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1. Opening Statement
As part of my CPD (continuous professional development) assignment, I have been asked to compile a reflective account of my learning experience to date since studying for a HNC in Civil engineering (part time) at University of Wales Trinity St Davids, the reflective account will be a culmination of my experiences during my study & work life. I left secondary education in 2003 with average grades to seek full time employment, after a few short term jobs in the fabrication & distribution industries, I pursued a career in the Water industry where my father has worked since 1985. From 2006-2014 I worked for Utilitec services, a sub-contractor to Dwr Cymru Welsh Water. This involved installing data loggers & carrying out routine & reactive maintenance to pressure reducing valves. During this time I learnt the basic principles of hydraulics & fluid dynamics. This knowledge gave me a strong foundation to develop my career further in the Water & Engineering industries. In 2014 I joined Welsh Water as a network technician. I felt the knowledge I had gained as a contractor put me in good stead to apply for the job, and I had also built a good working relationship with a number of Welsh Waters staff during this time. 
During my time in Dwr Cymru Welsh Water I have worked on the Potable facet of the business, my initial two years were spent shadowing a senior member of staff to gain the invaluable knowledge he had gained over his forty year career. The majority of our work was in a planned environment dealing with new mains laying schemes, mains cleansing & proactive mitigation. During periods of extreme weather such as snow & heat waves there was also a lot of reactive work such as burst mains, & reconfiguring the network during drought periods. At times the reactive work was quite stressful due to stringent targets, upon reflection working in this environment was a good way to learn, & also made me confident I could deal with high pressure situations. 
When my mentor retired, I was ideally placed to fulfil his role due to the time I had spent with him. I have been in my current role as a network analyst since 2016, & have followed a development plan which is compiled by my peers & HR department. I meet with my boss on a quarterly basis to review my current development against my goals & objectives. One of my objectives in last year’s development plan was to seek further education in the form of a part time University course, which my company were willing to fund. After liaising with colleagues who have been prompted to pursue further education, I was recommended Civil Engineering as the knowledge gained from the material would be interchangeable to some of the facets of work in Dwr Cymru Welsh Water. This could open up multiple career opportunities within the company, along with the construction & engineering industries. Due to its exceptional reputation & notable alumni the simple choice was to study at University of Wales Trinity St Davids, I was fortunate enough to be accepted to study for a HNC in Civil Engineering part time.








2. Reflective statement
After a registration & open day at University of Wales Trinity St Davids, my first official day was Tuesday 1st October 2019. I initially had some trepidation about starting the course as I hadn’t had any official education since my secondary school education, & the world of civil engineering & the built environment was all very new to me. I was pleasantly surprised at the amount of variety to the course & my predetermined opinions were very wrong. The initial few lectures were an introduction to the modules & the structure for the coming year. 
In our Managing Health & Safety lectures from inception the importance of avoiding plagiarism was imbedded into us, & how to use the turnitin function. The main focus of these lectures is to learn about professional skills, & the best practice to implement during academic & professional work. This included how to write professional reports & how to reference using the Harvard system. 
As the lectures developed I learnt the correct techniques for carrying out surveys, observational research & the preferred way to structure report writing & assignments. As well as my lecturer’s syllabus, I had presentations from some key stakeholders in the construction industry, such as Laura Clarke from the CIOB & Jason Hughes who was the commercial marketing manager for Kier construction. They gave us an insight on what prospects are in the industry, & where our careers could develop too if successful in the course.
I found the fundamentals of construction module particularly interesting. I feel this is the module I can relate to the most, as some of the things I have learnt are likened to my work life, such as site investigations & geological mapping. Techniques like these are used day in day out in my role as a network analyst for jobs such as trial holes, mains diversions & development schemes. I also found the hydraulic aspect of use, such as the permeability of soil & water flow within a site. Though used in a different guise hydraulics is the key part of my work. My first assignment was to carry out a site investigation for a potential development in close proximity to Swansea City Civic Centre. The fact based research was a great way to learn about the illustrious history of Swansea cities maritime & industrial past. This was also a good way to implement the academia I learnt in my first semester.
Due to staff sickness I have had very little syllabus from my law in the built environment. The first few lectures involved an insight into the hierarchy of the British justice system, I carried out some fact based research on Civil & Criminal court cases within the built environment. Im looking forward to this module progressing in the new semester.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The module I was quite anxious about was Mathematics & structures. I hadn’t been taught any complex Mathematics since secondary school, & achieved a low grade in GCSE. Unfortunately my lecturer was taken ill halfway through the semester, but so far I have learnt about trigonometry, Pythagoras, free body diagrams & moments. Im hopeful there will be more structure to the lectures this semester, as I feel I need to improve on my mathematics prior to the exams in May.
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