police officers have that has involved knife crime.  The information from Police officers can be evaluated to help support officers and members of the community. The information can also be used to target and help people who are involved with knives to educate them. The aim is to identify the age group and the reason why they have chosen to use or carry a knife. This can improve the safety of officers, members of the public and the people who carry them. 
Police officers who are currently employed by South Wales Police were the targeted audience of the questionnaire. They were asked a number of questions about the department they were in, and what demographic area they were currently policing. They were asked if they had been exposed to knife crime and the average age group that was involved. The questionnaire was anonymous and received 20 responses. 

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: What sector do you work in?. Number of responses: 20 responses.]
[bookmark: _Figure_1_–]                               Figure 1 – Questionnaire, Question 1 – What sector do you work in?
65% of respondents stated they worked within the western sector of South Wales Police’s area, this area covers Swansea, Port Talbot and Neath. 25% stated they were working in the eastern sector, this sector covers Cardiff and The Vale. Only 10% of the respondents stated they worked in the central sector of South Wales Police. This area covers Merthyr Tydfil, Bridgend, Maesteg and the Welsh valleys.   

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: What is your gender?
. Number of responses: 20 responses.]
[bookmark: _Figure_2_Questionnaire,]                               Figure 2 Questionnaire, Question 2 – What is your gender?
60% of the responders stated they were male, with 40% of them answering they were female. 0% stated they preferred not to say their gender. 

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: What is your age group?. Number of responses: 20 responses.]
[bookmark: _Figure_3_–]                           Figure 3 – Questionnaire, Question 3 – What is your age group?
The police officers were asked what was their age group, over half with 55% of them stating they were between the ages of 26 and 40 years old. One-quarter of them answered they were between the ages of 18 and 25 years old. 20% of the respondents stated they were over the age of 40. 

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: How long have you served as a police officer?
. Number of responses: 20 responses.]
[bookmark: _Figure_4_–]Figure 4 – Questionnaire, Question 4 – How long have you served as a police officer?
Officers were asked how long they have been a police officer for, A massive 70% of them stated they have served less than 6 years. 20% of officers had served between 6 to 20 years and only 10% of officers stated they had served 21 or more years.

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: What department do you work in?
. Number of responses: 20 responses.] 
[bookmark: _Figure_5_–]Figure 5 – Questionnaire, Question 5 – What department do you work in?
Police officers were asked what department they were currently working in, and 3 quarters of them answered they were currently in the role of a response officer. The response officer is normally the first officer at the scene of an incident. 15% of officers stated they worked in another specialist department, this includes op sceptre, PPT which is the department that deals with drug and gang-related incidents. 10% of the officers were in the joint firearms department which also includes officers from Dyfed Powys Police and Gwent Police. These officers will also work within the areas of Dyfed Powys and Gwent. 0% of the participants stated they worked in a Criminal Investigation Department. 
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Figure_6_–]Figure 6 – Questionnaire, Question 6 – While serving as a police officer, have you attended an incident that involved a weapon?
The officers were asked if they had attended an incident that involved a weapon while serving as a police officer, A 100% of officers stated they had.

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Was the weapon used a knife?. Number of responses: 20 responses.]
[bookmark: _Figure_7_–]Figure 7 – Questionnaire, Question 7 – Was the weapon used a knife?
Officers were asked a follow-up question from the last and asked if the weapon involved was a knife. 95% of officers stated the weapon involved was a knife with only 5% saying no knife was involved.

[image: ]
[bookmark: _Figure_8_–]Figure 8 – Questionnaire, Question 8 – What was the incident?
Officers were then asked a second follow-up question of whether the incident was used during a mental health incident, in a crime or both. 65% of them responded that they have been involved in both mental health and crime. A quarter said it was just a crime, whilst only 10% stated it was only a mental health incident. 

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: If a crime was the crime related to?. Number of responses: 18 responses.]
[bookmark: _Figure_9_–]Figure 9 – Questionnaire, Question 9 – If a crime was the crime related to?
Officers were asked if the incident they attended was a crime, and then what crime related to. 5.6% of officers stated it was a drug-only-related incident, and 11.1% stated it was a gang-related crime. 16.7% stated it the knife was used to only cause violence, and 22.2% stated a knife was used to cause fear. 44.4% have said it was all the above. 

