Findings and Conclusion

Introduction;

This chapter of my thesis will proceed to discuss the findings of the research conducted in the previous chapter, whilst tying this in with the aims and objectives set out in the beginning of this study. This will determine the success of this study whilst highlighting key areas for improvement and recommendations. At the beginning of this research project, three key objectives and areas of investigation were identified. These consisted of;

1)	How prolific and understood is county lines drug dealing and the exploitation of children in the Swansea area?
2)	How significant is the media portrayal of county lines e.g. trap music, top boy, in influencing children to adopting a life of crime?
3)	How successful are current methods of identifying and preventing the exploitation of children in the Swansea area?


How prolific and understood is county lines drug dealing and the exploitation of children in the Swansea area?

Overall, there appeared to be a disproportionately high number of police officers encountering county lines drug dealing on a daily basis. Of the n=28 participants, n=26 confirmed that they regularly encounter county lines exploitation, particularly amongst children and vulnerable persons. This clearly demonstrates the prevalence of county lines drug dealing, particularly within the Swansea area which is a smaller sample pool. This presents a further question of how widespread county lines drug dealing is across the country and throughout more densely populated areas; particularly areas of lower socioeconomic status. It was identified that the age group at most risk of exploitation through county lines was 16-24 years; thus presenting county lines exploitation as one of the greatest risks facing young people in modern society. With such young people being targeted, County lines drug dealing can at times be described as a pandemic that is causing significant harm and risk to the most vulnerable members of society. This can be attributed to a number of factors, however, it is quite often the case that youths seek acceptance and belonging in gangs which is a means in which County lines drug dealing will target individuals. Additionally, this age group presents an often rebellious period for teens, presenting them at even higher risk of exploitation. 

How significant is the media portrayal of county lines e.g. trap music, top boy, in influencing children to adopting a life of crime?

The belief that the media portrayal of county lines through trap music and popular TV programmes influences young people into criminal exploitation was a more contested topic during the research. This generally split opinion, with the majority (n=20) believing that this was the case. It was mentioned by respondents that whilst TV programmes such as Top Boy glamorises the life of crime through the depiction of expensive cars, jewellery and money; it also proceeds to depict the downfall of the shows main characters who ultimately succumb to the life of crime. This is an interesting topic that generally leans towards the belief that media can influence young people into a life of crime, particularly if they’re from a lower socioeconomic background. It is the lack of sufficient income that can often lead young people into crime due to its quick returns of cash and other forms of revenue. 
