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WALES ACADEMY OF PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE 

Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 
500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

As I am employed within children’s social services, I will focus this task on adult safeguarding. The key piece of national safeguarding legislation is the Care Act 2014, which defines adult safeguarding as, “protecting a person’s right to live in safety, free from abuse and neglect” (Department of Health, 2014). The Care Act 2014 has six key principles which are, “empowerment, prevention, proportionality, protection, partnership and accountability” (Department of Health, 2014). In Wales the main piece of legislation is the Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWB(W)A 2014) which, places a duty on Local Authorities to assess and safeguard adults and children. Part 7, sections 126 to 129 refer to adult safeguarding. Section 127 of the SSWB(W)A 2014 allows a professional to apply to Court for an adult protection and support order, this is so that an adult who may be at risk can be spoken to in private to ascertain that they are making decisions freely and are not at risk of harm. Within the SSWB(W)A 2014 an adult “at risk” is defined as an adult who is either at risk of experiencing harm or is currently experiencing harm, this can be due to them having needs which are unmet.
Under Section 126 of the SSWB(W)A 2014 the local authority has a duty to make enquiries where they believe an adult may be at risk. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019 outlines the process that should be followed to ensure that adults are kept safe. Once enquiries have been initiated then the local authority has a duty to ensure there is support in place to prevent further harm. 
Furthermore, there’s a Working Together to Safeguard People: Code of Safeguarding Practice (Welsh Government, 2022). The importance of this policy is so that everyone working with adults at risk of abuse can be made aware of how best to support them (Welsh Government, 2022). More importantly so that services understand how they can offer support to adults who are at risk. Other legislations that are relevant in safeguarding include, Mental Capacity Act 2005, Mental Health Act 1983 and the Equality Act 2010.
The SSWB(W)A 2014 requires local authorities to be a part of safeguarding boards, so that further advice and guidance can be provided (National Independent Safeguarding Board Wales, 2022). The safeguarding board aims to support agencies with safeguarding adults and children at risk of harm and to ensure that appropriate steps have been taken (Mid and West Wales Safeguarding Board, 2022). The safeguarding board aim to do this by continuing to take a multi-agency approach to safeguarding (Mid and West Wales Safeguarding Board, 2022). 
Although my main area of work is with children who may be at risk of harm, it is important that I am aware of the procedures and guidelines to safeguard adults. As I come into contact with adults daily in my area of work and I need to be able to identify risks for them as well as with the children. For instance, if an adult I work with has learning disabilities or is being abused by a partner.  
Word count - 513










	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work
400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

There are many differences between adults and children’s safeguarding, however the main difference is an adults right to self-determination, independence and choice (Social Care institute for excellence, 2019). This means that adults have the right to decline support where they may be at risk, due to an unmet need.  Article 5 of the European Convention of Human Rights states that “no one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment” (United Nations, ND). Although the Social Service and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWB(W)A 2014) is the main piece of legislation to safeguard adults and children, there are also other legislation that are relevant. 
One of which is the Mental Capacity Act 2005, there is more than one purpose to this legislation, with one of them being to protect adult’s capacity and to ensure that decisions are being made in their best interests. The act has five key principles; 1 assume capacity, 2 the right to be supported to make a decision, 3 the right to make an unwise decision, 4 any decisions made must be in the best interest of the person and 5 any intervention must be least restrictive.  
Although there are some similarities within children and adult safeguarding, for instance, decisions made in the best interest of children. However, adults have a right to make unwise decisions and only in extreme circumstances with the Mental Capacity Act 2005 come into force to assess capacity. There is no such legislation in children’s social care, however there is Gillick competence to support with teenagers’ capacity to make decisions. Within my role I work with several young people, where mental health is a factor. Gillick competence guidance support professionals to assess whether a young person can make decisions without parents’ consent (The Medic Portal, 2021). 
Furthermore, an assessment of care and support is voluntary, and adults are able to decline an assessment, as are parents for their children. If there are significant child protection concerns for the child then section 47 of the Children Act 1989 would come into force. As the Children Act 1989 and SSWB(W)A 2014 both state that the safety of a child is paramount, and the local authority has a legal responsibility to ensure children are kept safe from harm. For instance, if a parent would choose to live in poor home conditions, but they are unsafe for a child and would be paramount for their health. Another example would be if there was severe domestic violence happening between the parents and the child often witnesses them, then they could be at risk of physical or emotional harm.
Word count - 437
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