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Was the crime in a derived area? . Number of responses: 20 responses.]
[bookmark: _Figure_10_–]Figure 10 – Questionnaire, Question 10 – Was the crime in a derived area?
Officers were asked if the area where the crime was committed was in a deprived area, a majority of 85% stated the crime took place in a derived area with only 15% said it wasn’t. 

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: What was the average age group of the offender? . Number of responses: 20 responses.]
[bookmark: _Figure_11_–]Figure 11 – Questionnaire, Question 11 – What was the average age group of the offender?
Officers were then asked what was the average group of the offender. Half of the officers stated the offender was aged between 18 and 25 years old. 35% stated the offender was aged 26 to 39 years old, 10% said the offender was over the age of 40 and only 5% said the offender was under the age of 18. 

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Are you a taser-trained officer?. Number of responses: 20 responses.]
[bookmark: _Figure_12_–]Figure 12 – Questionnaire, Question 12 – Are you a taser-trained officer?
The officers were asked if they had carried out training to become a Specialist trained officer (STO) to carry a taser.  65% of officers stated they were an STO whilst 35% stated they were not an STO.

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Do you have the correct PPE to deal with knife crime?. Number of responses: 20 responses.]
[bookmark: _Figure_13_–]Figure 13 – Questionnaire, Question 13 – Do you have the correct PPE to deal with knife crime?
Officers were asked if they felt they had the correct personal protective equipment (PPE) to deal with knife crime. Half of the officers stated they felt they had the correct PPE, 35% stated they did not have the correct PPE and 15% stated maybe.

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: What percent have you found a knife during a stop and search? . Number of responses: 20 responses.]
[bookmark: _Figure_14_–]Figure 14 – Questionnaire, Question 14 – What percentage have you found a knife during a stop and search?
Officers were asked what percentage had they found a knife during a stop and search. 10% stated they had found a knife between 25-50% of the time, and 25% stated they found a knife between 10 and 25% of the time. Whilst over half 65% stated they only found a knife between 0 and 10% of the time.

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Do you think the police have a positive effect on knife crime?. Number of responses: 20 responses.]
[bookmark: _Figure_15_–]Figure 15 – Questionnaire, Question 15 – Do you think the police have a positive effect on knife crime?
75% of responders stated they think police have had a positive effect on knife crime whilst a quarter stated they did not think police have made a positive effect. 

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Have you seen knife crime increase over your policing career?. Number of responses: 20 responses.]
[bookmark: _Figure_16_–]Figure 16 – Questionnaire, Question 16 – Have you seen knife crime increase over your policing career?
Officers were asked if they had seen knife crime increase over their policing career. 55% stated they had seen an increase and 45% stated they had not seen an increase.

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Do you think people who are carrying knives have had  Adverse Childhood Experiences?. Number of responses: 20 responses.]
[bookmark: _Figure_17_–]Figure 17 – Questionnaire, Question 17 – Do you think people who are carrying knives have had Adverse Childhood Experiences?
The last question asked to officers was, do you think people who are carrying knives had an adverse childhood experience? Over half 55% have said they think they have had an adverse childhood experience, 40% said they may have had and only 5% said they didn’t think they did. 

From reading the questionnaire results, show that officers between the ages of 18 to 40 years old who make up 80% of the respondents. A high number of them have between 0 to 5 years of service, but 100% of officers have stated they have attended an incident where a weapon has been involved.  95% of the officers have stated that it was a knife involved in the incident, and 75% of the officers are response officers who are on the front line of policing. The questionnaire clearly shows officers with little experience in policing are facing incidents where knives have been involved. With 65% of officers stating they are taser-trained officers, 50% of officers stated they did not feel they had the correct PPE to deal with knife crime which shows even taser-trained officers don’t feel they have the correct PPE. 
Officers have stated the highest average group that carries knives is between the ages of 18 and 25. This shows younger people are the ones who are most likely to be carrying knives and using them in a crime. 85% of all officers who completed the questionnaire stated the crime was in a deprived area and over half of the officers thought the people who were carrying the knives had adverse childhood experiences, with 40% saying maybe. This research strengthens the work carried out by Bellis et al 2017, suggesting adverse childhood experiences play a significant role in contributing to violent behaviour including knife crime. 













