Second assessment – “Write an essay about your discipline [subject] and how it fits into the humanities.” [50% and 2000 words]
ARCHAEOLOGY
	The humanities by definition mean to “a wide academic disciplines that study human culture, history, philosophy and the arts, focusing on the human experience, ideas, and values” the aim of humanities subjects is to explore the beliefs and ideas that shape the human experience. The term comes from the Latin ‘humanitas’ meaning human nature or human qualities, the humanity subjects used to be considered essential in order for a person to be able to learn grammar, poetry and history. However, in today’s context the meaning of the humanities has expanded to include the cultural and social aspects of human life! This helps new students, or anyone explore the interactions between all the different disciplines within the humanities, letting them widen their fields of knowledge. The humanities studies help us understand ourselves, others, and the world in many different ways due to the variety of disciplines that go on inside of the subject of the humanities. The humanities encourage you to think critically and creatively, and to ask questions that sometimes you wouldn’t think to ask, even if they don’t have a specific answer to them.
	The term archaeology comes from the Greek word ‘arkhaios’ meaning “ancient” and ‘logia’ meaning “study of”, meaning the actual definition of archaeology is “the study of ancient things” and was first used in English in the early 1600s. Archaeology by definition is “the study of human history and prehistory through the excavation of sites and the analysis of artifacts and other physical remains”. We uncover these artifacts so that we can learn more about the way these past civilizations lived and grew. From a human perspective we can explore individual, cultural, and social aspects of their past lives, whilst reflecting on how their contributions in the past may have greatly affected the world we live in today. We can see how they shape specific societies and how they created an understand of the past to inform us now in the present. We can study these ancient cultures with careful examination of the items we can uncover, such as their buildings and tools. Archaeology can be considered as part of the social science and also part of the humanities as it contains work like excavation and preservation, the preservation part of the digs is important as it helps preserve the site and the artifacts found within to help with future study and eventually public benefits. 
	Archaeology fits into the humanities because it is a study of the human past, which allows understanding towards human behaviour, beliefs and societies across time and different cultures. It shows us how much opportunity there was at the time the artifacts and buildings have been dated to. One of the major things that makes archaeology apart of the humanities is that it directly investigates the past which helps us better understand the present and the future, as it brings up a lot of questions and tells stories about our ancestors seeking to understand past societies and what it means to be human, looking in on their day to day lives while looking at the impact their contributions made on the world even if we don’t realise it. archaeology is very much between two differences, it can be scientific and humanistic, while archaeologists rely on lab work, satellites and chemical analyses to help them date artifacts and there for reconstruct environments. But on the other side the purpose of it is to understand people; their motives, relationships, and ideas! This makes archaeology seem like the deepest of all of the disciplines within the humanities.
	One of the main contributions archaeologies has to the humanities is being able to show what has been written in history, whether that is to do with hieroglyphics or whether that is just interpreting the buildings that have been uncovered or looking at the details on the artifacts; being able to read this allows us to see it from the perspective of those who lived all those years ago, with careful study archaeologists can categorize people into groups based off the traces left behind. It gives us access to their lives without written evidence due to archaeologists’ ability to interpret these artifacts. This allows us to dive deeper into the past and really be able to examinate the meaning behind all of the artifacts left behind for us today. Archaeologists must interpret the artifacts they find; it is not told to us what the artifacts have been through, we must construct the narratives and making sense of their evidence. Which requires empathy, imagination and understanding of cultural contexts. These types of qualities can be found in historians, artists and philosophers. While interpreting these artifacts they have to be able to infer different beliefs about life, death and community which requires a lot of imagination, as you have to question every little possible thing that could’ve been the meaning behind the object. Archaeologists have to add meaning, values and identity to whatever it is they have found and create this story to what could’ve happened.
	In conclusion archaeology fits into the humanities due to its depth into the human past and the human experiences, allowing us to understand their past behaviour creating a brighter understanding of the present and the future. The main part of the humanities is understanding human condition; how people express themselves, how societies develop, and how cultures evolve, which is exactly what archaeology does. It puts all of that into perspective. I believe that archaeology is one of the most important parts of the humanities due to its ability to read and understand human nature and allowing us to gain knowledge. By uncovering and understanding these remains archaeology helps break down the distance between past and present, and that it is important to understand we are all human at the end of the day, and we all have stories to tell, and for those in the past it is archaeologists’ jobs to try and tell their stories! Although the other disciplines do have a major role to play in the definition of the humanities I still think that archaeology in some way or another contributes the most, as there is a lot of human past and feelings to look into, and it is most definitely the most interesting!!
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