[bookmark: _Toc179201363]5.0 Findings and Conclusions 

[bookmark: _Toc179201364]5.1 Conclusion
Investigating how South Wales Police officers were exposed to knife crime and drawing lessons from their experiences to benefit police officers and the community were the goals of this research. Officers were requested to provide details on their encounters with knife-related occurrences, the demographic areas they cover, and the kinds of knife-related crimes they had come across through the use of a questionnaire. The goal of the study was to find patterns in knife crime, including the age range where knife carrying is most common, the kind of events that occurred, and any connections between knife-related activity and traumatic childhood experiences.
The findings of the research demonstrate several important trends. First, of the police officers who took part in the survey, the great majority (95%) said they had attended knife-related occurrences. This indicates the prevalent degree of knife crime in South Wales, particularly among front-line officers, most of whom are in response roles. Since these officers are frequently the first to respond to emergencies, their knowledge and perspective are especially helpful in determining the extent of the issue.
A significant finding of the study is that most knife-related occurrences involve people between the ages of 18 and 25, with a sizable percentage of offenders being between the ages of 26 and 39. This implies that young individuals, especially those living in underprivileged areas, are most affected by knife crime in Wales. Indeed, according to 85% of responding police, the crimes they visited occurred in underprivileged communities. This is consistent with larger studies that link socioeconomic disadvantage and poverty to increased rates of crime, especially violent crime.
The common perception among police that a large number of knife crime offenders have had adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) is one of the most alarming results. Of the officers, 55% believed that ACEs were a contributing factor, and 40% thought there could be a connection. This adds credence to the mounting body of research, like that of Bellis et al. (2017), showing that adverse childhood experiences (ACEs), such as exposure to abuse, neglect, and dysfunctional households, have a strong association with adverse outcomes including substance misuse, violent behaviour, and criminal activity in later life.
A further significant finding is that even though a large number of officers have undergone specialised training, which includes being taught to deploy tasers, a sizable percentage felt unprepared to handle knife-related incidents. Three-quarters of the respondents said they were unsure, and half of them thought they did not have the proper personal safety equipment (PPE). This draws attention to a possible weakness in the safety and readiness of officers, especially because of the risks involved in responding to knife-related situations. Concerns over the sufficiency of equipment are present even among taser-trained police, indicating the necessity for a more thorough assessment of the tools available to front-line police officers to safeguard them in these dangerous circumstances.
With 75% of officers saying they think the police have had a positive influence, the report also demonstrates the efficacy of police efforts in combating knife crime. There is a difference in opinions on the present trend in knife crime, as indicated by the fact that 55% of police stated they had observed an increase in knife crime during their careers, compared to 45% who claimed they had not. This disparity may be the result of varying experiences depending on one's geographic location; certain places may have seen greater rises than others.
Lastly, the study emphasises how critical it is to approach knife crime from a preventative and educational standpoint. According to the police officers' comments, there is often a connection between knife crime and more serious socioeconomic problems including mental illness, poverty, and traumatic childhood experiences. Therefore, to address the underlying causes of violence, any approach to lower knife crime in South Wales must entail cooperation between law enforcement authorities, social agencies, mental health specialists, and educational establishments.
[bookmark: _Toc179201365]5.2 Suggestions and Recommendations
Based on the findings of this study, several key recommendations can be made to address knife crime in South Wales, these are advised in 5.3. 
[bookmark: _Toc179201366]5.3 Enhanced Officer Training and Support
Training programs must be improved to better prepare police for knife-related occurrences, as many officers—especially those with less than six years of experience—are often exposed to them. More thorough scenario-based training with a particular emphasis on knife crime, mental health crises, and gang-related violence may fall under this category. Officers should also pursue ongoing professional development to keep current on the best approaches to handling situations like this.
[bookmark: _Toc179201367]5.4 Improved Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
 A sizable percentage of officers said that they didn't think they had appropriate PPE to cope with knife crime. Police forces must examine their existing equipment rules to make sure that all officers on the front lines have the tools they need to defend themselves in situations involving knives. This might involve a greater availability of taser officers, improved stab-proof vests, or various non-lethal measures like improved communication skills for frontline officers.
[bookmark: _Toc179201368]5.5 Focus on Deprived Areas
According to reports, the majority of knife-related events take place in underprivileged regions. Prioritising these regions in the struggle against knife crime should involve stepping up police presence there, building stronger community relationships, and putting specific crime reduction plans into action. To provide chances and alternatives to violence for at-risk kids, this might involve joint efforts by the police, local authorities, schools, and community organisations.
[bookmark: _Toc179201369]5.6 Addressing the Role of Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs)
Given the substantial correlation between ACEs and knife crime, it appears that stopping violence early on is essential. Programs focused on minimising ACEs through family support, mental health services, and school-based interventions should be extended. Social services and police should collaborate closely to identify those who are at risk early on and provide them with the necessary resources. In addition, police personnel have to be trained to identify ACEs and direct victims to resources that might end the cycle of trauma and violence.
[bookmark: _Toc179201370]5.7 Community Education and Awareness Programs
Preventing knife crime is primarily based on education. It is important to implement teaching programs that emphasise the risks of carrying a knife, the legal consequences, and peaceful dispute resolution methods in schools, community centres, and youth organisations. Such initiatives may reduce the chance that young people will carry weapons and will be involved in violent occurrences.
[bookmark: _Toc179201371]5.8 Collaborative Policing and Public Health Approaches
The police cannot address knife crimes on their own. Better results could result from a public health approach that sees knife crime as a social problem needing multi-agency action. This would entail working together with the police, medical professionals, educators, social workers, and local governments to develop a comprehensive strategy for stopping knife crime and addressing its root causes.
[bookmark: _Toc179201372]5.9 Further Research 
The study found essential trends, but additional research is needed to better understand the complicated nature of knife crime in Wales. Larger-scale research including a greater number of police officers representing various departments, regions and different police forces, together with in-depth interviews with criminals, may offer more thorough insights into the reasons why people carry knives and the efficacy of various intervention techniques.

To sum up, combating knife crime in South Wales necessitates a thorough strategy that blends police actions with proactive steps meant to address the underlying causes of violence. Reducing knife crime and enhancing community safety may be achieved by giving police better tools and training, concentrating on underprivileged areas, addressing the effects of ACEs, and working with other agencies.
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[bookmark: _Toc179201377]7.3 Appendix – Ethics Form 
	RESEARCH STUDENTS
This form is to be completed by the student within SIX months for full-time students and TWELVE months for part time students, after the commencement of the research degree or following progression to Part Two of your course. 

Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).

This document is also available in Welsh.


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.


APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL



In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  
	
	1
	Full Name:
	Shaun Pugh 

	2
	Tick all boxes that apply:
	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	
	Undergraduate Student
	☒
	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐
	Postgraduate Research Student
	☐



SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)

	3
	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	
IMH

	4
	Campus:
	
Swansea 

	5
	E-mail address:
	
2125108@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

	6
	Contact Telephone Number:
	


	
	For students:

	7
	Student Number:
	2125108

	8
	Programme of Study:
	BSc (Hons) Professional Policing Practice 

	9
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Andrew James 







SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	1
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☒
	NO
	☐

	
	
	Date

	2
	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☐
	

	
	
	Institute Research Committee
	☐
	

	
	
	Other (write in)

	☒
	Andrew James



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials

	
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, location-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines. You may add rows to this table if needed.

	1
	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
	☒

	2
	UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☒

	3
	[List any other relevant documents here]
	☐





	
2

SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
If there are external collaborators then you should gain consent from the contact persons to share their personal data with the university. If there are no external collaborators then leave this section blank and continue to section E.
	1
	Institution
	


	2
	Contact person name
	


	3
	Contact person e-mail address

	

	4
	Is your research externally funded?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	5
	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	6
	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	7
	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	8
	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)?
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	9
	Has permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation?
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐




Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	10
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	
	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation (this may be a copy of an email if appropriate).




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	1
	Indicative title:
	The rise of knife crime and the police response

	2
	Proposed start date:
	22/02/2024
	Proposed end date:
	

	
	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words per section)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	3
	The rise in knife crime in England and Wales is the reason I picked this issue. The number of knife-related crimes increased by 90% between 2012–13 and 2019–20. It is around 75% greater in 2023 than it was in 2012–2013. Both the general public and police officers are seriously at risk from this. The percentage has climbed by 67% in South Wales, 293% in Dyfed Powys, and 472% in Gwent. 

I believe it would be beneficial to discuss knife crime in my dissertation in order to ascertain the reason behind the rise in knife crime and to ensure that the police services in England and Wales are doing everything in their power to solve this issue. 


It is legal to purchase and possess certain knives in the United Kingdom, making access to knives extremely simple. Even with the Offensive Weapons Act of 2019, which prohibits the sale of any knife to anybody under the age of 18, it is still permissible for people younger than 18 to own knives. Since kitchen knives are so widely used in homes, it is easy to appraise them. Members of gangs who are older than 18 are permitted to purchase knives and provide them to younger members of the group. To combat the rise of knife crime police have a stop and search power under Section 1 of the Polie and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 to search an individual for prohibited articles. These include offensive weapons, bladed and sharply pointed articles. The government has also tried to stop the use of Zombie knives with Section 47 of the Offensive Weapons Act 2019. This section stops the buying, carrying and owning of zombie knives. 

In accordance with Section 1 of the police and Criminal Evidence Act of 1984, officers have the authority to stop and search someone to search them for prohibited items in an effort to decrease the rise in knife crime. These include objects with blades and sharp points, as well as offensive weapons. The Offensive Weapons Act of 2019's Section 47 is another attempt by the government to outlaw the carrying of zombie knives. This clause prohibits the purchase, possession, and use of zombie knives.




	4
	Research Question

Though my research in to my topic I have found The Ben Kinsella Trust, they are dedicated in to the education of the dangers of knife crime and carrying. They have done research in to the number of crime tat have used knives. They have also looked into the number of murders that have been committed with knives.  

I have found a book by Sue Roberts call Solutions to knife crime: a path through the red sea? Sue had begun by working with local authorities and speaking to those who has been affected by knife crime. These include schools, pupil referral units and prisons. She has also spoken with young offenders and gang members. Sue has raised concerns in the government by their lack of response, she believes that due to unemployment young people are taking to the streets and joining gangs in a way to help support themselves and their families. This comes in hand to hand with carrying knives. 

I have read a research article by BMC Public Health, they have completed research into risk factors with knife crime with young people. During their research they have found out a number of factors, these include poor mental health within young people and that mental health not being picked up or treated. The non-stop violence that is in the media, how their childhood experience impacted their decisions in life. They highlight gangs will pray on these and recruit them into their gangs. 


(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	Aims of Research Activity

I want to find out if what the government and the police are do is decreasing knife crime.

I want to find out what are the factors in the rise of knife crime and how to counter them.

I want to find out do the public have faith in the police and believe that what they are doing is working. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Objectives of Research Activity

How knife crime has risen: - 
I will look at crime from 2012/13 to the current day and analyse what the difference are, how knife crime has increased and what are the uses of knife within crime.

What have the police and government done to counter knife crime: - 
I will look into the measures that have been put in place and their effeteness. I will look into stop and search powers and what the police have done to protect themselves against knife crime.

The effects of knife crime: -
I will research how knife crime has affected families. How much it costs the NHS and how hard it is to treat knife wound. How it effects the community and regular life. 


(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to justify the methods here, but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary for you to complete your project.

	7
	Questions 
I will research using the internet, this will help me look in to statistics around knife crime. If what police are doing is affect the statistics, I will also be able to look into story around knife crime and how it has affected people and their community.

I will be sent out questionnaire to police officer to find their option around their combat on knife crime and how they feel with dealing with it.

I will be speaking with South Wales Police specialist knife crime team on how they combating knife crime.
I will speak with NHS staff around knife crime and how it affects them. 

I think these research methods are going to be best suited around my topic due to have a all-round view of it.  It will show serving police officers and NHS staffs opinions. It will give the latest statistics and show the effects of knife crime from around England and Wales.   

I will be looking to go on an attachment with SWP knife crime team to see some of the problems first hand.

(this box should expand as you type)

	

	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	8
	
Swansea
(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. If you live in the country where you will do the research then please state this.

	9
	

N/A
(this box should expand as you type)



	10
	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available? 

	NO
	☒

	
	
	YES
	☐

	11
	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the country in question and that of England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015?
	
YES
	
NO

	12
	A prosperous Wales
	☒
	☐

	13
	A resilient Wales
	☒
	☐

	14
	A healthier Wales
	☐
	☒

	15
	A more equal Wales
	☐
	☒

	16
	A Wales of cohesive communities
	☒
	☐

	17
	A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
	☐
	☒

	18
	A globally responsible Wales
	☐
	☐

	19
	If YES to any of the above, please give details:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Use of interviews?
	☐
	☒

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Use of participant diaries? 
	☐
	☒

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☒
	☐

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.

	
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	5
	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.

	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other participant groups:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	20


(this box should expand as you type)

	11
	Who will the participants be?

	
Work colleagues, ex and current students 

(this box should expand as you type)

	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	
Work and the university 

(this box should expand as you type)








	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

	
	[bookmark: _Toc179151987][bookmark: _Toc179152023][bookmark: _Toc179152164][bookmark: _Toc179152221][bookmark: _Toc179152368][bookmark: _Toc179152397][bookmark: _Toc179200212][bookmark: _Toc179200316]
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	[bookmark: _Toc179151988][bookmark: _Toc179152024][bookmark: _Toc179152165][bookmark: _Toc179152222][bookmark: _Toc179152369][bookmark: _Toc179152398][bookmark: _Toc179200213][bookmark: _Toc179200317]1
	[bookmark: _Toc179151989][bookmark: _Toc179152025][bookmark: _Toc179152166][bookmark: _Toc179152223][bookmark: _Toc179152370][bookmark: _Toc179152399][bookmark: _Toc179200214][bookmark: _Toc179200318]Full risk assessment completed and appended? 
	[bookmark: _Toc179151990][bookmark: _Toc179152026][bookmark: _Toc179152167][bookmark: _Toc179152224][bookmark: _Toc179152371][bookmark: _Toc179152400][bookmark: _Toc179200215][bookmark: _Toc179200319]Yes 
	[bookmark: _Toc179151991][bookmark: _Toc179152027][bookmark: _Toc179152168][bookmark: _Toc179152225][bookmark: _Toc179152372][bookmark: _Toc179152401][bookmark: _Toc179200216][bookmark: _Toc179200320]☐

	
	
	[bookmark: _Toc179151992][bookmark: _Toc179152028][bookmark: _Toc179152169][bookmark: _Toc179152226][bookmark: _Toc179152373][bookmark: _Toc179152402][bookmark: _Toc179200217][bookmark: _Toc179200321]No
	[bookmark: _Toc179151993][bookmark: _Toc179152029][bookmark: _Toc179152170][bookmark: _Toc179152227][bookmark: _Toc179152374][bookmark: _Toc179152403][bookmark: _Toc179200218][bookmark: _Toc179200322]☒

	2
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	
	Risk to participants:


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:



(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	
No data will be co

(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	☐
	x

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	☐
	x

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	
Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	6
	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☒
	☐

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☐
	☒

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Other – specify:

	☐
	☒

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	19
	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	20
	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	21
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	
Myself

(this box should expand as you type)

	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	

No
(this box should expand as you type)

	26
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	☒

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒





SECTION K: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	S Pugh 
	Date:
22/2/24




For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	3
	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☐
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☐
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☐
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☐
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☐
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.



	RESEARCH STUDENTS ONLY
Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.
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